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a Preached at the Funeral of 
| THOMAS MOWSLET,| | 
| An Apothecary, who Dyed | 
* Th, 1669, 4 


| With a Brief Narrative of his Life and 
| Death: alſo the manner of Gods dealings | 

F with him before and after his Converſion ; / | 
4 Drawn up by his own hand, and Publiſhed 


| By James Janewap, Miniſter of the Goſpel, [ 
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E My Beloved Hearts, 
; $ Eſpecially 
& Thoſe of the Younger ſort; 


Crace and Peace. 


Men, Brethren, and F;thers. 


fy. 0d that made your Souls, 

= ſer a very high value apoux 

them, and Chriftthat bought 

tbem, though they coſt His 

Ex Heart-blood, thought them 
worth his purchaſe, and that Eternal Glory 
or Miſery that i prepared for Souls, ſpeaks 
- "them not 10 be inconfiderable. Upon this 
; account it's impoſſible that you and 1 ſhould. 
'' #ſe too much dhligence in the ſecuring theſe 
KD A2 - ſouls 1 
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fouls 3, for this cauſe the Miniſters of Chriſt "ns 
can eaſily over-look Priſons, baniſhment and. - | 
fagegots, ſo that they may but be inſtrumental "FP 
for the ſaving of ſouls, and delivering them 

rom the wrath to come: This I hoÞpceis © 
the gronnd that I am. carrying 0n in this 
enſuing Diſcourſe, This may ſpeak when 1 + 
may not, when # cannot. 1 might give © 
many reaſons of my appearing thus in Print. © 
1 might tell the World of the deſires of ma» 
ny, that by reaſon of the Maltitude conl& 
only ſee, but not hear, 1 might ſpeak of | 
the want of time to deliver the Fourth Part 
of what is here preſented to you. 1 might 
tell you of the importunity of ſome of the 
young Men that would gladly write. after \ 
this Copy: But 1 muit profeſs all this would 
have ſignified Intle with mes. did 1 not find 
by that account which ſome give of the work 
of grace upon their hearts, that the Lord 
hath owned my poor Papers formerly : 
Among others, that poor pemitent Martherer, 
Thomas Savage, which makes me not {| 
without . hope, that the ſame Spirit which }- 
bf. breathed Life into my other Writings, -may, | 
pleaſe alſo to give a bleſſing to theſe; Twill 
*® | not ſland now' to anſwer the objeftjons 
that 'may be made againſt the Publication 
of this Sermon, 1 never met with nog 
| that 


- 
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| To the Reader. 
that it is impoſſible that it ſhould be ſub* 
$18 ſervient to the Salvation: of a Soul, and 
therefore I think the Coft anſwerable," "I 
=_— muſt confeſs, ' had it not been for a n:ceſ- 
| ſary Caution or two, 1 ſhould have eaſed yow * 
of the trouble of Reading, and my ſelf of 
Writtng this Epiſtle, ' The firit is this z Be 
” not offended if you find in the Tonng Man's 
”; Evigences, ſome Expreſſions that may ſound 
 fome-what harſh, and ſome Tautologies , re- 
member that they are Word for Word from 
his own Papers, as he wrote them haſlily : 
Conſider alſo, that he was but Young, and 4 
Servant toos (o that it ſeems almoſt incre- 
dible, that one that had ſo much” Buſineſs, 
ſhonld'be able to Redeems ſo much time, as 10 
do what he did of this Nature.” Secondly; 
1 would it might be alittle conſidered, what 
a hurry 1 was in when this Task was laid 
upon me, and how little time to peruſe - 
my own Copy; T beg you therefore, Can- 
didly to over-look many Miſtakes, As for 
Tou, my dear Friends, I ſuppoſe. a Pardon 
is eaſtly granted: As for others, (corn not 
Holine(s, contemy not the Future Bleſſed- 
neſſe, and make ſure of Happineſs in the 
Life to come ; and then I can eaſily bear 
your lighting of me. Young Men, I may be 
hold with you; I charge you, 4s you valpe 
L A 3 the 
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for the ſaving of ſouls, and delivering them 

rom the wrath to come : This I hipceis 
the ground that 1 am. carrying 0n in this 
enſuing Diſcourſe, This may ſpeak when 1 


- may not, when Þ cannot, 1 might give E- 
many reaſons of my appearing thus in Print. © 


I might tell the World of the deſires of ma» 


#), that by reaſon of the Maltitude conld ol : 


only ſee, but not hear, 1 might ſpeak of 
the want of time to deliver the Fourth Part 
of what is here preſented to you. 1 might 
zell you of the importunity of ſome of the 
young Men that weuld gladly write. after 
this Copy: But 1 mutt profeſs all this would 
have ſignified Intle with mes did 1 not find 
by that acconnt which ſome give of the work 
of grace upon their hearts, that the Lord 
hath owned my poor Papers formerly : 
Among others, that poor penitent Martherer, 
Thomas Savage, which makes me not 
without hope, that the ſame Spirit which 
breathed Life into my other Writings, - may 
pleaſe alſo to give a bleſſing to theſe; Twill 
not fland now' to anſwer the objettjons 
that 'may be made againſt the Publication 


of this Sermon, 1 never met with this,. 


that 


ſouls ;, for this caxſe the Miniſters of Chrift _- 
can eaſily over-look Priſons, baniſhment and 
faggots, ſo that they may but be inſlrumental . 
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To the Reader. 
that it is smpoſſible that it ſhould be ſub" 


| ſervient to the Salvation: of a Soul, and 


' therefore I think the Coft anſwerable, 1 
muſt confeſs, ' had it not been for a n:ceſ- 
ſary Cavtion or two, 1 ſhould have eaſed yow * 
of the trouble of Reading, and my ſelf of 
Writing this Epiftle, ' The fir#is this z Be 


" not offended if you find in the Tonng Man's 
 Evidences, ſome Expreſſions that may ſound 


fome-what harſh, and ſome Tautologies , re- 
member that they are Word for Word from 
his own Papers, as he wrote them haſtily : 
Conſider alſo, that he was but Tourng, and 4 
Servant toos (o that it ſeems almoſt incre- 
dible, that one that bad ſo much "Buſineſs, 
ſhould be able to Redeem ſo much time, as to 
do what he did of this Nature. Secondly 
1 would it might be alittle confidered, what 
@ hurry I was in when this Task was laid 
upon me, and how little time to peruſe 
my own Copy; T beg you therefore, Can- 
didly to over-look many Miſtakes, As for 
Tou, my dear Friends, I ſuppoſe a Pardon 
is eaſely granted: As for others, (corn not 
Holineſs, contemy not the Future Bleſſed- 
neſſe, and make ſure of Happineſs in the 
Life to come ; and then I can eaſily beay 
your ſlighting of me, Toung Men, I may be 
bold with you, I charge you, 4s you vaipe 
L A 3 the 
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To the Reader. 
the Comforts of another Life, forget nqt 
what an excellem Example this precious 


Brother. of yours gave you. Read this en» * hh 
ſaing Diſcourſe with ſeriouſpeſs, and let *F* 


it be read again in your Lives, Brethren; 
you are wy Foy and Crown,” and if you 


ftand faſt, T live, O make n0t my. boatt- 7 4 


ing void! How can I bear to think that 


any of you ſhould periſh ? Fgr God's ſake, 7 þ 
| and for your Souls ſake, falſifie that Pro=" 


verb, A Young Saint, and” an Old Devil. 


" Brethren, my hearts eefve is, that, I may 


ſee you all with that bleſſed Saint at zhe 


. right hand. of Chrift, . Remember, your 


ſands run apace, and you are haſting intg 
Eterpity. O make ſure of that which will 
ſtand you in ſome Ftead when you die! © 
ſecure ſomewhat to live comfortably upon 
in another World! Let your lives-beſpeak 
your Perſons reſolved for Chrift, and Heaven 
upon any terms. Let your Loins be always 
girt,. and your Lamps be burning. Watch ye, 
be. Frong z quit you like Men. | Remember, 
Chriſt, Heaven, and Glory are before you. 
Sit not ſtill.t:11 you are ſafe in the boſom 
of Chriſt. Conſider that many (et ont fair, 
and look as if they were boupd for Zion, and 
Jet founder. in the way. 1. [ay again, make 
ſure : Sirs,, 1 expect ere long to paſs upon 
| Eternity , 
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eg of you, as you hope fyr 
| gnr good meeting in another World, that 
EE. you make Religion your buſineſſe, and la* 
 bour toget every Day ntarer Heaven, Em 
deawour not only to be Chriſtians, but ſo+ 
lid, experienced, and exemplary Chriſtians : 
that "4 you may prove the glory of your 
Generation, the credit of Religion, and the 

| Foy of gray-headed Saints. Sirs, you are 
now. my hope; your love, zeal and union, 
my comfort, g0 but at this rate, and you 
are made for ever, Know this, now the 
eyes of the World, will be upon you; nay, 
that which is more, the eye of God is upon 
you, and will take notice how you improve 
ſuch a Providence as this. Tbeſeech you look 
about, and let the World underſtand that 
you are not nominal Chriftians, but real 
Saints, Will any of you ſend me ſorrow- 
ing into the Grave? Shall I loſe my hopes, 
and comforts, and you your Souls * can you 
eaſily forget what was the Pradttice of this 

| Toung Man ? do.you remember what was the 
| uſual ſubjet? of his diſcourſe? Did you not 
obſerve how holily, meekly and diligently he 
ſerved his great Maſter * 1s their no weight 
in a Crown of Glory ? Is there no defre- 
 ableneſs in happineſs ? 1s it a ſmall, thing to 
live in the Society of GOD, Saints, and 

| Aa. Angelry 
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” Eternity; Letmeb 
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' ngels?. 1am: perſwaded you think 
things inconſiderable. ' Well then, Att as 
Perſons that long: for Poſſeſſion; which that 
all-of. you: may enjoy, it, and ſball be, the 
Prayer 'of one that deſires not. to count his 
Life dear, ſo. he may but finiſh his Courſe 
with Foy, and meet you with Comfort here« 
#fter 5. . | i * 


.. - James Janeway, 
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Death Layng. 


A TASKS: 


SER MON. 


Rev, X1V. Xx111. 


And I heard a Voice from Heaven, 
ſaying unto me, write, Bleſſed arc 
the dead which die in the Lord, 
from hence-forth;, yea, "ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reft from 
their Labours, and their Works 
do follow them. 


i" a Miniſter © of Chriſt to 
diſparage fin, and incourage 
Holineſs, to ſet Life and 
Death before our People, 
and to preſent (as much as 'in 
us to lies) Heaven and Hell to 
their view, andto perſwade them to.a wiſe and 
ipeedy chaice 3 that when theſe Houſegof Trull 
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FE 
ſhall be laid in the duſt, they may be ſecured of - 2; 
an Habitation, not made with hands, that is E- . 

ternal with God in the Heavens, The Apoſtle 


in this Chapter doth both, in the 16. Yerſe, he 
tells us what a Draught is prepared for the im- 
placable Enemies of Chriſt : they ſhall drink off 
the Wine of the wrath of God, which is pou- 
red out without mixture, into the Cup of his 
Indignation, and they ſhall be tormented with 
Fire and Brimſtone, in the Preſence of the ho- 
ly Angels, and in the Preſence of the Lamb. 
The wicked may drink, roar, and ſwagger, they 
may perſccute the Members of Chriſt, becauſe 
they dare not ſo madly venture upon the. Eter- 
nal diſpleaſure of God, as they do, and ſell their 
precious Souls for a Moments joy, and make 
ight of Damnation : but let them know, that 
for all theſe things, GOD will bring them to 
Judgement. an Eternity of intolerable ſorrows 
mult pay for their ſhort pleaſures. And hence 
itisthe ſerious Chriſtian, that makes it his bu- 
fineſs. to avoid this dreadful miſery, is ſatisfied 
that he doth not act irrationally and madly, if 
. the ſcorn and contempt of the wicked World 
doth not frighten him ; upon this account he 
paticntly- ſudmirs to- any puniſhment, rather 


than he will hazard the loſs of his Soul, and be _ 
miſerable: for-ever z that word for ever, ſticks 


much in his mind, let the wicked laugh and be 
merry,tktt them pleaſe themſelves, in his ſorrows 
he knows 'tis but alittle while, and all will be 
mended, and their minds changed; he is willing 
toſtay for his happineſs and joyes, till he comes 


to another World ; and he 'dotlr not enyythe . 


wicked 


| £5 i 
wicked what they do enjoy ; let them make the 
| of it as long as they can, and” boaſt of their 


1 res, when they ſee themſelves wrapt up in 


Flames: The unſeen World, which moſt for- 


Kget, is always in the Saints eye; and, if he may 


t live happily there, he paſſed not if he run 
thorow reproaches, injuries, and a Thouſand 
Deaths, to that glorious and endleſs Life, Here 


® is the Reaſon of the Saints Patience, this makes 


him jucge it no folly to keep the Commande- 
ments of God, and the Faith of Jeſus, In the 
13 Verſe, the Apoſtle comes to ſpeak a word of 


, encouragement, not only to the ſuffering Saints 


of that Age, but for the ſupport of all that 
ſhould be honoured with ſuch ſervice, as to ſeal 
the truths of Chriſt with their blood, And 7. 
heard a Voice from Heaven ſaying unto me, write, 
Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
bence forth ;, yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may 
reſt from their labours, and their works follow 
them. In the Words you may take notice of 
Two Parts : 
1, A Propofition. 
2. The Confirmation of that Propoſition, 
7. The Propoſition; in which we may obſerve, 
1. The Predicate, bleſſed, 
2. The Subject, the dead, 
2. The reſtriction and limitation of the Sub- 
jeR, which dic in the Lord. 
2. The Confirmation of this Propoſition, 
'x. They reſt from their labours. 
i2., Their works follow them, : 
$. The Perſon affirming this, the Spirit, which: 
is further cleared, | By 
| K 
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1, By the manner. of this Declaration, 'it was | 
by a Voice from Heaven. | 
' 2. By the ſpecification of the Perſon to by 44 
it was ſpoken; ſaying, unto me, P- 

3. By the particular Note of Obſervation, 
Write. 

The Doctrine which I ſhall take notice of 
feom theſe words, is this. 

Dot, That what-cver miſeries a Saint may 
meet with in this Life, at, Death he ſhall be hap- 
py; orin the words of the Text, That they are 
bleſſed which die in the Lor4, In the Proſecution 
of this Obfervation ; 3 I ſhall, 

; 2, Enquire what it is to dieintheLord. 

2. I ſhall prove thatſuch are bleſſed. 

3. I ſhall ſhew wherein their happineſs doth 
conſiſt, 

4+ [ ſhall make ſome Application. 

1. I ſhall enquire what it is todie in the Lord. | 

1, Neg. They which make it their buſs ineſs to do | 
what they can againſt God, while they Ive, are not 

like to be bleſſed when they die. They which live 

like Devils, are not like todie like Saints: Are 

there not a Generation in the World, who at 1 
for the Devil with all their might ; and count 
all that time loſt, which is not ſpent in his ſer- 
vice; which make a jeſt of Damning, and are 
as'merry within a ſtep of theſe devouring flames, 
as if Hell and a Tavern were alike ? Do they 
not carry themſelves, as if they could not make | 
haſt enough to miſery, and make ſure enough of | 
Damnation ? How do they wound and (tab their 
own Souls, and let flie againſt the Algny : 
How contemptible a thing i is Heaven, an 

v8: ri dicuſous 
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'F  tidiculous is the yery name of holineſs to them ? 
= They are of the ſame mind of thoſe, which Fob 
ſpeaks of: 7ob21.14. They ſay unto GOD, 
depart fromus; for we deſire not the krow- 
ledge of thy ways. And whois the Lord, that 
'T ſhould hearken to him? And if 4 compaſſios 
nate Miniſter of - Chriſt beſeech them with all 
the tenderneſs that he can for his Soul, to be- 
think themſelves alittle what theſe things may 
F - end inat laſt, and to conſider what a dreadful 
#-- ',. thing it is to fall into the hands of a living God; 
=” , How are his perſwaſions reje&ted with con- 
tempt, and his pitty recompenced with ſcorn ? 
And, may Inot ſay of moſt wicked Men, rhey 
do flie in the Faces -of them that would tell 

' - themoftheir danger, and do what they can to 
deliverthem fron it? And yet for all this, how 
q well are they conterited with their own condi- 
tion, and laugh at the godly, as if it were a dan= 
| gerous and mad thing to ſtrive to ,go to. Hea- 
ven, and the trueſt happineſs to be miſerable for 2 

| ever? O who would imagine, that any living KY 
ſhould be thus lamentably beſotted ! Tell them 
| of Hell, 'tis as much as their life is worth z they 
| had rather hazard the feeling of it hereafter, 
then bear the hearing of it here. They fear a 
little diſgrace among Men, more than the con- 
. tempt of God : They chooſe rather to be un- 
der the weight of God's wrath, than the leaſt 
affront from a Man. Talk to them of Glory, 
4 Heaven, and a Kingdom, they are light and tri- 
vial things with them ; they had rather hear of 

a Whore, a Tavern, or Play; and yet: theſe 
Monſters: mutt. be Sainted, an4 do more'confi- 4 
| den: ly <F 
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God do :- but, if ſuch as theſe ever come to Hea-. © 
ven without 'Repentance, then' the Word of =Þ. 
God is falſe : Doth nor that ſay, That the wick-  "% 


ed ſhall be turned into Hell ? ----- Tribularion and 
anguiſh upon' every one that doth evil, and there is 


70 peace, ſaith my God to the wicked, The Devil / 4 


himſelf may as well expe&t to ſhake off his 
Chains, and be reſtored to his loſt Glory, as 
they. O be not deceived, as you Sow, ſo you 


mult Reap ; Do not hope that 'you may do the; *Þ 


Devils work, as long as you can, and that then ! 
God ſhovld reward you with Salvation : no ſuch + 
matter: You may more rationally expect, that © 
God ſhould for your ſake pull the Sun out of 
the Firmamient, than that he ſhould remove ho- 
lineſs out of Heaven, and bring Hell in its 
place. . If wicked Men will pleaſe themſelves 
with their own Deluſions, and look for Glory 
ſtill, they muſt thank themſelves, when they ſee 
how infinitely they are diſappointed ; but I leave 
theſe as diſpairing to convince them of their 
folly, till Judgement and Flamesmake them to 
underſtand it. | 

2. All that live upon the goodneſs of God here, , 
arenot like tobe bleſſed after Death, Theres a 
vaſt difference between common and fpecial 
mercies : Many partake richly of God's com- 
mon bounty, that have not the leaſt intereſt in 
his love ; God gives this World often-times to 
his greateſt Enemies, he gives Glory in another 
World, tc none but his Friends and Children ; 
Nay, let me ſpeak it freely (Iam ſure 4 __ | 
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they which gain this World with their 
of Heaven, ſhall at their Death loſe. 


| | q . both : Many receive temporal mercies, that ſhall 


never enjoy Eternal: Fob 21.9. Luk, 16, 25. 


 O how greatly are they miſtaken, who think 


that Earl, Lord, Knight, &c, are words of any 

. lignificancy after Death; that hope that their: 
honours here will procure them any real reſpect 

hereafter , that reckon Gold and Silver will go 

currant in that Country ! Many that-would be 

counted Perſons of - fome depth and wiſdom, 
make a World of itir about trifles, that drive a 

great Trade for: that which is next to nothing, 
and that lay in no better-Proviſions, than Gra- 

vel, Clay, or Dung, when they are bound for E- 
ternity ; and yet how do they bleſs. themſelves, 
and ſay, Iam rich, and increaſed in Goods, and 
have nec<d of nothing : Soul take thine caſe, eat, 
drink, and be merry | They think they make a- 
very wiſe bargain, when they ſell their Conſci- 
ence, God, and Heaven, for a little of thar, 
which ſonie call Riches; not conſidering that 
a few Hours experience may make them know, 
though ir may be, not cure this miſtake, O that 
I could but bring my Hearers out of this Delu-: 
ſion ! O that their apprehenſions were but rcRi- 

fied, and that they might know the real worth 
of things and Perſons! O that I could bur. 
bring down the price of ſublunary things, and 
raiſe the things of that other World to their 
true worth ! Conſider that that holineſs, as 
meanly as you think of it, is the moſt excellent 
thing : that that is the greateſt Riches, and 
Man's 


and Scripture to wartant what ] fy} - 


a 


If there beany difference, ities here, that God 
hath more wrath in'ttore-for'them that had 
greater engagments, and better advantages to 
ſerve him than others had. - | pitty the poor 


Lords of the World !' and I am confident, he 
that knows the worth of Chriſt, and the nature © 


of his own Soul, can't much envy them; they 
ſwell like Bladders upon Water for a Moment, 


and God blowes, and where are they? Now 7 


indeed they reckon themſelves very ſecure, and 


their Houſes are free from fear, neither is' the 
Rod of God upon them, they take the Tinibrel 


and Harp, and rejoyce at the ſound of. the Or- 
gan: Zeb 2r. They think them Fools that can 
ſpare their Riches, and want their | 


cure an Inheritance that will tat 'for” ever; 
Theſe are the Men that hate ſeriouſneſs: and 
holineſs, whictſis the beauty of Earth and Hea- 
ven too, is undervalue4 by th:m. ' And how can 
they expect ſanctity ſhould be- delightful to 
them hereafter, when it is abhorred now? how 
can they look for Heaven when they dye, when 
they thought it not worth their mitiding while 
they tived ? No, no, verily, they have their re- 
ward, they have now their good things, and 
much'go00d may they do them. Olet me rather 
gain Chriſt at Death, though” I loſe all beſides, 
than poſſeſs Ten Worlds here, . arid after all Ioſe 
my Sovl. Covld the mighty ones of the World, 
have but one Hours diſcourſe with one of their 
Brethren 


'Man's higheſt dignity : God knows no diffe-- 
*xence between a Lord and a Beggar, a Prince” 7 
and a Subjett; He is no reſpeQter of Perſons. 


reatneſs, fo. 
they may but have an Eſtate in inviſibles, andfe-. 
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Frethrew in Hell, 1 believe their Judgemtnt@&> 

S F would Ny neces and they wonld ſoou7*”- 

=> tell them thar Riches and -Honours, and what- 

© foever elſe moſt Men do purſue, let it be vvhak 

Fit will below Chriſt, will yield. theni but littl& 

'F happineſs and comfort in another World, Rich- 

Fs profit not in the Day of Wrath: Do but read, 

"8 Z#k, '16, 19, 25. Tam the larger, that if poſ- 

+ fible, /might prevent miſtakes, in matters of F-. 

+ gernal conſequence, EG OM 

6; Thirdly, [here . are Thouſands that ſcem to 

4 ave a far better title to this bleſſedneſs, that will. 

3 fl ſhort of it + arid they are Profeſſors, that call 

a Oo by the Nanie- of the Lord, Not all 

- $-— that are called, yea, and eſteemed Chriſtians, 

--F - are like to have any great benefit by Death. To 

 Þ DdeChriftned, & to be Chriſtians are two things :; 

; every one that weareth Chris Livery ſhall 
;have his Wages. O how mahy Millions are there 

_ that have no betrer ſhelter, than a meer Name 

to themſelves, from the wrath of God! Is it: 
not more thin peſſible to hear, read, pray, and 

fo be eſteemed a Saint, and yet to miſcarty ever-, 
laſtingly ? How many ſcering Saints (hall gain 
nothing at Death, but a thorow knowledge of 
their own folly? And if to know vvhat God's 
dngeris, be an atvahtage, when there is no c- 
ſcaping of it; and if to have their hearts woun- 
ded, 'when there is ho' Cure to be had, be any 
profit ;' and if to be quite freed of Conſcience- | 

fearchihng Miniſters be a happineſs when they 
fre out of the reach 6f their helpor pitty ;' ther 
ſuch may be eſteemed bleſſed.z bur, if all rhis 

| will but rake the Flame hotter; then Heave any 
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Chriſt, though you will not me? read that Serip- 


ture, and what. ſaith Chriſt ?. O conſider” ſeri» 


ouſly; that to be an Heir of Glory is no ſuch 
light matter, as moſt judg it to be. To be bor 
to a Crown, and aKingdom, and to have a 


good title to it, is a Dignity indeed ; but a Mad- 


man in Chains und Rags, may ſay he is'a King, 


or a Lord. O pleaſe not your ſelves with fan- - 
Ges. Sickneſs and Death 1s coming, and ther 
you will know better. ,-whether 1 had not ſome 


reaſon to: be carneſt with yow in this matter. 1 
am moſt afrajd of the confident Phariſre, that 


truſts in -his.poor ſorry Prayers and. his. ow - 


Righteouſneſs; O that I could but ſhake him 
and his hopes, before Death'and Judgment doth 
it, © that. I could but perſwade him to majn- 
tain a jealonſie over himſelf, and to ſearchand 
fry his heart, and to bring himſelf tothe touch- 
lone, and not to be fatished, till he finds that 
he bath-got more than ever any. Hypocrite yet 
had or can have,” The beſt of God's Children 
are moſt ſuſpicious of themſelves, and afraid of 
their own deceitful hearts... Do but ſee how 
David carrieth it, in Pſal. 139, What is his 
great Requeſt, that he muſt have granted,oor he 
can't be ſatisfied; Is it not that God would'de- 
liver him from miſtakes in matters of everlaſt- 
ing conſequence? ſo Pſal..119. 80, Pardon this 
tediouſneſs upon theſe things, if moſt of the 
Profeffors: of the World. did-not ſplit. oyon 
| th 


- hs. dge, whether it doth-naty. |. 
2 = = concern Men and Women to look after bettes * 
| ſecurity, that this amounts to; ; Did you eyer 
well ſtudy Ar. 7.21.?. I hope you will believe ©; 
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with filence. 
_ Foutthly, ” All that die quietly , are not happy 
after Death. It's no unuſual thing for the wick-- 


 edto carry their falſe Peace with them to the 


Grave. [I have heard indeed many poor Peo- 
ple boaſting of their deceaſed Friends, and plea- 
ſing themſelves, to think how heppy they were, 
Becauſe they died like Lambs ( to uſe their own 
expreſſion,) Alas,altas, how many thouſands are 
there that die like Lambs, that are but Swine, 
and have the Devil's Brand upon their: Fore-, 
heads! It's dangerous arguing from Peoples; 
carriage upon a DEith-bed, what their ſtate is 
in another World; ſuch is the hardneſs of 


. Mens hearts, ſo dreadful the ſearedneſs of their 


Conſciences, and ſo great the ſubtilty of Satan, 
that many are carried very quietly to Hell, and 
fear nothing till they fecl; and are not brought 
to their ſenſes, til} unſpeakable horror and an- 
guifh doth it: And on the other ſide, how ma- 
ny of the precious Sons of Zion have ſect in 8. 
Cloud? How many of the dear Children of 
God may go out of the World through a pain- 
ful Death? . Are not their Intelleftuals ſome- 
times impaired, their Reaſon Clouded, and their 
Bodies upon the Rack? and yet in a Moment 
they feel themſelves ſwallowed up of that glory, 
and the doleful antecedents of their Happineſs 
did but make their Reſt more ſweet, and wel- 
come, and pot an accent upon their bliſs, .. The. 
trath'of jt is, it hath not a little puzled ſome, as 
well as David, to conſtrue God's Diſpenſations, ' 
to ſee the wicked die quietly, Pſal. 73. 4 wow 
B 2 the 


the godly to have a ſtrange Death ; but God will < 


ffiortly reſolve this Riddle : and'I think it were - © : 


no very difficult thing for a ſerious underſtand- 
ing Man, to give himſclf conſiderable ſatisfati- 
on in this buſineſs, May not the wicked die 
quietly, becauſe his Coriſcjence is quite ſeared, 
and he may perſwade himſelf that he hath made 
dn agreement with Death and Hell? may he not 
+ hope that there is no ſuch place as Hell; or. if 
there is, that if is Tolerable ? May he not make 
himſelf believe, that the Word of God is not 
true, and inviſibles are all - but fanſies ? Or that 
God is ſo merciful, as that he will not Damn 
him ? And many ſuch things the Devil helps his 
Servants with, that ſo his ſervice may not be 
diſparaged, and that he may have the better ad- 
vantage to Tempt others. There is much alſo 
in the nature of the Diſeaſe ; and it may be God 
may try his own Children with acute pains, and 
let Satan buffet them, to manifeſt the excellen- 
of his Power, and their Grace, to try others 
of his Children, whether for all this they will 
ſerve him; and ſome Perſons of admirable at- 
tainments and great Experiences, while in health, 
may have ſome conſiderable Trials upon a death 
bed, that poor Chriſtians (which were ready to 
fear, becauſe they had not their enjoyments, that 
therefore they had nothing at all) might ſee 
that great Saints have their Trials, as well as 
they ; but I ſhall be far breifer in othgr things. 
' I come now to ſhew you who they are, that 
are bleſſed at their Death, and to give them a 
brief Deſcription of thoſe which die in the Lord, 


Firlt, 
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lb” Firſt, T hey are ſuch, who are made thorowly to 


under ſtand, that they were ſometimes quite dead in 
ins and treſpaſſes, that they were Aliens from the 
Commoen-wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to the 
* Covenant of Grace, \ | 

. Secondly, They are Perſons which are convin- 
ced of that miſery of ſuch a ſtate, and made to 
know, that if they dye in their fins, they muſt 
be buried in Flames. . 

Thirdly, Vpor this they gre out of love wit 

their mo Phetoved ſmns,and account that which was 
their life, joy, and pleaſure, to be a very Death, 
miſery,and Hell;whercupon they ſet themſelves 
in good earneſt againſt ſin, as the greateſt evil 
in the World: they believe now, That if they 
live after the Fleſh, they ſhall dye + but if through 
the Spirit they mortifie the deeds of the Fleſh, they 
ſhall live, Upon this account, they uſe all the 
means that they can to get their Corruptions 
weakned, an invvard Principle, Divine Life ; 
Now he begins to act them, which is as contra» 
ry to Sin, as Heaven to Hell, a Spirit of inge- 
nuity reſtrains them, How ſhall they do this, and 
ſim againſt God ? They now ſee fin in its colours, 
as it is contrary to the beſt good, God; they 
can ſce its killing and damning Nature, in the 
Agonies and Sufferings of Chriſt, and they feel 
the doieful Effects of fin in their Soul and Body, 
both ; and upon this account they can-ſay, what 
have I todo with Vanity any more ? Shall I ill 
hug this Setpent ? Shall I ſtill Sail with this Fo- 
»ab in my Veſſel ? and ſhall I after all this keep 
this Dal:lah in my Boſom? No; but, O that I 
equld hate it Ten Thouſand times more than [ 

| ==. B 3 60, 


1s 


go. There is an enmity raiſed. in the Sou 
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and death, it will (as you ſhall hear afterwards) + 


do hima world of kindnefs in ſhewing him the 
. Heads of all his Enemies. Ex 
' + An other quality of this Perſon, which is likg 
to make ſuch a bleſſed End, ts this, he is one that us 
\dead to the World, Faith hath diſcovered a bet- 
ther Country to him, it hath ſpyed that new Fe- 
ruſalem, and thoſe bleſſed Regions : and now the 
Soul thinks the VYorld ſcarce worthy of a ſeri- 
'ous thought, orlook ; he takes himſelf to bea 
kind of Priſoner here, and the whole vvorld but 


a Diingeon, if compared, with that ſtate of Ii-* 


berty and Glory; he now joyns with David, and 


Tays, Whom have I in Heavenbut thee, and there | 
3s none upon Earth that I can deſire beſides Thee. ' 


This is the man that is like to be a gainer by 
Death ; ' He who contemns Earth, and makes 
Heaven his Choice, ſhall never find himfelf a 
28 fol ESE, | 
* 5. Another property of the Man which ſhallbe 
bleſſed at Deaths this, t@ is ane that takes Chriſt 
for Life and Happineſs. Time was indeed, he was 


of an other mind, fin was his delight, and none 


ſo deſpicable in his Eye, as Chrilt; but God, in 
free and rich Grace, hath-taken away the Scales 
from his Eyes; and healed him of his miſerable 
blindneſs, and' let him ſee ſuch a lovclineſs in 
the Lord"Ehrift, as that now he is able to ſay; 
none'bot CEtift, none bot Chrift 5. He 5s altoge- 
ther Lovely. He is now quite out of loye with 
himſelf, neither his Righteouſneſs, nor apy thing 
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accompliſhed? He that copnts. nothing worth 


|. "the having except Chriſt, and for Chrilt, can/t 
\ 


© braces, 


"be miſerable, when he js lodged ſafe in his im- 


0. He that makgs it his Buſineſs to live to 
Ebrift, to hin to.dye ſhail be gain. God is oft- 
En-times. better, but never worſe than his word. 
And hath he.not made many promiſes, to them 
rhat diligently ſeck him 7 Hath he nat ſaid, that 
their Labours ſhall not be in Vain in the Lord ? 
The Chriſtian is running, and he ſhall at. laſt 
obtain the Prize; the Crown he fights for, he 
ſhall. have; fear not Chriſtian, quit thy ſelf 
bravely, winit aud were it; what though it be 


' wrapped up in Cypreſs ? Its Beauty ſhall not be 


Vailed long,, What though Death with his cold 
and. dirty hand (et it upon thy,head ?- It willfit 
as neat and as faſt, as an Almighty. Hand can 
make it.. What though the Veſſel be toſt and 
broke ? It ſhall come ſafe with its rich Lading to 
the deſired Harbour., Condemn .not, O you 
fooliſh World theſe. ſpiritual-Merchants, till 
you know what. their returns-are, when their 
burden is deliverid; but imitate them, till you 
can find a more gloriaus Prize, than Heaven, 
a- better happineſs. than God can give, and a 


Kingdom that will laſt longer, than Eteraity ;. | 


Pſal. 63.8. Pſal go. 14. | 
: 7. They wiich are willing (if calted to it) to 


' dp, or ſuffer any thing for Chriſt, ſhal.upherat this 


ng todie for Chriſt, 


Alſo ;, He that.is willi | 
ſhall live as long as Chriſt lives, in happineſs, 


B4 and 


; hriſt; and wwill not that Soul 
be bleſſed, when it comes to. have its: defires 
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*n, which can'tbe ſatisfied, till it ſee the Death % y 


'of Sin; now this is a Perſon tht is fit for death, 


and death, it will (as you ſhall hear afterwards) +. 


do him a world of kindneſs in ſhewing him the © 


. Heads of all his Enemies. | 

' +. An other quality of this Perſon, which is likg 
to make ſuch a bleſſed End, is this, he is one that 2s 
\dead to the World, Faith hath diſcovered a bet- 
ther Country to him, it hath ſpyed that new Fe- 
ruſalem, and thoſe bleſſed Regions : and now the 
Soul thinks the VYorld ſcarce worthy of a ſeri- 
'ous thought, orlook ; he takes himſelf to bea 
kind of Priſoner here, and the whole vvorld but 
a Diingeon, if compared, with that ſtate of 1i- 
berty and Glory; he now joyns with David, and 


Tays, Whom have I in Heaven but thee, and there” 
3s none upon Earth that I can deſire brſides Thee, * 


This is the man that is like to be a gainer by 
Death; ' He who contemns Earth, and makes 
Heaven his Choice, ſhall never find him{flf a 
___- WF © Rs | 
* 5. Another property of the Man which ſhallbe 
bleſſed at Death,ts this, he is ane that takes Chriſt 
for Life and Happineſs, Time was indeed, he was 


of an other mind, fin was his delight, and'none 


ſo deſpicable in his Eye, as Chrilt; but God, in 
free and rich Grace, hath-taken away the Scaſes 
from his Eyes, and healed hin of his miſerable 
blindneſs, and' let him ſee ſuch a lovclineſs in 
the Lord Ehriſt, as that now he is able to ſay; 
none bot Ctrift, none bot Chrift;. He 5s altoge- 

ber Lovely. He is now quite out” of loye with 
bimfelf, mcither his Righteouſneſs, nor any thing 
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hriſt ; and will not that Soul 


when he js lodged (ate in his im- 


” "braces, ' 


, 6. He that makss it his Buſineſs to live to 
Ebriſt, to him to dye ſhail be gain. God is oft- 
En-times, better, but never worſe than his word. 
And hath he.not made many promiſes, to them 
that diligently ſeck him ? Hath he not ſaid, that 
their Labours ſhall not be in Vain in the Lord ? 
The Chriſtian is running, and he ſhall at. laſt 
obtain the Prize; the Crown he fights for, he 
ſhall. have; fear not Chriſtian, quit thy ſelf 
bravely, winit aud were it; what though it be 
wrapped up in Cypreſs ? Its Beauty ſhall not be 


" Vailed long, What though Death with his cold 


and dirty hand (et it upon thy. head ? ;It will fit 
as neat and as faſt, as an Almighty Hand can 
make it... What though the Vecſlel.;be tot and 
broke ? It ſhall come ſafe with its rich Lading to 
the deſired Harbour,, Condemn ,not, O you 
fooliſh World theſe. ſpiritual Merchants, tall 
you know. what their returns-are, when their 
burden is deliver'd; but imitate them, till you 


can find a more gloriaus Prize, than Heaven, 


a- better happineſs. than God-can give, 'and a 


Kingdom that will laſt longer, than Eternity :. | 


Pſal. 63.8. Pſal go. 14. 
7. They w-ich are willing (if calte4 to it) to 
do, or ſuffer any thing for Chriſt, ſhall. wherit this 


ax i 5p He that.is willing to die for Chriſt, 


ive as long as Chriſt lives, in happineſy, 
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Stoicks, and yet with what patience, gratitude, 


and joy, did they ſuffer, what the Malice, and 


wit of Men and Devifs could infli&? and no 

they enjoy the ſtuit of their labours, the Salva- 
tion of their Souls ; and that js not. all, bit wy 
Teceiye their Palms, Robes atid Crowns, yea 
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hat Paul make 
*N0 great matter vf bonds, ſcorns at threatnings, ** 
and* triumpheth' in danger ;, the finiſhing his - 
"courſe with joy makes all' go down ſvveetly,”” 
"Mts 20; 24. The Primitive Chriſtians were no © 
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more peculiar badges of God's' Champions ; 


Loe thus ſhall it 'br done ro the Perſons, whom the 
Lord dchghteth to honour This ?tis to be impri- 
ſoned, banifhed, 'or dye for Chriſt. 'Rejoyce 


great is, Y 
given, not ohty *ro believe,” but alſo to ſuffer; 
this'Fire is but to purifie;and to make your VeE- 
ſels, more fit for your Maſters uſe ; this dirtcalt 
= is but to ſcower *and make you more 
tan; this knocking, rubbing, and hewing, is 
but'rdfurbiſh and poliſh you, that you may be 
more: ftately 'Pillars, in the Temple of your 
God. ' Fear not Men, nor Deyils : the greateſt 
Hurt that'they do you, is to fill your Sails, and 
ro'bring you more: ſpeedily to your Port. 
” 8: They whith lon Sd the coming of Chriſt, 
al” hee bFng* with him; that can ſay, I have 
waited for thy ſalvation ; O God, now let ty ſer- 
vb depart” in peace : na word, that can beax 
| their abferice” trom Chriſt, only upon thoſe 
/ tertiis, thilt they may bring honour to him in 
this life) and perfivade Sovulsto be in love with 
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ye uſtering Saints, and be exceeding glad, for | 
'our reward in Heaven! to you it is | 
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+ him, and may be inſtrumental for the ſetti vp 
WF his Kingdoms, ſhaking the Kingdom of Sathan, 
- 2and weakning the intereſt of Hell in the world, 
+ Theſe, O theſe are your brave Souls, thatare 
-*-out of Gun-ſhot : Death can never ſurprize 

"them, they ſtand always with their Loines girt, 
and their Lamps burning.”* And if the Bride- 
groom ſhould make the Mountains to Quake, 
with the ratling of his Chariots, and the Hills 
to tremble at the preſence of his Majeſty, and 
the Heavens themichres to ſhrivel into nothing, 
by the glory of his coming, yet they, (O bleſ- 
fed Souls ! ) and they only would break forth 
into a Song of Triumph, and Eternal Hallelu- 
jahs ; Who would not be a Saint? ſure none, 
buta mad-man, or a fool: 'Do the World” un- 
derſtand what theſe things mean ! Do they in- 
deed believe how muck the hicheſt of them all 
are below the meanetſt, and loweſt Child of 
God ? Thus'T have ſhown you who are the ſub. 
zets of this bleſſedneſs. 7 know 7 forget time, 
but it goes well, may you and / but get this 
bleſſedneſs ſecured, and ſpend a happy Eter- 
hity. | | | & 

The Second thing that 7 propoſed to ſpeak 
to,was to prove, that ſuch as theſe are (in ſpight 
of Hell) ſhall be bleſſed; and becauſe in the 
foregoing Diſcourſe, this hath been 'touched | 
upon, 1 ſhall but very bricfly run over theſe / 
things. | / 

Firſt, God /aith, they ſhall be bleſſed, and 
therefore they (hall ; when the great Perſecutors 
have been hunting for their Prey, and hope td 
roaſt what they-have got, and feed hee 
a 9 yy wi 


—__ 


uy: 35 : »*«xC uh 4 CS a ED 7 od 
| 90hs 8 £ 
y.* - y ” 0 


, = # z 
OW as” 


, _ & 2» Þ. IF 
Log) 
: 


_ mo the.content and pleaſyre,"” 
_4hat they fi £8jv9y ;' nay, when they ſhall beg 
with Tcarsfor the bleſſing, they ſhall be fruſirge © 
ted, denyed,,Curſed, an hear that heart rend- ; 
4ng, Reply, they have gatten the bleſſing befoge' 


you came, *tis now too late, yea, and they.{hgll 


be; bleed. |: Might I. not heap up a World..gf © 


Pzomiſes, :the leaſt of which clear a Saints Title 
to; this bleſſed luheritance ? Time would. fail 
ze, If L;ſhould bat read one in Forty; what 45 
the meaning of that, E/.. 57: 2.Phul..1.21. 2 Cox. 
$- 1. Job 3,17. : yd 


2, They'feel ſomemg'at of this happineſs is rips | 


World, therefore, they ſhall bape it Compleated «uw 
another. How oft do the Saints feel their Souls 
tranſported with the ſenſe of divine pleaſures? 
How many carneſts do.they receive of the pur, 
chaſed Polſcfhons? How many warm refreſh, 
yg Raies of Divine love break.jn upon theig 
Souls, ſo. that ghey would. not \exchange;-oneg 
Hours comfort for all the joys that- ever.;the 
wicked cnjoyed, could they allbe united in one; 
and their duration be Eternal? . have 1 not with 
much comfort ſeen ſome of thoſe Triumphing 
$gints rejoycing,when others would have mour- 
ned ?' Have Lnotheard them talk of their ſweet 
experiences, the yery mentionof which, is more 

. reviving toa ſpiritual Hearer, than the higheſt 
| \ Pleaſures that the fenſualiſt is capable of. Some. 
\ximes in Prayer their Souls even get into the bo. 
ſom of God, and the great God and Man have 
2 bleſſed intercourſe, the Soul lets out it ſelf to 
F od, and God Jets out his Love to the Soul, 
times in a Meditation-the -Heart is glow- 

IE. | ing, 
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$588, and the Fire burns, and erc it is aware, it 


15 lifted above the World, yea, and above it ſelf 
> too. What elſe is this, but the clear. Demon- 
£ ration of the reality of inviſibles 2 Can meer 
= Fancies thus tranſport Men ? Muſt they not bee 
= lieve their own Experiences? Can that jov, 
- yvhich is the reſult of Faith and Love, and comes 

in from the Promiſes; and that in a way of du- 

ty and cloſe walking with God, Can that be a 

deluſion ? Will the ſpirit of Truth witneſs to a 

lye? VVill goodneſs it ſelf put a Cheat upon 

poor Creatures, and that in a-matter of ſuch 
vaſt conſequence, as Eternity ?: Can we con- 
ceive that he which commands ns not to de- 
ceive our Neighbour, ſhould deceive us ? Shall 
any that calls himſelf a Chriſtian, entertain ſuch 
blaſphemous apprehenfions of the bleſſed Feho=« 
vab? VVell then, if it be ſo, that Children ef 

God, love ſolid and uncxpreſſible joyes, many 

tines even on this ſide Glory ; Doth not this 

then prove, that hereafter they ſhall be happy, 


and that beyond the apprehenſions of Men, and 
Tongue of Angels ? For the Saint in his great- 
eſt dimenſions, ſylleſt enjoyments, and talleſt 
Stature on this ſide the Grave, is but a Child, a 
Dwarf, a Worm, in compariſon of what he will 
be the next moment after his Diſſolution ; - Fox 
the proof of this, you may read over theſe, and 
- other Scriptures, P/al. 16. 11, P/al, 42, 5. Luks 
16. 22,_2 Cor, 4 7, Revel. 14.15, 
. 3. May TI nt bring in the wicked themſelves, 
as Witneſſes of the Saints Elappineſs, and their own 
Miſery; the Saints wiſdom, and their folly? what 
elſe is the meaning of Balanm's Wilh ? Toy 
oy on 
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ſhould he be ſo defirous to dye the death of the 


Saints, and to have his latter end like his, if he 


were not thorowly convinced of this, that ho= : 
lineſs wereno madneſs, piety no fancy, and re- 
ligion no deluſion ? What: is it that makes thoſe. 
in' Mat, 26.8. to cry out ſo importunately ;” 


Give us of your Oyl, for our Lamps are gone 
ont. I am perſwaded, that all the Reprobates 
in-Hell, will one Day juſtifie the Children of 
God for their feriouſncſs, and wiſh a thouſand 
times, that they had had their ſcorns, loſſes, tor- 
ments : It is no unuſual thing for them, which 
have to do with dying Perſons, to hear them 
crying out with anguiſh, when their time is 
Tpent, and their ſands are rvn-out, O you are 
happy, O that I were but in the condition of 
the pooreſt, and miſerableſt Saint upon Earth. 
© that I had put prayed with fervency, heard 
with ſeriouſneſs, and minded my Soul in good 
earneſt Happy are they that have not all their 
work todo ina dying Hour! O happy are they 
that have ſome Cordial to comfort them in a 
time of ſuch diſtreſs ! O, a Chriſt, a Chriſt ; ten 
thouſand Worlds now for that Chriſt, which 7 
deſpiſed !! Theſe are things we are acquainted 
with. Well then,our Enemies themſelves being 
Judges, an Jſraelite indeed is a Perſon of true 
worth, and without controyerfie, his eſtate is 
and ſhall be comfortable, bleſſed and glorious. 


4. How great are the abſurditics, that elſe 
would follow ? Would not the Devil boaſt that 
he hath done more for his followers, than Chriſt 
hath done for bis? Would it not follow that 
"Eb ofs PIzY #3 Saints 
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_ Saints are the moſt miſcrable fools in the world 7 


—_—__Kke. S &. Meh 4 


then it would be to no purpoſe to deny ones 


* ſelf, to fight with Beaſts at Epheſus, to'bear the 
- contradiction of finners : Then Chriſt died for 
| nothing, or hath done his work by the halves ; 


then there is no credit to be given to the Bible, 
God is worſe than his word, and the Scripture- 


' Promiſes are falſe 5 then Paul's confidence was 


madneſs, and his boaſting made void ; then all 
Preaching is a Cheat, and the Miniſters of Chriſt 
arc impoſtors, and the wicked are in the right : 
then David would have better reaſon to ſay, he 
hath cleanſed his Hands in vain, and that his fre- 
quent Devotions were to no purpoſe, and his 
Songs at Mid-night, but the dotages of an ex- 
travagant Fancy, and Hours which were ſpent 
in Prayer and Meditation, were purely loſt. 
What ſaiſt thou to this, O Chriſtian ? would 
not this be ſad News indeed, if all thy hopes 
ſhould come to this ? But be of good chear, 
this is the Doctrine which the Devil and his 
Miniſtersdo Preach z as long as God is True, you 
ſhall not be deceived; as long as he is happy,you 
ſhall not be miſerable; and til] Rell hath got a- 
bove Heaven, you are well enough. Go on 
therefore reſolutely, and let nothing daunt thee, 
*tis but yet a little while, -and you ſhall ſce all 
this, and more than this a thouſand times made 
good to thee, Fear not, 'tis God who hath 
ſpoken it, and he commanded his Servant Fohw 
to write, and leave it upon Record, Thar the 

which dye in the Lord are bleſſed, and they ſhall 
reſt from their Labours, and their Works do follow 


them,- 
3. The 
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." 3. The next thing which I promiſed to Few». 4 
to, vvas, ro ſhew wherein the bleſſednels of de- K - 
parted Saints doth conſiſt; but what work am- 
I now about ? Who is ſufficient for theſe — 32 
What Tongue can utter the leaſt part of that 
Glory ? What Heart can imagine its tranſcen-: 
dent excellency ? and what Ears can bear it ? 
Should ſuch a one as Moſes, Enock,, or Elias , 
come ſparkling in his Robes, in the habit of a 
glorified Saint, and ſhould he but tell you what 
a Sight he hath ſeen, vvhat Melody he hears, 
vvhart Imployment he is ingaged in, vvhat poſ-, 
ſeſſions he enjoys, Where would he endure it ? 
F am perſwaded if in this mortal ſtate, God 
ſhould let in the Soul the hundredth thouſandth 
part of that Glory, which Saints enjoy in Hea- 
ven, it would in a moment fink a-man, and make 
ſuch bodies as ours now are, wither to Duſt. 1 
have ſcen a great many fine things in my time, 
I have heard of more, but I can eafily imagine 
more than ever all the Princes of the Earth, in 
their greateſt Splendour enjoyed ; and yet here. 
lamat a loſs, and no vvonder-: for it is beyond 
the reach of Saints and Angels in Heaven fully 
to conceive vvhat their own happineſs is, and I 
' believe it is no ſmall part of their joy, that they 
ſerve a Maſter , who loveth to out-do, not only 
deſerts and expeRations, but even the imagina- 
tions of his Creatures. How then can ſuch a 
poor Worm as I am, mannage ſuch a vvork as 
thisis? Becauſe I can't fay all; muſt I ſay no- 
thing, and paſs this over vvith ſilence and admi- . 
ration ? Becauſe this is a great deep, vvhich our , 
Plummet can't fathom, an Ocean that hath-no 
ſkoar, 
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forbid. O may i be my work in time, -and:to 


” Eternity to praiſe that infinite, byundleſsexcet- . 


lency-that is in my God, Though theſe are 
matters, which one would think ſhould con- 


+ mand Atzention and Aﬀection both, vet.if we 


conſult the Lives of all, yea the highe(t experi- 
ences of the belt, notwithſtanding theſe things 
are ſo frequently inculcated, and ſo paſſionately 
recommended to our Conſideration, yet where 
is the man or Woman to be found, that lies 
under the lively. impreſſions of theſe things : 
And therefore I ſhall think it not impertinent, 
If. } dwell upon-that an Hour, which will be the 
ſubje of your Meditation, and Foundation of 
your. Comfort, if ever you underſtand what 
Chriſtianity: in the life of it _ means, This only 
by the by; alittle ro quicken your, Attention. [ 
come now to-my buſineſs, to-ſhew you wherein 
the Saints joan / way after Death conſiſts : 

1, It iſts in a full Everlaſting freedom 
from evil, or any imperfection. 

2, It conſilts/in.a-compleat, perfect, and E- 
ternal enjoyment of all the goodthat our na- 
tures are capable of. 

Firſt, Is conſiſts 999 « full and-everlaſting free- 
dom from evil, or any imperfettion. And herel 
ſhall infiſtupon ſome of thofe evills and imper- 
ſetions, which: a Child: of God fhall be freed 
from, as ſoon as ever Death hath let the Soul 
out of the Body. * | 

Firſt, The Saint is free {rom all Sin,” The 
Bolts ſhall be knockt off,the Priſon Walls broke 
down; andthe poor Captive ſet at liberty, ' Q 
Blefſed 
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bleſſed ſubiſee! How - glad would Pal 


been, if when he cryed out in ſuch an A SE. 


O wretched Man, who ſhall deliver me? Khe. 


had heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, thy 
gtoans have pierced the Clovids, thy Prayer hat 

reached the Heavens, thy Petitions ſhall be 
granted immediately, would not this have beer 
grateful news? Whe9:- before a few days be at 
an end, this ſhalt be-the condition of every one 


of God's People. Now indeed if you liſten to | 


their Cloſets,you ſhall hear how dolefully they 
bemoan their condition; if you follow them in- 


to their Families, What is it that they would. 


moſt defire of God ? is it not freedorh ſrom fin 7 
What complaints do they make of themſelves, 
that there ſhould be ſo great an unſuitableneſs jn 
them to God, that their hearts afe unſenſible of 
the worth of divine things, that they ſhould have 
ſo little love' to the Lord Chriſt, and be (6 little 
taken with the kindneſs of the Redeemer; how 
weak and faint,how cold'and dull in duty? hovy 
ready to betray their Lord, how cowardly in the 
cauſe of God ? But Death will for ever ſilence 


theſe complaints, death tares off Zoſbua's rags, 


and preſents him before the Lord without ſpot 
or wrinkle; or any ſuch thing; fin indeed ac- 
companicth the ungodly into another world ; he 
reſts from his pleaſures, and his wicked works 
follow him : but it is far otherwiſe with the god- 
ly, Sin was his burden, and Death ſhall unload 


him; fin ſhall be confined to Hell, Heaven enter- 


tains no ſuch deformity : This Tytant. ſhall no 
more inſlave any of Chriſts ſubje&ts. The houfe 


of Saul, and the hovſe of Div:d ſhall rio longer - 
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7 aa that bloody conflict between the fleſA 
"WW and ſpirit ſhall then be determined by a find vi- 
-Qory, then the Sovl will fay, farewell my-hard 
heart, farewell unbelief;farewell ingratitude;rhen\ 
thou ſhalt-fiever entertain an unkind thought 
of God mote; the laine and the blind, and the 
Febilfcres fhal be ſmitten when King David comes 
to make'his Palace th Zion, thy hns muſt dye 
when the Lor4't6merh to take the full poſſeſſion 
of this Fort : Royal confeſſion of- fin ſhall ſhort: 
ly be needleſs; no darkneſs ſhall cloud the-un- 
detſtsnding; no perverſtieſs the will, no diſor- 
derlineſs in the affections, ho: treachery in. the 
memory; the Eyes thall be better employed than 
in beholding:of Vanity, the Eats ſhall not be 
locked againſt truth, the Hands far from vio 
lence, the Tongue frorii deceit; and the feet 
from walking in ways of wickedneſs. And ſeems 
this alight matter to you who have gone bowed 
all your days under the preſſure of fin ? Is it no- 
thing to you'to have all your iniquities done' a- 
way as a Cloud, and your tranſgreſſions; as' a 
thick Cloud ? -Thus ſte what a kindneſs that for- 
Midable enemy doth-to all the ſubjets of Chri/ts 
Ringdoo'| what prayers, tears, and groans did: 
gradually, it doth at one blow. - Thus the 0p- 
preſſed is' delivered, the mourner made to: res 
joyce, and the great -make-bate berween- God 
and the- Soul; 'for ever diſcarded; and tarned 
out of Doors, Eph 5. 27. Ef 441i 22: + + | 
- 2, Whek a Criſtian dieth, he ſhall be. freed 
from all the temptations of Sdthan, Death ſets 
the Soul 'out of the Devils teach; this Angel 
tyith nothing} todo in Heaven, this Serpent ſhalt 

, not 
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been, if when he cryed out in ſuch an Agony : 
O wretched Man, who ſhall deliver me ? Ih 
had heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, thy 

> gtoans have pierced the Clorids, thy Prayer hat 
reached the Heavens, thy Petitions ſhall be 
granted immediately, .would not this have been 
grateful news? Whey: before a few days be at 
an end, this ſhalt be-the condition of every one 


their Cloſets,you ſhall hear how dolefully they 


bemoan their condition; if you follow them in- 


moſt deſire of God ? is it not freedorh ſrom fin 7 
What complaints do they make of themſelves, 
Y that there ſhould be ſo great an unſuitableneſs jn 
them to God, that their hearts afe unſenſible of 
the worth of divine things, that they ſhould have 
ſo little love to the Lord Chriſt, and be (6 little 
taken with the kindneſs of the Redeemer ;* how 
weak and faint,how cold and dull in duty? hovy 
ready to betray their Lord, how cowardly in the 
cauſe of God ? But Death will for ever ſilence 
theſe complaints, death rares off Zoſbua's rags, 


companieth the ungodly into another world ; he 
reſts from his pleaſures, and his wicked works 
follow him : but it is far otherwiſe with the god- 
ly, Sin was his burden, and Death ſhall unload 
him ; fin ſhall be confined to Hell, Heaven enter- 
tains no ſuch deformity : This Tytant. ſhall no 
more inſlave any of Chriſts ſubje&s. The houſe 
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Bleſſed Jubilee! How glad would Paul Have. * 


of God's People. Now indeed if you liſten to | 


to their Families, What is it that they would. 


and preſents him before the Lord without ſpot 
or wrinkle; or any ſuch. thing; fin indeed ac-. 


of Saul, and the houſe of D#v1d ſhall no longer 


tontend, that bloody conflict between the fleſR 
and ſpirit ſhal{ then be determined by a final vi- 
\Qory, then the Sovl will ſay, farewell my hard 
heart, farewellunbelief;farewell ingratitude;then 
thou ſhalt-fiever entertain an unkind thought 
of God more; the lame and the blind, and the 
Febiifrres hal be ſmitten wheh King David comes 
to make his Palace it Zion, thy fins muſt dye 
when the Lor4:&6meth to take the full poſſeſhon 
of this Fort : Royal confeſſion of- fin ſhall ſhorts 
ly be needleſs ; no darkneſs ſhall cloud the un- 
detſtsnding; rio perverſtieſs the will,- no diſor- 
derlineſs in the affections,” ho: treachery in. the 
memory; the Eyes fhall be better employed than 
in beholding:of Vanity, the Ears ſhall not be 
locked againſt truth, the Hands far from vio 
lence, the Tongue from deceit; and the feet 
from walking it ways of wickedneſs. And ſeems 
this a light matter to you who. have gone bowed 
all your days under the preſſure of fin ?' Is it ho- 
thing to you'to have all your iniquities done' a- 
way as-a Cloud, and your tranſgreſſions; as' a 
thick Cloud ? Thus ſec what a kindneſsthat for- 
Midable enemy dothto all the ſubjects of Chri/ts 
pre: cr wh what prayers, tears, and groans did: 
gradually, it doth at one-blow. - Thus the 0p- 
preſſed is delivered, the mourner made to re- 
joyce, and the great, mak&-bate- berween- God 
and the: Soul; for ever diſcarded; and tarned' 
out of Doors, Eph 5. 27. Ef 441 22: - © 
- 2, When a, Chriſtian dieth, he ſhall be. freed 
from all the temptations of Sdthan, Death ſets 
the Soul 'out of the Devils teach; this Angel 
tyith nothing todo in Heaven, this —_ ſhalt 
' not 
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not-come into the higher Paradiſe, nor Sathat 
creep. into this Eden Now indeed, he goes up 
Mary ona like a roating Lyon, ſeeking whom he 
may devour, now he. ſets his.Ginnes eve1 
wiicre to catch the.vawary Chriſtiahs4 he uſer 
his ſtratagems $0: ſirprize them, but then this 
adverſary ſhall be trod under Foot, his Fiery 
Darts ſhall be quenched, and his deſigns broken, 
O happy Day, V Vhen will it come ?., V Vhen the 
Deyil ſhall be as unlikely to temprt,ag our hearts 
to cloſe : when we are gut once ſafe to reſt, the 
Devil ſhall as calily ſhake God's-Throne, as our 
happineſs, Deathturns the Key, Bolts and Bar 
this Enemy out; then, O:thenthoi ſhalt ſee this 
Pharaoh caft dead on the ſhore, and for ever dil- 
abled from making any reſiſtance againſt thee, 
orin the leaſt diſturbing thy peace; Kev, 20. 10; 
3- The ety Se of the People of God conſift+ 
eth in their being freed fram the framnes and 
iatteries of the World, In life time thou art fain 
to fight thy way. to peace, to. diſpute every ing 
thou. goeſt, and canſt never have a quiet Hous 
while thou haft ſuch ill neighbours ; There is 
old quarrel between the ſeed of 'the V Voman % 
the Serpent,and the. enmity is radicated, and thr 
feud can be cool'd-with nothing but Death, Chrj= 
ſtian, expe not.as long-as any of ,'that Canyſh 
Generation breath;.that thou ſhauld'ſt be long 
ſecure; In the, world you ſhall have tribulation, 
but be of goed cheer, Chriſt hath overcome the 
VVorld, Fob.*19. 33. V Vhat though they ſpeak 
great words, Priſon, Halter, Faggot 2 Thou ſhalt 
ere long ride in ſtate to glory. and then let them 
&© their worſt ; VVher thou art'in Heaven, they 
ith : may 


: > 


N (27) P 
may curſe. and: increaſe their own miſery, but 
they'ſhel} nor in the leſtdiminiſh thy lity. 

as for their flatteries they ſhall ſignifie no- 
mg. the beauty of thig inferiour World' will 
be darkned by the brightneſs of that-light-which 
Death leads thee into ; its Excellencies will be 


- quite ecliped, its allurements will loſe their po- 


wer- Who can chooſe- but: contemn the Earth, 
that knows what Heaven- meaneth ? O howlow 
an eſteem have the moſt experiencedmen herw of 
the World ! Honours-/and /riches are-counted 
very inconſfiderable things ro them whith under 
ſtand the:difference. between finite' and-infinite, 
the. ponitn between Time and Eternity ; 
Death' th the duft out of out eyes,it plucks 
off the Vail,/and ſhewsone quickly the glory of 
both V'Vortds: and ſoit is not left longto deter- 
mine,” whith'is to. be (preferred, droſs or ſilver, 
or gold,” a dinghil of a Palace - there will 
be no:thought of returningto- Egypt, of Goſheb, 
cither'in them which know the fruitfulneſs of the 
ſpiritual Carzun;; the accomodations of the new! 
Jeruſalem; the pleaſure of the holy Coutt. 
44 'Death b4- ſhall reſt from all his paint, 
there is no fear of fickneſs, ſorrowes, -and athe;. 
The Stone, Gout, & Plague are Diſtemipets tha 
none labour with there +:that' Aire is clear, and 
ſinwhich infefteth- othef places never got foot- 
ing there; they that ſcarce know what-a Days 
caſe now means,.: ſhall: then forget their ſortow/ 
their:Conſtitutions ſhall be mended, their crazy 
Bodies; that needed to be propped vp by Art, 
oats now/no need of ſuch helps : the lame ſhall 
eap;theblind ſee, the weak ſhall be ſtrong, "the 
; C2 crooked 


not-come into the higher Paradiſe, nor Sathat 
creep into this Eden: Now indeed, he goes up 
anddown like a roating Lyon, ſecking whom he 
may devour, now he ſets his.Ginnes ever 
re to catch the pawary Chriſtiahs4 he uſer 
is ſtratagems $0; ſÞrprize them,, but then this 
adverſary ſhall be trod under Foot, his Fiery 
Darts ſhall be quenched, and his deſigns broken, 
O happy Day, V Vhen willit come 2, V Vhen the 
Devil ſhall be as unlikely to tempt,ag-ur hearts 
to cloſe : when we are got once ſaſe to reſt, the 
Devil ſhall as eaſily ſhake God's-Throne, as our 
happineſs, Deathturns the Key, Bolts and Barg 
this Enemy out; then, O.then thoÞ ſhalt ſee this 
Pharaoh caſt dead on the ſhore, and for ever diCſ- 
abled from making any- reſiſtance againſt thee, 
or in the leaſt diſturbing thy peace, Kev, 20, 10, 
3. . The Bleſſeaneſe of the People of God conſift+ 
eth in their being freed from the frownes and 
flatteries of the World, In life time thou art fain 
to fight thy way. to peace, to. diſpute every ſtep 
thou. goeft, and canſt never have a quiet Hous 
while thou haft ſuch il} neighbours ; There is 
old quatrel between the ſeed of 'the V Voman % 
the Serpent,and the enmity is radicated, and the 
feud can be cool'd-with nothing but Death, Chrj- 
ſtian, expect not.as Jong as any of, 'that Canſh 
Generation breath;-that thou ſhauld'ſt be long 
ſecure; In the world you ſhall have tribulation, 
but be of goed cheer, Chriſt hath overcome the 
VVorld, Fob."19. 33. V Vhat though they ſpeak 
great words, Priſon, Halter, Faggot 2 Thou ſhalt 
ere long ride in ſtate to glory. and then let them 
& their worſt : VV her thou art'in Heaven, they 
*< ; may 
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may curſe. and; increaſe their own miſery, but 
{fg ape the leſtdiminiſh thy tranquility, 
as for their flatteries they ſhall ſignifie no- 

ing, the beauty of thig inferiour World' will 
be darkned by the brightneſs of that:light-which 
Death leads thee into ; 'its Excellencies will be 


' quite ecliped, its alluremerits will loſe their po- 


wer. Who can chooſe- but: contemn the Earth, 
that knows what Heaven- meaneth ? Ohow low 
an eſteem bave the moſt experiencedmen herwof 
the World ! Honours-and / riches are-counted 
very inconkiderable- things ro them whith under 
ſtand the:difference. between finice' and-infinite, 
the. pon between Time and Eternity ; 
Death: 2th the duft out of out eyes,it plucks 
off the Vail,/and ſhews one quickly the glory of 
both V'Vortds: and ſoit is not left long-to deter- 
mine,” which'is td. be (preferred; droſs or ſilver, 
braſs or gold; a dunghil of a Palace : there will 
be no thought of  returningto' Egypt, of Goſheb, 
citherin then which know the fruitfulneſs of the 
ſpiricual Cana; the accomodations of the new! 
Jeruſalem; the pleaſbre of the holy Coutt. ' 
- 4 tr :Death- b1 ſhall reſt from all bis parry 
there is no fear of fickneſe, ſorrowes, -and aches, 
The'Stone; Gout, & Plague are Diſtewipets tha 
none labour with there +:that' Aire is clear, and 
ſin-which infefteth- othe? places never got foot- 
ing there;.they that ſcarce-know- what-a Days: 
eaſe now means,.* ſhall' then forget their fortows/ 
their:Conltitutions ſhall Be mended, their crazy 
Bodies; that needed tobe propped vp by Art,' 
have now-no need of ſuch helps : the lame ſhall 
leap;the blind ſee, the weak ſhall be ſtrong, "the. 
110A 4 C3 crooked 
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Erdgked ſtrait,they whicki were in dearbs oft Call 


be; never:in danger, .; O'happy alterationi!- the 


Grave will refine arid alter our Bodies. and they 
ſhall:there bury all impetfeRions, and this ajorcal 
ſhall put-o.immortality,and this: cotruptible in- 
cotfbption. 'There tlic; weary ſhall be at reſt, 
Ef8.61.'3. 33 24. 0:60:18. ob 4-196 93! 

| $+ 7 ha bleſſedneſa of gheAeceaſed 5 auiti conſiſt 
eth in their perfet} freedowme from all wanrs, "and 
fear of want, , Here they have theirdaily want; 
and-in the ſweat of itheir-brows: they' muſt ear 
their Bread, The World ia its beſt eſtate is made 
up of: vapitics and roubles...: How:mnch heed 
have: we'of the help. of. opr 'fellow-gregtures ? 
we cag't live withqut theſe of their:bddics arid 
lives. we want theirfergee.to. till out Grounds, 
and. to carry oar weak ;Bodycs, that .can'fome- 
times.ſearce go under- their own burded,; Whar' 
ſhift could we ntake,if the influences df the Son, 
Moon and Stars were-ſaſpended ?. what, lamen-/ 
table complaint ſhould we make, if God ſhould: 
ſeal up the Fountains of water? how.faon! ſhouldi 
we faint,if, he ſhould' make the Heayens astron;; 
and the Earth as Braſs ? What |Etement can we 
want, what Creature could we well fpare.? But 

the/time is.coming, that Day wil ſtortly begin, 

whoſe:brightnefs will;make, he Sun dark; and 
the Moon to diſappeaz,and all the Sts toleave 
their Spheres ag uſele(s. .O unbelief, how: miſe-: 
rably doſt thou-rob-us of the comforts, which the 
very fore-thoughts of that hour might bring in ! 

dwell © my trembling ſoul. upon the Meditation 
of theſe-things. Is there no truth nor weight in 

thoſe Scriptures? E/;60.19.Ef21 — ia thy 

kl | wer 
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Anſwer.” Why then art thou” caſt down O' my ſoul, 


and why art thou diſquitred within me ? VVait up- \ 


on'the Lord, and be of goad courage; waitl ſay 
upon the'Lord. erg Pn | 

6. This happy Man ſhall be quite freed of 
whatſoever may argue an imperfect ſtate, Some 
of thofe very graces-that are now fo ufeful and 
neceffary,: when their'work is done ſhall be laid 
aſide as uſeleſs, mean Faith, Hope, Patience, de- 
fire : all which ſpeak ſomething of imperfeQion 
ſhall then be ſwallowed up of love. They now 
help tofead the ſoul out of Egypr, conduct tho- 
row the Red Sea,andVVilderneſs,and fend ſpics 
into Canaan, and bring good tidings out of that 
Land; they ſce Sibor; Og, and Amaleck difcom- 
fited, and their Power broken, they go to the 
Borders of the promifed Land, nay, they get up 
to P;ſpa, and upon Mount Nebo, there they bid 
the ſoul farewell. Faith, like askilful Pilot,keeps 
cloſe to the Ship, till ir ſee it out of danger, 
Faith,like loyal Barzilas,brings in abundant pro- 
viſions for the foul, in all its ſtreights, and comes 
with it to the banks of Fordan, to the brink of 
eternity; but there,there it takes its final leave, & 
fends over yong Chimban to wait upon the King 
at Jeruſalem, it ſends loye over into Heaven to 
dwell there with the Lord for ever. O — 
Rate, when faith ſhall be ſwallowed up of ſight ! 
Here we live by faith, and not by ſenſe or fight ; 
m glory we ſhall live by ſenſe and ſight, and not 
by faith, The ſhadow hall vaniſh when the ſyb- 
ance is come ; hope, patience, deſire, and fear 
ſhall-all-paſs away, and be ſwallowed up with an 


cternal fruition, poſton, and ſecurity. Happy 
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the privative part of their happineſs, I come now 
to touch a little upon the politive part, but what 
an Ocean am | now Lanching into, whocan tell 
all rhe Ptiviledges of a Citizen of Zjon, what 
.*Pen candeſcribe the honour and dignities of the 
Sons of God ? But that: may heightey: your ſpi- 
rits, and a little antedate your comforts, I ſhall 
in the next place ſhew ſomething of the poſitive 
art, | | 
2. The bleſſedneſs of thoſe which dye in the 
Lord, conliſts politively,. : 
Firſt in this, that they ſhall enter into. the So- 
ciety of the Angels,: they- ſhall lezve any longer 
converſing with mortals,and, inſtead of wroeping 
friends, ſee themſelves compaſſed with ſinging 
Angels. How do you think that Lazarns was 
affeted, who inſtead of Beggars, Cripples, and 
Dogs, had a Guard of Angels waiting upon 
him? What an ex:aſy of- joy was he ſurprized 
with, Zyk. 16. 22, This honour have all the 
Saints, We think the ſight of a King, the look of 
a Princc, the company of a Lord a great matter ; 
what are they, if compared with.the leaſt of the 
Captains of the Lord's Hoſt ? How valt. is the 
difference between Fleſh and Spirit?and yet this 
favor the. Lord is pleaſed. to,.confer. upon! the 
leaſtof his Children. And how glad are _—_ 
vx 9:76 gels 


will hew,you greater cirkoppin All this is but 
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els themſelves of the ſociety of the pooret 

zint? they are glad even here to be doing offices 
of love for them, many a danger they delivered 
them from, many a mercy they conveyed from 
their Father to them, but theſe Earthly Bodies 
were ſcarce capable of communications with ſuch 
noble and ſpiritual Creatures, but at Death they 
ſhallknow their old friends and fellow-ſervants, 
ard blefs God with them, and for them for ever, 
Heb. 12. 22, And theſe Chariots and Horſemen 
of 1ſrael ſhall carry up Foſep» to his- Fathers 
Houſe, and there the Sons of God ſhall ſhout 
for joy. Time was, the fight of an Angel would 
make a Saint tremble, but then it ſhall make 
them to triumph : and what ſtories will they tell 
. them, of the providences of God toward them, 
and joyn with them in the high praiſes of his 
goodneſs and love? But all this is but little to 
what follows. 

2. At Death, the ſouls of believers are made 
perfet in holineſs. How will they in a moment 
ſee themſelves as white as ſnow ? How glorious 
ſhall the Kings Daughter be, when her beauty is 
perfect, -how- lovelily will ſhe look, when ſhe's 
clad with innocent purity, how excellent whea 
her royal Husband the Lord Chri/# (hall be-inh- 
nitely taken with her? Will he not then ſay, thou 
art all fair my love, there is no ſpot in thee; come 
with me from Lebanon my Spouſe,with me from 
Lehatwon, from the top of 4mana, from the 
top Of Shenir and Hermon, from the Lyons 
Dens, f.om the Mountains of Leopar\s., Thou 
haſt raviſhed my heart,mySiſter,my Spove,thou 
haſraviſhed my heart, with one of thine Eyes, 
C4 with 
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with one. Chain of thy Neck ; How fair is th 
love, my Siſter, my Spouſe, &c. Cart, 4.7, $; 
9, 10. If the Lord'ſee ſo much beauty here in 
his Church, what will he do hereafter, when he 
ſhall have waſt'd away all her defilements, and 
raken obt her ſtains, and have decked her with 
his Jewels, and put on her Wedding Garment 2? 
That Day is coming O my ſoul ! when will the 
ſhadqws flee away, when will dayes and nights 
be all at an end, when will tinie be ſpent, wheri 
ſhall: the'Curtain be drawn ?. O that, that's the 

ace! thou'ſhalt then love that precious Jeſus, 
with a Seraphick and Angel-like loye, thou wilt 
then'as muchdetight and rejoyce ih him, as A- 


brabam, David, and Paul did. Thy drowfic ſoul 


ſhall be as nimble” and ative in the ſervice of thy 
Sreat Maker, as Enoch and Elia: ; thou ſhalt 
praiſe him Day and Night, arid be no more 
weary than the Angels themſelves: thou ſhalt 
perfectly underſtand the will of God, and rea- 
dily obey it : thou ſhalt be holy as God is holy ; 
and what would you now give for ſuch a frame ? 
how glad would you be to feel a connaturality 
to divine imployments, how happy would you 
taink your ſelves, if your heart were always 
ds 'God would have it? [s not for this, that 
you faſt and pray ? 1s it not for this, that you' 
hear, read, and meditate?f[s it not this the end of 
Sacraments ? Well, be of good cheer, in Mount 
Zion there ſhall be deliverance and, holineſs : 
Obed, *17. And is 'all this nothing, ſeemeth it; 
ſtill a ſaiall priviledge to be a Child of God, and 
like ovr Father '? who that underſtands this 
would not bid Death welcome, -and fay, now” 
&- +» v | 4 Grave 


=.” of » 
or 


(33) 
Gravedo thy worſt ?- Ask Paul, and he will tell 
you that upon this account he groans: enquire 
of David, and he will let you underſtand, that 
he never expets ſatisfation, till he awake with 
God's likeneſs, P/s/. 17. 

' 3. Another =: vngr the bleſſedneſs of 
a Chriſtian at Death lyes, is this, the fight of 
Chriſt. What canbe more defired by a Child of 
God, than to behold and enjoy him, by whom 
all the mercies we have, and all that we expe&t 
flow into us, Ep». 1, 11, That good old Saint, 
Zuk,2. 30. thought it a Heaven upon Earth to 
ſee him, though his Majeſty was vailed, and the 
brightneſs of his glory wrapped up, and covered 
by his humanity, 'he doth fing a Requiem to his 
Soul, and ſay, Now let thy Servant depart in 
peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation, 
How were Peter, Fames, and Fohn,affected at his 
transfiguration, Mat.17. 2, What an admirable 
frame doth the Spouſe ſeem to be in, when the 
ſaw only the ſhadow and back-parts of this be- 
loved one, Cart. 5. 16. She can't tell when to 
have done commending of him, But all this is 
but a ſmall thing, compared to the fight which 
they ſhall ſee, when their graces ſhall'be com- 
leat,and their ſouls like him;and then ſhall they 
hold the King in his beauty; no longer the con- 
tempt and ſcorn of the World, no longer in po- 
verty and want,no longer crucified and rejected; 
But Jeſus the expreſs [mage of his Father, and 
the brightriefs of his glory, accompanyed with 
Millions of Angels, all at his command ; and. 
et for all this,caſting a gracious eye upon them; 
Thien ſhall the Soul behold him face to face, _ 
\ id, 
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$id, apd ſuffered ſuch wonderful things for it; , 
© tas he that he came out of his Fathers boſome, 
* twas he that ſtept out of his Throne,and put off 
his Rodes,that came leaping over the Mountains 
and Skipping over the Hills, running thorow a 
thouſand difficulties, that he might pluck thee . 
out of thy miſery,& deliver thee out of the paw 
of the Lyon, andthe Bear, that he might redeem 
thee from the powet of Sin, Death, and Hell, 
How will the Heavens eccho with fongs of zoy, 
when the Bride,the Lamb's V Vife, ſhall come to 
dwell with her Husband for ever? Iſay 33. 17 
Chriſt is the defire of Nations, the joy of Am- 
els, the delight of the Father, and he in whom | 

'E is well pleafed. What ſolace then mult that 
foul be fall'd with, that hath the poſſeſſion of him 
to all Eternity ;1s not his love better than wine, 
and a look of his countenance to be prefer'd be- 
fore Corn and Oyl ? Is not his kindneſs to be va- 
Iued above life it ſelf? VVhat meaneſt thou then 
O my ſoul, that thou doſt ſo dread his coming ? 
V Vhy art thou ſoloath to be with him?V Vhy art 
hou afraid of the enjoyment of him,? Will thy 
edeemer make thee aflave, hath Heaven chan- 
ved. his Nature, and made him leſs deſirable ? 
V V4ll thy Saviour make thee miſerable ? Awake 
then,O ye Saints, and ſtand a tip-toe,wait, watch 
and long till thou fee him, who alone can fill 
thy ſoul! fight, ſtrive, and run, till you enjoy. 
One ſmile of his, one look of his love, is worth 
the pleaſures of ten worlds : where is thy heart, 
where are thy deſires, what's become of thy 
love? if Chriſt doth not affeR, draw, and fire 
thee, what will ? but when thou ſhaltſee Chriſt 


indeed, 
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- indeed, his very- looks will ſo warm thy Soul, 
that thou ſhalt in a moment feel a grate} ro 
which ſhall never be extinguiſhed, as long as 
Chriſt, the objec of thy love, ſhall live : the 
Gebt of Chriſt willput new life into thy ſoul, 
- and make thy love and joy freſh for ever, this is 
ke, O. my ſoul, that was wounded, that thou 
mighteſt be healed ; this is he who was crowned 
with Thorns, that thou mightieſt be Crowned 
with Glory; this, this is he that dyed, that 
thou mighteſt liye, Is not all the glory of Hea« 
ven'wrapped upin him? Are not the Treaſures 
of divine kindeſs, which were ſometimes hid 
in him, now opened ? Tell me now, O my foul, 
is there any in two worlds comparable to him? 
Was not that he that ſheltered thee from the 
ftormsof God's wrath ? V Vas not that precious 
Body, the Shield which blunted the Sword of 
Juſtice, and kept :he Arrows of the Almighty 
from doing dreadful exccution upon thee, an E- 
nemy, Traytor, and Rebel? VVas itnothe that 
laid down the price, that bought thy pardon, 
that purchaſed this Inheritance ? was it not he 
that fed thee with his Body, that broached his 
hzart blood, to quench the thirſt of thy ſoul, 
the luſts of thy heart, ard the flames of God's 
indignation ? Look upon him, is he not made up 
of love ? I ſee now, it is not for nothing, that 
the Virgins did love him, it was not witbout 
good reaſons, that the Spouſe was ſick, it was 
not without very good cauſe, that the Saints did 
fo long to be with Him'; to be with him did 1 
fay? who that hears of him, can chooſe but 
wiſh to ſee Him, who that ſees him, can live 
r Wwith- 
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. without him, who-thatlives with him can leave 
Him? What means the'VYorld ? Sure they are 
dead, blind or mad 7 but wheream I now ? This 
$8 'a: fubjet ſo ſweet; that I can't tell how to 
make” an end; O that I might ſee, know,' and 
enjoy! look dear Jeſus upon me, and let me go 
& telt the V Vorld'thy beauties, let me every day 
have alittle ſtght of thee, that I may commend 
theea thouſand times more feelingly, and that 
may command the affections of all that hear of 
thee, that nothing bur thy love may ſerve their 
turns. ' Pardon me, that this admirable one hath 
drawn -out my thoughts ſo largely. If you can 
Þut love after alt this, and ſee him when you die 
Wit).comfort, you will ſay, I were too ſhort in 
His praiſes, and too ſuperficial in his commen- 
ations, and that the half was not told you, 
' 4. The bleſſednefs of departed Saints lies in 
this, that they ſhall meet with all the Children of 
God, and have communion with the Spirits of 
the juſt, made perfet, Thou ſhalt then meet thy 
beſt friends, whoſe company was ſo warming 
whoſe words were ſo -incouraging, whoſe lives 
did ſo much command Religion, their Faces did 
then ſhine, their converſation was in Heaven: but 
O what an alteration is there inthem for the'bet- 
ter ! their Souls are now like Chriſt, nothing but 
grace, love, and praiſe: nodifference in judge- 
ment, no pride or paſſion, nothing that offends : 
And how will they welcome' you to their Fa- 
thers Houſe, yon that took ſweet counſel toge- 
ther, that went to the Houſe of God, that talk'd 
of that glory how glad will you be; when you 
ancct in it ? Nav,death will bring you ns 
F.. wit 
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with all ' theſe famous Worthies, of whainthe 
world was not worthy, the noble Champions6f 
Chriſt, -which thought not/ their lives-dedr-tg 
them; ſo they might but finiſh their courſe with 
joy: this Porter: opens the Door, and lets the 
Saints-ſoul mito that palace,'where all the favou- 
rites of that $reat Prince reſide; and thou ſhale 
ſtand alfo with them upon Mount Zion, 'in' the ' 
preſence of that miglity King,” and ſhall beholg, 
and1livein his glory for ever: And is all this in- 
conſiderable ?:What would I give to ſee Zwmith, 
that walked with God? How'gled ſhouldI be to 
be acquainted with Elias ?*how joyſul if Iymmight 
have ſome diſcourſe with Pax! ? Would 'itnot 
make one couragiousin the cauſe of God, if one 
could heat: Dare!, or the Three Children tell 
the [tory of their deliverance ?-How ſhould one 
be pleaſed tohave it from the Mouth of Moſes, 
7 ;/ and Cateb, whit, God did for reel int 
the Ficlds of #f«#:, the Red:Sea, and the wilder- 
fieſs ? anÞhowthe- brought themminto the Land of 
Canaan;' how do' you think you ſhould-be of- 
fected at fuck: things as theſe ?-why ? as formi- 
dable as Death :looks, it's he that brings vs to 
the ſpeech of all thoſe.” How loath are we now 
to-part, when « knot of us have got together, 
to talk abourthethings of another VVork ?. are 
not:the Saintwthe excellent ofes,in whom is onr 
delight? 1s nor the empty diſcourſe of the unex- 
xrienced Y Vorld tedious, & their Company's" 
den? VVhy? Heaven - hath in it none*brie 
Saints, and Angels, and the blefſed God. 'ts wor- 
that Company indeed ? and all their work will/be 
to-adnjire, praiſe; and love God, and to _ 
© - inanite 


infaltgdelight.abd complacency in him to all E- 
all the Cnidregs of God, ſhall, mect to, 
> without fear of being diturhed by. the 
and-never part, butjoya in Hallelvjahs far ever; 
Tot at, that's the melody, pee of e of ten 
ſa 
py ar Song,and the voter y + and = 
nd, and that innumerable Comp 
anſwer ſaying, Bleſſing, honour, glory, a/td _ 
be «9110 Him that ſas upon the Throne, au 
29. ..1.1,/22, Ephi 2. 164; - 155 45 
74 An other thing, wherein the blefednefs of 


what acclamations of joy will there 
be,.v 
Pnich tichri a Caniſh br when they meet 
nd times ten thouſand of 
out furthe ations, Tongues, and Kindreds, 
the Lamb forever, and ever, Rev 5,13, 2 eee 1 3- 
ar departed confilts, is, that then all their 


all 4a _—_— their defires ſa. 
tisficd, Bafad, and - Theynow oft, with 
tees qo ches of. thewicked, who! 
are ready to ask nes a9 &-their God? 
Et tears, and groans,” 
0 they thankelee whed 


Coe fs isit for bes tocall upon God? what be- 
nefit is there in ſerving the Almighty? The _ 
ed boaſt of their hearts deſire; andart..re 
fcight Religion, asa-uſcleſs and contem 
oc eas arr ra rme cams, we 

y. may » what profit th rw) 
now. in their pleaſures, what comfort Fi their: 
greatneſs, What fruit of all their labours ? and' 
with unſpeakable :fatisfation, produce theixs 
Crown, andſay, This,. this. was the prize that" 
we contended for ; this was the teward that \ 74 
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had-in our E X this was the glory andhonour 

which, we _— valued ; This 15. our God i 
thom: we have. truftea, - EC. 25 9, The... 
ſhall theo ſce, that it was not . in; yain to 
and wait; then they ſhall underfland ih 
ty was loſt which was ſpent ar their ſpuls 
ang Heayen ; They {hall ſhortly know, that the 
reſt hearty grqan was Yeate, oY keſt c» 

lat] were. not .unobſery jth ch 

aketh Facere Prayers were Us? 
Gems O who,would not ſerve. =*x5 Fi 
we on =_ 't wg of of his ! he the Lord 
w nixely m— Qt =; reque ive 
them col hon 


are 4 9% - 
mT s JeÞead des glicvcr ſhall be polſellcd of 
M e/beatificel yitiog.n 
ator her en 8th 
my at YOu WPUuId UV y 
Hou Aodifar fra ſter a light and WL and go ig- 
compechepible glory, you find. thaz |. have & 
ceived:you, by making you to over-value it, | 
Fit x hay —_— blame of an. Impoſtor, 
Fo am here but brief, becauſe I muſt. confeſs my 
Meditations. ws now. ata loſs, and Wence, and a- 
_  Roniſhment moſt ſpeak; thereſt; 
7: That which i 187n0/ ſmall addition, to. a Saints 
opineſs js this, that-there isno fear of loſing 
vel his Enemies can't rob hjm, for'they are 
all faſe enough, .and his Treaſure, is locked up 
there where neither,Moth, nor Ruſt can corr 
for Thieves break thorow, and teal, -rhe-Chri. 


Hign may. then rejoyce over his Enemy, and ſay, 
What 
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Who ſhall ſeparate me from the love of God! 
they that are ſafe in Heaven, need not toenter- 
tain any fears of loſing their Inheritance, If God 
that made Heaven,and brought them to it; can 
ſecure them ; if Chriſt that bought it for them, 
can make good his purchaſe, if all challenges 
are laid aſide, they are well enough: thy houſe 
ſhall not be ſhaken, thy comforts are durable,and 
the leaſe of thy Inheritance runs parallel with the 
life of God, and muſt not expire till Eternity 
be ſpent, Rom. 8. zz. Heb. 13.5. If. 54. 10, If. 
, laſt. 
_ % Fe laſt thing that I ſhall mention, wherein 
the happineſsof the Dead that die in the Lord, 
conſiſts, is in the full and joyfull aſſurance of a 
glorious reſurreCtion, and acquittancegtthe day 
of Judgment. Their Bodies are the ſacred Tem- 
ples wherein God did dwell, they are not there- 
ore to be buried in forgetfulneſs, but ſhall be 
reſerved as Jewels in a Cabinet, and at the Re- 
ſurreion, they ſhall be furbuſhed, and ſet iri 
Glory; the very Duſt of the Saints is precious, 
and thoſe very Members, that were afliſtant to 
the Soul, in the Worſhip of God, ſhall partake 
of its Glory ;. and upon this account, the People 
of God dye in faith, that their Bodies and Souls 
ſhall have a bleſſed Meeting ; upon this account, 
Believers weep not at the Interment of their 
Chriſtian brethren, as thoſe which have no hope, 
but the thoughts of a future meeting ſwallows 
up the grief of preſent parting ; they underſtand 
that it would be a peice of unkindneſs to be 
rieved at their happineſs,and that it ſpeaks too 
Stock: felf-love, and foo great adisbelicf of their. 
| unſegn 
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unſeen glory, and too much defire, that bbr 
wills ſhould be done before God's, -What a deal 
of ſorrow would the ſound belief of the reality 
of inviſibles prevent ? With what chearfulneſs 
might the dear Children of God part, when they 
think how certainly, and ſpeedily they ſhall ſee 
one another again, never to part more, If the 
Doftrin of the ReſurreCtion were but better un- 
derſtood, if the Grave were but looked upon, 
as a Chamber to reſt in, and if faith covld but 
take Death to be but an undreſſing, to put on 
better raiment, how contentedly then ſhould we 
be unclothed that we might be clothed with im- 
mortality : And why feems it a thing incredible 
that the Body ſhould riſe again? Isit a thing in- 
credibfe, that he which rthade a World out of no- 
thing, ſhould raiſe up our lifeleſs Duſt, and ſcat- 
tered Bones ? ls any thing too hard for the Al- 
mighty ? Was he put to it, when he made Man 
out of a lump of Clay? Is it b2yond-his power 
to raiſe Children to; Abraham out of the very 
Stones ? Can nothing be acted by an Omnipo- 
tent Agent, but it muſt firſt be forged in our 
brains? Shall God indeed come and bow to us, 
and wiſdom ask counſel of folly, how he ſhould 
manage his affairs? Doth not God every Day 
do as great wonders, as this? and hath not he 
viven our: faith very confiderable helps in this 
matter ? Doth not his yearly providence preach 
the truth of this Docrine ? What Farmer thinks 
his Seed loſt, when it's buried under the Clods, 
when the Winter hath diſrobed the Meddowes, 
and covered them with a white Manile, will you 
therefore conclude they ſhail never be dreſſed g- 
D SAD 
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ain with their Greens, arid decked with theit 
— but if all this ſignify nothing, what do 
you think of what God hath done already * was 
Lazarw his ReſurreRion a cheat ? and were the 
Evangelilts miſtaken, which tel] us of the rifing 
of many of the Saints, and that they went into 
the holy City ? Is Chriſt R&ifl in the Grave? and 
if theſe things be otherwiſe, why ſhould not that 
which hath been, be again? What? hath God 
leſs power than he had? Is his Arm weaker than 
it was? Is the Grave too ſtrong for him ? And 
are the Doors of it ſo faſt locked, that his Key 
can't open them ? Did Chriſt promiſe more than 
he could make good, when he ſaid, 7 will raiſe 
them up at the laſk Day. O unbelief ! how doſt 
thou ſpoyl my comforts, and daiint my courage, 
truth can't lie, the Almighty can't.be weak, God 
is ſtill like himſelf. And if the caſe be ſo,, what a 
good condition is the dead- Saint in? his life is 
hid with Chriſt, and when Chriſt, who is his life, 
ſhall appear, he alſo ſhall appear with him in 
Glory ; And what kind of Body will this be, 
when it ſhall be like the glorious Body of Chriſt, 
perfect, ative, immortal ? Look upto the Sky, 
do you ſee how bright that Body is, which light- 
efis the whole World, how haſtily that Cham- 
pion runs to finiſh his appointed courſe ? why 
that cold and dead Body ſhall ere long be as glo- 
rious, as the Sun in its ſtrength, and as live in its 
motions? How eaſily will it mount into the Air 
to meet the Lord in the Clouds? how actively 
will it paſs from one ſide of the Heavens to ano- 
ther, with as much expedition, as it ſhall deſire ? 
how readily will igrun at the command of its 
great 
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great Maſter, and keep pace with thoſe winged 
Meſſengers the Angels, they ſhall be no longer 
ſuch heavy, dull pieces of Clay, and bundles of 
Diſeaſes ; but when they are called out of their 
Bed,they ſhall be refreſhed abundantly ,and with 


] 
4 
joy meet their Souls, 'and be atted by them, O 
| merhinks what kind of greeting will theſe two 
; old Companions have, when they ſee one ano- 
| ther in an other world : what ſtrange ſalutations 
N will they give cach other. © Will not the ſoul ſay 
1 to the body, where hadſt thou, O my friend, 
y that glorious ſplendor ? who clothed: thee in ſo 
- lovely a dreſs*how cameſt thou by that Majeſty 
G and beauty ? Art thou that Body. which were 
it wont to bear me company to the Houſe of God? 
i Arethoſe the Eyes that wept ſo.oft? Are thoſe 
| the Feet which travelled ſo many Miles to hear 
po the Word? O excellent alteration ! well, now 
s you ſee that your pains was not altogether loft, 
© and as for me, I have beheld the glory of our 
6g Royal Bridegroom,;l have viewed his Chambers, 
Cy and have Lodged in his boſom, ever ſince you 


ft, and I parted, and' I have found that he hath 
Ys made good all his promiſes toa tittle. I had 


nt- no ſooner parted from thee, but he ſent his 
_— Angels for me, and they brought me with joy 
hy into his Pavillian, and there did I ſee him com= 
lo- poſed with Millions of ſuch Courtiers; ' and a 

its our old Friends I ſaw there ; and O ſuch joy, 


Air happineſs, and pleaſure; is unſpeakable ; but 
ly | what ſound is that which I hear ? Is it not 
0 | the Voice of the Arch-Angel? we are com- 
'E: | manded away ; Who is that, do you think 


its that rides in ſuch ſtate, with ſo great a Train 
cat D 2 aftet 
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after him ?- who ſits upon that Throne ; hark, 
| bark, he calls,you, make haſt, make haſt a- 
WaY---=---------Come you bleſſed of my Father, 
enter mow unto your Maſters joy: Dwell in 
.the Manſions that I have Sm poſſeſs the 
Inheritance, that I have given you: You are 
mine, and I am yours, I have betrothed you 
to my ſelf long ſince, and now the marriage 
Day is come, and I take you to be my Spoufe 
for ever. . Before my Father, and theſe my 
Servants, I take you to be my wedded VVife 
for ever: and I do now. for ever acquit you 
from all offences, they ſhall never be remem- 
bred any -more; I inveſt you with the ſame 

lory that I poſſeſs,. I endow you with. all the 

iches of my Kingdom, 1 will remove. what- 
ſoever may offend you; look how your Ene- 
mies tremble, I haye already vindicated you 
from all. thoſe falſe imputations, which "their 
malice did.caſt upon you, TI have ſilenced your 
accuſers, and for. ever ſtopped the Mouths of 
their great adyerſaries, and they ſhall immedi- 
ately be removed out of their fight, and pay 
dearly ſor all their abuſes, . Juſtice call thoſe 
Priſoners to the Bar---------- Depart from me ye 
carſedinto everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devil 
gud his Angels, And now my beloved, the 
Cloud is quite gone 5 come now into my Arms, 

will never part more ; come ,away my Jove, 
wy Dove, my undefiled, and.rejoyce in my love, 
you and I will never frown mare ; what I have is 
yours; I am well pleaſed in'my choice,my Father 
. Toves you, as Ido.; you ſhall be where 1 am, and 
- have the ſame pleaſures that | have, and live ag 
| I 
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Ido to Eternity. Amen, hallelujah, even ſo come 
Lord Feſus, come quickly, Mat, 26, 31, &c. John 
17. 24 Rev, 21.6,0c. 1 Cor.15.33.54. Dan. 12. 
2, 3. Mal, 3 16, 17. Mal, 4. 1.1 Theſ. 414,15. 
16, 17,18, And is not this a ſufficient reward 
for thoſe poor ſervices, which the believer doth 
perform, while he lives upon the Earth ? ls there 
nothing in all this ? Seemeth it to you a ſmall 
matter to be free from fin? Is no favour to 
be ſecured from Sathan? ls it not that a deſirable 
place, wherein there is ſo much glory, that the 
World in its beſt dreſs, looks like a deform'd 
ugly thing to it * Who would not be glad te 
have all Diſeaſes cured, pains removed,and wants 
ſupplied ? VVill not that be a Day of comfort 
indced ?when Faith ſhall be ended in ſight, hope 
inenjoyment, deſire in a delightful and Eternal 
fruition ? when patience ſhall have done all its 
work, when an everlaſting Jubilee ſhall put a 
period to all ſorrows? Is it no honour to be 
conveyed into Heaven by a Guard of Angels ? 
Do you count it an inconſiderable favour to ſee 
King 7eſus in his Throne ? Have you nodeſire 
to be with all your good friends, and to know 
all the Favourites of Heaven? would you not 
reckon it a great mercy, to have all your Prayers 
anſwered to the full ? V Vill there be no pleaſure 
in the beautificall Viſion ? V Vould not all this be 
the more conſiderable, if it might laſt always } 
Is it no ſatisfaftion to vou, to know that your 
Body ſhall be raiſed, like Chriſt's Body ? and 
that your Body and Soul ſhall be publickly ac- 
quitted, owned, and bleſſed before the great 
Court: and after this, live in the ſame glory 
- D 3; that 
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that Chriſt lives in: If all this be worth the 
having, then the departed Saint is no loſer, and 
we may well ſay, Bleſſed are the Dead which dye 
in the Lord. 

Thus I have ſhewed who are they which dye 
inthe Lord ; and proved that ſuch are Bleſſed, 
and ſhewed wherein their bleſſedneſs doth con- 
fit.” I now come to make ſome Improvement 
of this Doctrine, | 

| Uſe. I. 

Firſt, By way of Information, that holineſs 
is no ſuch oy thing, as the World thinks it to 
be: Sure, if there be any thing in reſt, happi- 
neſs, and glory, then the Saint ſcarce deſerved 
the imputation of Fanaticiſme : They which 
have reccived their Wages, will ſay, that the 
ſervice of God is not unprofitable, and they 
find themſelves to be no loſers, though credit, 
eſtate, and blood were ſpent in the cauſe of 
Chriſt ; Should you ask them, who, thorow 
many. Tribulations, have entred into the King= 
dom of Heaven ? Whether they repent of their 
diligence for Heaven, whether God hath not 
paid them double for their ſclf-denyal, loſſes, 
and kindneſſes ? Would they not cry out truly, 
Godis good to T/rac!, how great is that Trea- 
ſure, that is laid up for them that fear him ? 
Never let any grutch to ſerve God cheerfully, 
ſor verily he is a rewarder of them which dili- 
gently ſeek him, 

Uſe II. 

If the Saint be ſo happy in another World, 
then let us all examine, whether we are in the 
number of thoſe Perſons, for whom ſuch things 

arc 
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are prepared. Conſider firs, that this is not 
like to be every Man's Portion, all Men and 
Women are not Kings and Queens, nor all the 
Sons of Adam Heirs of ſuch an Inheritance ; 
few run ſo as to obtain, few fight ſo as to con- 
quer, and get the Field ; few at, as if this bleſ- 
ſedneſs were worth the minding z and let me 
tell you. Heaven is not got with a wet Finger, 
molt do their work by the halves, and though 
the Epirit move them, the Word, Providences 
call them, the Miniſters beſeech them, yet all 
| will not do; they will not be perſwaded, but a 
| few hazy wiſhes will do, as well as all the ſeri- 
| ouſneſs in the World; and thus they will put 
| things to the venture, and count a hazard, in 
the matters of their Souls and Eternity, but a 
trivial thing : V'Ve can't for our lives get Men 
to be in good earneſt, tut they will bleſs them- 
ſelyes, though God curſe them; and take it for 
granted, that all is well, when God knows they 
arc in as ſad a condition, as can well be imagt- 
ned on this ſide of Damnation. V Ve tell them 
that moſt miſtake, and that miſtake here is the 
moſt deplorable; and yet ſtill Men are a fleep; 
and what if this ſhould be thy condition, O -in- 
ner, that comeſt hither for faſhion-ſake, and 
fits there very trim and cheary ? V Vhat ſaylt 
thou Man, art provided for Eternity ? V Vhat 
title haſt thou to Glory ? Doſt thou know 
S whatit means to be convinced of Sin? VVas 
s it ever made loathſome to thee ? And canſt 
thou ſay thou hateſt it with perfeQt hatred? 
py and that not only as contrary to thee, and as 
s f| it brings Hell, Miſery, and Damnation with 
. D 4 it, 
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jt, but as it is contrary to. God, abuſing his 
goodneſs, ' hating his purity, dethroning his 
Majeſty ; hath fin ever looked. you in the face 
beſmeered with the blood of Chriſt? V Vere you 
ever made to underſtand your abſolute need of 
Chriſt ? Did you ever make a compleat reſig- 
nation of your ſelf to him ? and hath it been 
your bufineſs to act for him? and have you felt 
any ſtrength coming from him, enabling of you 
to bring forth fruit meet for repentance, and to 
dye unto fin, and to live unto righteouſneſs 3 
and yet after all this, have you looked upon your 
ſelf as an unprofitable ſervant ? what experi- 
ence have you in theſe things ? put this queſti- 
on home to thy conſcience ; ſay, am 1 acquain- 
ted with ſuch things or no ? Are theſe things 
Riddles to me, ordo I know what they mean ? 
well now, have you done as I bid you, and what 
ſaith conſcience ? is it altogether ſilent, or doth 


it put you off till another time 2 why, then 
ſpeak again, and again, and ask irwhether this 
be not a ſcrious queition, and a buſineſs of ſome 
importance : but becauſe People for the molt 
part trifle in this great buſineſs, I ſhall ſpeak 
ſomething by way of Lamentation and Con- 
viction. 


Uſe TIT. 

Is it (o,that they arc bleſſed that diein the Lord, 
then what a caſe are they in, which live and die 
out of Chriſt ; if none but the friends and chil- 
dren of God be thus happy, what will become 
of them which are aliens from the Common= 
wealth of 1/-ael, that live without God in the 
World? Where ſhall the wicked and ungodly: 

| | appear ? 
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appear ? O what a lamentable condition are 
moſt of the World in! if we could ſee all the 
| dead Souls"in this Congregation, what a ghaſt- 
ly ſight would it be, ſhould God ſtrike allthem 
dead. which lye in their fins, and know not 
Chrilt ; it is to be feared, that the Aſſembly 
would he far thinner than it is? ſhould the 
Graves open, and the ſouls and Bones ſay to us, 
make haſt, make haſt, get up your fouls dreſſed, 
for within three Days you mult lie in this black 
and cold Chamber with us? How would this 
make moft of our Faces to gathcr paleneſs, agd 
our joynts ready to knock one againſt another ? 
but what if another Voice ſhould ſecond it, 
and one ſhould come roaring out of Hell, wrap- 
ped about with Flames, and ſhoul:] ſay, it isa 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the livin 
God; they that die in fin muſt be buried in Hell, 
and if this very moment, you donot turn, you 
muſt take a place with us in thoſe torments, 
from which there is no redemption ; Would 
this move you ? why firs, is there not as much 
reaſon that you ſhould believe God, as the dam- 
ned ? O what wonders are ſtupid ſinners ! how 
unconcerned do they go up and down, as if it 
were a very eaſy thing to prepare for Death 
and a needleſs thing to think of Eternity. O 
you that know a little, what the life and death 
of a ſoul is, come help us to mourn over our 
dead, Doth not the very Aire ſmell of the dead 
Arenot their numbers ſcarce to be computed ? 
* whole Families, Towns, Cities, and ſcarce one 
living foul amongſt them! O where, where is 
our pity ? how can we bearto ſee {9 —_ 
.F ions 
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lions go to the Pit, and not beſtow one tear up» 
on them? what's the matter, O my ſoul, that 
thou art no more compaſſionate ? would Heſter, 
Feremiab, Paul ; nay, would the King and Prin- 
ces of Niniveh have been no more troubled, if 
Souls had been in the ſame danger in their days, 
as they are in ours, But that I may alittle move 
my ſelf and others; let me commune a little 
with you, you are yet in your ſenſes, and have 
the uſe of your underſtandings, and are not 
brutes nor ſtones: ſhall I have leave to reaſon 
the caſe a little with you? do you never uſe 
your reaſon ? have. you not a principle of ſelf- 
preſervation ? do you never conſider whether 
you are going, while you make haſt to Hell ? 
Do you never think of Heaven? and is it ſo 
frightful a place, that you ſhould be afraid of 
it? will it undo you to be ſaved? and is that 
bleſſedneſs, which I haye ſet before you, ſo con- 
temptible a thing, that you will not ſo much ag 
give the thoughts of it one Hours entertain» 
ment in your ſoul? Can you be contented with- 
out it, and prefer your ſhort lived pleaſures be- 
fort it ? if the cauſe be ſo, thank your ſelves, if 
yort have your choice, blame not God, if he de- 
ny 17ou that which you thought not worth the 
acc::pting: As for us Miniſters, we call God, 
Angels, and Men to witneſs, that we have told 
you of your danger, and if you will not take 
warning, who can help it; if we knew what 
inthe VVorld to do to prevent your ruine, God 
forbic1 but that we ſhould readily doit ; bur if 
afcer all your threatnings, perſwaſions, and in- 


treatias, you will go on ſtill, why, your blood 
be 
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be upon your own Souls: but though I ſpeak 
| thus, I hope better things of many here preſent, 
| and things that do company ſalvation, I ſhall 
ſpeak-for your incouragement in thenexr Uſe. 

if - . Uſe I. 

_ Is it ſo, that they are bleſſed that dye in the 
© I Lord, why then ſhould the believer be ſo much 
© If afraid of death? V Vhat though it be the King 
© IE of terrors, ls it ſo to all? Have not ſome hand- 
© I led this Serpent withaut any fear ? What have 
n If Ibeen proving all this while? Is there not one 
e I word of ſenſe in all that hath been ſpoken? get 
= but this ſecured, that yon are a Child of God, 
Tr I mate but the King your friend, and then nei- 
ther his Serjeant, nor his Porter will do you 
O. I any hurt, except to arreſt your enemies, and to 
f open the Gates of his Palace to you, and to ads 
at FF mit you into his Preſence be counted an injury : 
\- FF who would be afraid of everlaſting reſt, why 
is BF ſhould any one be ſo [oth to have his diſeaſes 
l- I healed, why ſhould we beſo unwilling to receive 
- FF that which we ſeem with much earneſtneſs to 
ask ? Will the Priſoner chooſe always to live 
if W confined? will he fall in love with his Chains. 
C- or be angry with him that comes to knock off 
IC his ſhackles? Is the miſerable Captive afraid of 
l, his liberty ? why do you hear, pray, and read ? 
d to what purpoſe do you ſtrive, watch,and hope ? 
c Is it all for that which you tremble to have ? 
at what report doth faith bring of another World ? 
Doth it tell you that it is a Land of Darkneſs 
if and ſorrow, or that it is a place of joy, pleaſure 
= and happineſs ? ?and whart, ſtill loath to depart ? 


d is this World the more dcſirable of the two, 
JC and 
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and are thy fins and carnal Companions more 
lovely than Chriſt ! if the caſe be ſo, then why 
doſt thou talk of believing? Is this your faith ? 
the truth of it is, if this be thy caſe, thou haſt 
no great reaſon to be over deſirous of leaving 
this World; for I perceive thou haſt built thy 
Houſe here, and dolt not take Heaven for thy 
Reſt ; but in caſe of abſolute neceſſity, thou 
thinkeſt it a more tollerable place than Hell and 
Torments, But thou art not the Perſon, that [I 
have now to do with, I ſhall ſpeak a word or 
two to ſuch by and by : my errant it is to thee, 
O praying and believing Saint, I would fain 
hearten thee up a little, that thou may*lt ſhew 
the World, that Heaven js not ſo ſorry a prefer- 
ment, as that one ſhould hardly be perſwaded to 
accept of it, butthat it is indeed what the Scri- 
ptures, Miniſters, and the Children of God ſay 
it is, O contradict not your profcfiion, and let 
the wicked ſee, that you have got ſomething in 
an other World, and that your happinels begins 
there, where theirs ends, You work hard, and 
will you be afraid when Night comes to receive 
your wages, [ hope you will not fay that the 
Lord isa hard Maſter, and that his wages are 
not worth the receiving.Let the wicked tremble, 
and the enemies of God fear, and let the work- 
ers of iniquity be afraid of their appearance be- 
fore their Judge. Bur let not the faithful ſubject 
dread his King, the Wife her Husband, nor the 
Child his Father. I would fain argue my ſelf 
and others out of thoſe ſlaviſh fears. Conſider 
firs, that now death hath loſt its ſting, and the 
Grave its bitterneſs, and a Saint (if he will = 
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beas careful ih keeping his watch, as he ought) 
may be able to ſpeak the ſame I anguage,as Paul 
did. O Death where is thy Sting, O Grave wherg 
is thy Vitory ? 1 Cor. 15 55. And to me to live 
is Chriſt, and to dye is gain; 7 deſire ro be aſe 
ſolved and to be with Chriſt, If Death werelike 
to make a ſeparation between Chriſt and thee, { 
ſhould then be far from blaming theſe thy fears, 
but I ſhould rather wonder, that they are not 4 
thouſand times greater, But me-thinks a Soul 
that hath had many a ſweet kiſs from Chriſt, 
that underſtands what he is worth, and that hath 
ſome good reaſon to ſay, my beloved is mine; 
andI am his, .methinks (I ſay) ſuch a one ſhould 
not deſire, that the Day of Marriage ſhould be 
protracted, Sure, were this but cleared, it were 
nothing to dye, but life it ſelf would be as con- 
fiderable an exerciſe of patience, as any thing 
in the World; let me therefore again expoſtu- 
late the caſe with thee, and do what I can to 
ſhake off thoſe unwarrantable fears, VVhat is it 
that youare ſo much afraid of ? Is it of pains ? 
why, . when you are dead, you will feel none; 
they be the living which feel pains, and be: 
lieve there are few living, but at orice time of 0- 
ther feel as much pain as ſome do in their death ; 
and if there pains be acute, they .arc like to be 
ſhort; and if they be not acute, they may be the 
more eaſily born, Are you loath to leave your 
friends,l hope God's Saints and Angels are other- 
gueſs friends than any you have here. You have a 
fine Houſe,and ſweet conveniences, alas, 'tis but 
a Hog-ſty,or a Dunghill, if compared with Hea- 
ven. But how ſhall 1 do for my Children ? oe 
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will become of them, when I am deadand gone ? 
Why do you make nothing of God's promiſe ? 
Is not he a Father to the Fatherleſs? And is it 
not his command, that we ſhould leave our Fa- 
therleſs Children with him? Can't God take as 
good care of them as you? O, but the Grave 
1s a doleful place, and who can think with any 
comfort of being nail'd up in a Coffin, and co- 
yered over with Earth, and of rotting under 
ground? Why Man, is the Reſurrection ns 
comfort to thee? if there were no ſuch thing, 
this arguing-, were the more excuſable 5 who 
are you l pray, that you ſhould be priviledged 
above all the Kings and Monarchs fince the be- 
ginning of the World ?. which of then have ſe- 
cured themſelves from the power of Death? 
which of them could retain their breath a mo- 
ment, when Death had reccived his Commiſſion 
to ſtop it? Are your better than Abraham, 1ſaac, 
and Facob, did not D4v:id ſee corruption, and the 
Fathers? where are they? nay, did not Chriſt die, 
and dye ſo bitter a death, - as I believe never any 
from the ſoundation of the world ever did? Muſt 
God make thee the third that muſt be ſingled 
out from Man-kind, to be tranſlated to Glory ? 
do you walk as Enockand Elias did? and if you 
do, I know you would then beſo humble, not 
to expect this prerogative; and ſo full of love 
to God, asto be contented to die, if it were a 
hundred deaths. ſo you might but enjoy him for 
ever : And what fay you, how? js there not a 
root of unbelief at the bottom? is there not 
ſomething of Atheiſm in this? hath. nat the 
world a prevailing intereſt in your m— ? 
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go you think you have not had time enough yet 
to fin? would you fain diſpleaſe God a little 
more ? do you imagine that you have not ſuffi- 
ciently abuſed his goodneſs? if not, what is the 
matter? O, I want Aſſurance ! did I but know 
that I am indeed reconciled to God, then, Q 
then I could die as willingly as fleep ! The truth 
of it is, there can be no other reaſon thatcan 
bear any great weight, except this, and a deſire 
to glorifie God more in bringing in ſouls to 
him, As for this latter, I wave it; few of my 


| hearers being ſo much concerned in that, as Mi- 


niſters are z but as for the former, I would upon 
this account put you upon the moſt ſpeedy and 
ſerious diligence in this work, I believe the 
Apoſtle had ſome reaſon on his ſide, when he 
did ſo earneſtly perſwade the People of God to 
uſe all diligence to make their Calling and Ele- 
Rijon ſure, and to work out their own ſalvation 
with fear and trembling. Why then, ſhould nor 
every Chriſtian without delay ſet upon this? 
And then the next news we ſhould hear, would 
be, Come Lord Jeſis, why are the Chariot 
wheels ſo long a coming ? © thatI might bur 
come to eternal life, though thorough the val- 
ley of the ſhadow of death! Tis our trifling with 
God that makes the thoughts of our appearing 
before him to be ſo dreadful, Our formality, 
deadneſs and coldneſs, our worldly mindedneſs 
and lazineſs, doth us a world of injury. This, 
this diſturbeth our peace, this ſtrengthens Satan 
and blurs our evidences, and makes us go de- 
ſponding into another world: and this brings 
ine to the next Ule, | 
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Uſe T. »; oa 

' Ts it ſo that they are bleſſed that die in the 
Lord, ec. be hence exhorted, to live ſo as that 
you may die in the Lord, Will you take ſo much 
pains for alittle gains in this life, and will you 
takenone at all for eternal bleſſings ? How ma- 
ny hazardous voyages have ſome of youmade to 
Giunee, and the Eaſt-Indies, to get Gold and 
Spices? how rnany terrible ſtorms have you been 
in, and what inconceivable hazards have you run, 
that you might enjoy your ſelves in age,and have 
ſomething'to carry you comfortably and decent- 
ly to your graves ? O why ſhould you not be as 
ſolicitous in your ſoulconcerns? Remember my 
dear friends, that you are bound for another 
world, and you muft ere lorig ſail ito the O- 
cean of Eternity, Conſider what your lading 
is, and whether it will return to any account 
when you cotne home to your great Owner. Me- 
thinks you of all Men ſhould think Grace the 
beſt commodity,and Chriſtianity the beſt trade ; 
.. and the ſecuring of everlaſting happineſs, the 
preateſt wiſdom. How can you live within a 
few inches of death, and look the King of ter: 
rours in the face every day, without ſome well: 
rrounded evidences of your intereſt in God's 
love? O who would not labour to get out of 
danger ? Who would not think it a bleſſed e- 
ſtate to be beyond fears 5 Who cah take it to 
be an unheceſſary work to ſecurea foul ? Is not 
this the one thing needful ? what ſhould a Man 
]et, if he ſhould gain the whole world, and loſe 
his owf ſoul ? and what ſhall a man give in ex- 
change for his ſoul ? But you profeſſors, _ 
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all,it concerns you to make as ſure as.can be poſ- 
ſible, of ſomething better than yau can have here 
below. What a lamentable thing would it be for 
you to undergo ſo many reproaches for Chrifts 
fake, to venture your liberties, and to hazard 
your eſtates, and after all, to be left in woful un- 
eertainties ? It would be a dreadful thing to loſe 
the comforts of both worlds.O make ſure work; 
your pains and coſt here will .pay its own char- 
ges; be not daunted, *tis a thing hath been done; 
what do you ſay ? will you take ſome pains in 
the examining of your heart? will you keep 
any guard over your ſelf? will you wreſtle for 
this bleſſing? O what courage and comfort 
ſhould you be endowed with, with what a cheer. 
ful countenance may you meet death ? and how 
quietly lie down in your grave, being ſupported 
with the hopes of a bleſſed Eternity, and a glo- 
rious Reſurrection. 

Butl ſhall alittle alter my diſcourſe, and turn 
my ſelf to the careleſs ones of the world, which 
think little of death, andleſs of eternity. I had 
occaſion before to bewail your condition, and 
now I might renew my lamentations, as fearing 
that what I have ſpoke, or may ſpeak, will have 
very little operation upon you ; but how ever, [ 
cannot leave you thus, but I muſt try once more, 
how a plain compaſhonate cxhortation will pre- 
vail. O that[ could tell what words to ſpeak; 
that might teach your heart! O that I could 
expreſs my ſelf in ſuch metting words that might 
break the very ſtones! O that you may ſecl this 
Exhortation ! | ny 

Men, Brethren, and Fathers, give mc —_ 
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Uſe V. . |. WI 
| Ts it ſo that they are bleſſed that die in the 
Lord, &c. be hence exhorted, to live ſo as that 
you may dic in the Lord, Will you take ſo much 
pains for a little gains in this life, and will you 
takenone at all for eternal bleſſings? How ma- 
ny hazardous voyages have ſome of youmade to 
Ginnee, and the Eaſt-Indies, to get Gold and 
Spices? how many terrible ſtorms have you been 
in, and what inconceivable hazards have you-run, 
that you might enjoy your ſelves in age,and have 
ſomething'to oarry you comfortably and decent- 
ly to your graves ? O why ſhould you not be as 
ſolicitous in your ſoulconcerns? Remember my 
dear friends, that you are bound for another 
world, and you muft ere long ſail into the O- 
cean of Eternity, Confider what your lading 
is, and whether it will return to any accourit 
when you cotne home to your great Owner, Me- 
thinks you of all Men ſhould think Grace the 
beſt commodity,and Chriſtianity the beſt trade ; 
.. and the ſecuring of eveslaſting happineſs, the 
preateſt wiſdom. How cih you live within a 
few inches of death, and look the King of ter: 
rours in the face every day, without ſome well- 
grounded evidences of your intereſt in God's 
love ? O who would not labour to get out of 
danger ? Who would not think it a bleſſed e- 
ſtate to be beyond fears * Who can take it to 
be an unheceſſary work to ſecurea foul ? Is not 
this the one thing needful ? what ſhould a Man 
]et, if he ſhould gain the whole world, and loſe 
his own ſoul? and what ſhall a man give in ex- 
change for his ſoul ? But you profeſſors, _— 
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all,it concerns you to make as ſure as.can be poſ- 
ſible, of ſomething better than yau can have here 
below. What a lamentable thing would it be for 
you to undergo ſo many reproaches for Chriſts 
fake, to venture your liberties, and to hazard 
your eſtates, and after all, to be left in woful un- 
eertainties ? It would be a dreadful thing to loſe 
the comforts of both worlds.O make ſure work, 
your pains and coſt here will .pay its own char- 
ges; be not daunted, *tis a thing hath been done; 
what do you ſay ? will you take ſome pains in 
the examining of your heart? will you keep 
any guard over your ſelf? will you wreſtle for 
this bleſſing ? O what courage and comfort 
ſhould you be endowed with, with what a cheer. 
ful countenance may you meet death ? and how 
quietly lie down in your grave, being ſupported 
with the hopes of a bleſſed Eternity, and a glo- 
rious Reſurrection. 

Butl ſhall alittle alter my diſcourſe, and turn 
my ſelf to the careleſs ones of the world, which 
think little of death, andleſs of eternity. I had 
occaſion before to bewail your condition, and 
now I might renew my lamentations, as fearing 
that what I have ſpoke, or may ſpeak, will have 
very little operation upon you ; but how ever, [ 
cannot leave you thus, but I mult try once more, 
how a plain compaſhonate «xhortarion will pre- 
vail. O that[ could tell what words to ſpeak; 
that might teach your heart! O that | could 
expreſs my ſelf in ſuch mettmg words that might 
break the very ſtones! O that you may ſeel this 
Exhortation ! | | 
Men, Brethren, and Fathers, give me _—_—_ 
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let you underſtand how dearly I love you, and 
to ſhew my aftections in the molt real demon- 
Krations that may be. Sirs, I am come to beg 
of you for God's ſake, to be willing to live; I 
beſcech you deſpiſe not the bleſſing, but accept 
Chriſt and falvation while they are offered. 
Were it a thing poſſible to be happy any other 
way but by Chriſt and a holy life, I ſhould ſpare 
my labour. If glory could be obtaincd upon ea» 
fier terms than the Goſpel ſpeaks of, I ſhould 


eaſe my ſelf and you of this trouble, And if any 


were like to be bleſſed after death, but ſuch as 
dic inthe Lord, I ſhould be the more indifferent 
in this matter ; but ſince that cannot be,methinks 
thoſe three weighty words, Life, Death, Eterni- 
ty, ſhould have a mighty influence upon you, O 
let not a day paſs without ſome ſerious thoughts 
of this! I nced not perſwade you to love your 
lives, nature reacheth you to do that: but there 
is another life, which is hid from the World, 
which moſt forget; O think of that-! that's a life 
indeed,a life of joy, happincſs,6: pleaſure! death 
ſounds oftin the ears; every paſſing bell tefs you 
that your breath is going, and that your turn is 
coming ; and all the Coffins that are carried by 
your doors,ſay, prepare, do your work,quickly, 
*twill ſhortly be too late, But who underſtands 
the meaning of this Preacher ? who takes any 
thought of another life, makes ready for death, 
and looks into Eternity? O Eternity ! Eternity 
bow rarely do Men think of Eternity ! O that 
now ſorne would begin to be wiſe! Do you think 
your Sun will never ſet! will your ſands be ne- 
verrun out ? and do you know what dying BY 
then 
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then the keepers of the houſe will tremble, the 
windows ſhall be ſhut, and inſtead of the daugh- 
ters of Muſick, the voice of groanins, lamen- 
tation and weeping. It may be death will lay 
his cold hand firlt upon thy feet, and bind them, 
and they are as cold as the earth; and what a 
damp doth this put upon thy ſpirit? and then 
youcry, once more ſend for the Dotor, and he 
comes in haſte. O Sir, a world for breath, half 
my eſtate to preſerve my life a day or two long- 
er; and what anſwer doth he make ? Sir, 'tis 
but a folly to flatcer you all the art in the world 
will not keep you alive two hours longer ; what 
did you ſend for me for toa dead man ?. and fo 
he flings away in a rage; and how doth the 
ſainting Patient hear ſuch tidings! O what 
ſhall I do! what, will all forſuke me? can no 


| body help me? well, ſcnd for a Miniſter, and 


what ſaith he ; Sir,how have you lived ? did you 
pray in your Family ? do you know experimen- 
tally what Regeneration is ? what do you ſay ? 
Sir, Il donot underſtand that word : What, did 
you never hear a Sermon in your life? were you 
born in Enz/and ? To be regenerated, is to be 
born again ; do you know what that is? O no, 
that's impoſſible ! Why then, Sir, you are ins 
lamentable condition indeed ; you cannot live 
an hour longer, and if you die in this ſtate, yon 
muſt go to Hell, as ſure as God is in Heaven. 
O how doth that word ſtrike the Man to the 
heart! and what a flame hath he within ! and 
what horrour is his ſoul filled with! It cannot 
be” imagined what Agonies the ſonl as well as 
the body now labours under, O that I might 
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die the death of the righteous ! and are all my 
hopes come to this ? woc, wot, woe to me pgor 
wretch, whither am.I now going ? where ſhall 
I now dwell? who ſhall be my companions for 
ever ? O that | had but now alittle of thar grace 
which 1 deſpiſed in others ! but it's now top 
late! O ny heart, I am pained at my heart! O 
my breath, it is going, it is juſt a going ! O what 
ſhall I do! O *tis too late! O what ſhall------- 
And thus his breath goes, and his friends come 
round about him, and one lifts up his hand, and 
that falls down again like a log, and others feel 
upon his noſe, and there's no breath, and then 
they ſay he is gone ; and ſo one cloſeth his eyes, 
and others ſtrip him, and lay him out, and two 
days aſter he is put into the Grave: but where, 
where is the ſoul? And thus one goes after. a- 
nother, and ſhortly all this Generation will be 
ſerved thus; And thou, O carcleſs ſoul, as little 
as thou mindeſt all this, it may be thou mayeit be 
the next, and what will become of thee, if death 
take thee unprovided ? Now Sirs, what will you 
do? will you go on juſt as you did ? will you 
put far from you the thoughts of the evil day? 
will you ſhake offthe ſenſe of this as ſoon as you 
can ? [ belicve that this is none of the pleaſant- 
eſt diſcourſes to ſome of you : But I would have 
you to know that my buſineſs is not to pleaſe 
your fancy, but to ſave your ſouls, and to wake 
you out of your dead ſleep; and if I do but this, 
I have enough. Once more therefore I muſt ask 
you what you intend to do ; will you endeavour 
to live to Chrilt, that you may die in the Lord ? 


or will you do as others-do, put off the —_— 
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of theſe things till it be too late? Is this a que- 
ſtion ſo hard'to be anſwered ?' Well, me thinks 
the very looks of ſome of you {peak you to be 
Perſons reſolved, and by this time you areready 
toask how you ſhall do to be' of this number 
phat ſhall dic in the Lord, and be bleſſed ; how 
you may trade fo as to get the moſt durable 
riches; and how you tay live ſo as to gain by 
death ? In general I anſwer, if you would have 


death gain, you mult live to Chriſt; make it 
your work and buſineſs to ſecure an intereſt in 
| Chrilt ; let religion run thorow all you doz (but 
, for your fuller information in this matter, I ſhall 
s refer you to the latter end of my Book of Ae- 
4 quaintance with God, which is now reprinted) at 


us preſent my advice ſhall be, that you would fol- 
low them, who thorow faith and patience are the 


-inheriters of the prqghiſe ; and propoſe to your 
* ſelves the examplgF of the mo{t eminent Chri- 
oi ſtians 3 ſuch as this precious young Mans, whoſe 


Funeral Rites _— now ſolemnizing ; and be- 


Du cauſe examples zfe very cogent, and affect moſt, 

= more than precepts, | ſhall preſent you with an 

pa account of ſome of this holy young Mans pra- 

pag Ctices and experiences: Take them therefore as 

_ | have gather'd them by my own experience and 

OS intimate knowledge of him; and asT have col- 

aſc lected them out of many ſheets of his own wri- 

ke tings, But lctit not be thought, I beſeech you, is 

3 | that ovt of cuſtom or flattery, I ſpeak ſuch Fu- | 

ask neral Commencations; were he bit a Common {f 

= Chriſtian, 1 would have forborn ſpeaking any 1 

rd : thing of this nature, for fear of hardening fin- i, 

pes ners, I muſtdcal plainly, I abhor that curſed | 
0 | ties ' E 3 Qattery 
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flattery in commending all that are buried ; as 
if to dic, and togo to Heaven, were all one, 
" I know many rotten Poſts are gilded ; many Se- 
pulchres that are full of Bones, and putrified 
fleſh, arc painted ; and many Profeſſors are ex- 
tolled at their death, who did no good while 
they lived, except it were the giving ſome pit- 
tifull pittance to the poor when they could keep 
it no longer. I queſtion not but that thouſands 
arc praiſed upon Earth, that are condemned in 
Heaven; and many applauded for Saints, that 
will be found among the Devils and damned, 
Expect it not therefore as a thing like to be u- 
ſual with me to commend dead Perſons, As T 
would judge none, ſo I dare commend but few. 
This only by way of Apology. I ſhall come to 
the thing promiſed, to propoſe ſome imitable 
paſſages. of the life of 7, A, 

1. He began to look Heaven-ward betimes ; 
he was made to remember his Creator inthe 
davs of his youth ; his firſt convictions were at 
about twelve years old, but they had no abiding 
impreſſion upon him ; the great work was begun 
to. purpoſe between ſeventeen and eighteen. I 
ſhall be the more brief here, becauſe you have 
the account more full from his own hand, The 
change that was wrought upon him did expreſs 
"more of the power of -God, and the riches of 
his grace, than ordinary, The Lord made his 
work upon him very clear and diſtinct ,; for he 
broke in upon his ſoul like an armed Man, and 
ſhook-him terribly over Hell, and the terrours 
of God ſet themſelves in array againſt him, and 
the poiſon of his arrows drank up his ſpirits; = 
14 


- _ . | 
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did appear in its colour to | im, as ugly as the 
Devil, an41 asdreadful as Hell it ſelf ; fo that the 
foundation was laidbin very deep humility, O 
then how frightfula thing was fin, yea his be- 
loved fin, the fin of gaming was made molt 
loathſyme and abominable ; fo that, for thathe 
loathed himſelf in duſt and aſhes, and looked 
upon himſelf as unworthy to tread upon God's 
ground; and had not Go4 ordered it fo as that 
the firſt Sermon he heard after this great con- 
viction was upon that Scripture, 1 Ti, 1, 15. 
he had even fallen into deſpair ; but the thoughts 
: of God's having mercy upon the chjefelt of ſin- 
ners, did a little ſ1pport his ſoul, and gave him 
hopes of a poſſibility of being ſaved, 

2, This put him upon ſtrong groans and 
Prayers, that the Lord would pitty him as ever 
he would pitty any poor Creature in the world ; 
O that he would pitty him; ha't thou not a 
bleſſing for me, O God, even for me ? what (hall 
I do, now 1 am without God, Caorilt, or Grace; 
my condition is ſi:ch I cannot bear it, who can 
be contented to b2 damned! O pitty me, pitty 

e, dear Lord, I cannot tcll what in thg yorld 
todo- mercy,mercy,mcrcy, or I anrloſt ; mercy” 
ſpeedily, or [am lo? for ever : And ſo he conti-*. 
nued in a way of duty, reading, and praying and 
inquiring, and reſolving thus to do all his days ; 
and now farewell wicked company, farewell 
ſports, and vanity, and idlencſs ; the great buſi- 
neſs of minding his ſoul now ſwallhws himup; 
and after a while he hath a little more peace than 
he had; bur upon further enquiry and waiting 
upon.the means, he was convinced that all this 
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would not do without the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt : And this brings me to tae next thing, 

3. He was deeply convinced of the abſqlute 
neceſſity and excellency of Chriſt, and brought 
off from his own righteouſneſs, to bigh prizings 
and admirings of Chriſt; take his own words : 
© Andis it true indeed, hath Chriſt done and ſuf- 
©fered ſuch things for thee, O my poor ſinful, 
* vile, odious polluted ſoul z and what, wilt not 
© thou love him now ? O think a little what put 
© him upon all this, was it any ſelf-intereſt, is he 
© any gajner by thee, he got nothing but grief, 
* pain and death, O my ſoul, it was free, pure 
© and undeniable love, that cauſed him to do 
© and ſuffer what he did ; conſider y O my 
© ſoul, what cauſe was there that he ſhould make 


© thee a partaker of the benefit of his blood ? 
© whit waſt thou, Oh a molt loathſome ſinner ! 
* and what, wilt thou not yet love hjm? O Lord, 


©lam aſhamed of my own heart, that I cannot 
© raiſe it to the higheſt pitch of admiration of 
© that infinite boundleſs love, O love,love,love ; 
<Q that I could love thee, O Lord, I would 
* fain beſick of love; O that I could dye fick of 
© love to thee : O thatI could feel thee warming 
© my heart with that quickning blood which thou 
* ſheddeſt upon the Croſs ; O what love is like 
©tothatz O my ſoul, it was ſhed for thee who 
© was an enemy, a rebel, a deſpiſcr of Chriſt ! 
* awake O bleffed ſpirit and blow upon my ſoul, 
© and kindle a fire which may burn with love to 

© Chriſt, toall Eternity. Amen, Amen, 
4. He did upon this in a ſerious and ſolemn 
;nanner give up himſelf to the Lord in a Cove- 
nan! 
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nant, (I ſhall not repeat the words of this Co- 
venant, becauſe they are taken verbatim out of 
my Book of acquaintance with God) -and he 
ſubſcribed his name to it, and kept it as a witneſs 
before the Lord, and to quicken his own ſoul to 
a more cloſe walking with God according to the 
Articles of that Covenant. 

5. After he was gone thus far, his bowels be- 
gan to yern over his Chriſtleſs friends, ſome of 
which (l perceive by his letters) began to abuſe 
him for his ſeriouſneſs, and to deride his ſtri&- 
neſs, and jeer at his holineſs: ſhall /gjve you 
a taſte of his ſpirit, / cannot do it in warmer 
words that his own, which are as followeth.-». -- 
© Yours I received, but whether I dare to thank 
© you forit, I know not, for truly I cannot ex- 
© preſs the trouble that hath ſince ſ-ized upon 
© my ſpirit; O poor ſoul, what ſhall I ſay unto 
© thee? O my bowels, my bowels, they yern to- 
* wards thecy I am pained, yea | am pained while 
FI think upon thy condition ; what ſhall I do for 
* thee, what ſhall I ay unto thee ?. | could be 
* contented that theſe Lines were writ with my 
© yery heart blood, ſo that they might affe& thee; 
*O[ had rather die than receive another ſuch 
* Letter from you, /could not reliſh it, it was 
* bitter, Icould not ſee the name of dear Jeſus 
© init,----how can /think of your blind ſuper- 
<ſtition, and not mourn and lament over a dead 
*foul! you ſay you are ſorry, and you arc trou- 
* bled. What is the matter, are you ſorry that / 
* ſhauld concern my ſclf about my ſoul, and a- 
© bout yours? you- would not trouble your ſelf 
* about theſe things now; if not naw, [ pray ”=_ 
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« will you, at the hour of Death, at the Dayof 
© Judgment, O then it will be too late; Onow 
© or never, delays are dangerous. O Eternity, 
* Eternity? O where ſhall yours and my Soul 
<qwell to all Eternity. Oh, cither in Heaven, 
© or in Hell; cither with Chriſt or Devils, the 
© Soul that ſins :4!, die; your debt is great, the 
* zuſtice of God woult be ſatisfied, and nothing 
*cando it Lut the blood of Jeſus; O ſor this 
© precious Jeſizs, make not liget of Chriſt ; he is 
© precious, he is altogether lovely ; F would not 
© for ten thouſand worlds quit my ſhare in him, 
©and in that which is the matter of your fear; 
"you complain that I have left the ways of our 
* fore-fathers-----I fear you take the ſhadow for 
© the ſubſtance; what is the Croſs in Baptiſm, 
© without the Baptiſm of the Spirit; what good 
* will the bowing at the name of jeſus dothem, 
© which perſecute him in his members, and have 
« him not formed in their hearts,----O that God 
* would cut a ſuniler your falſe hopes ; if Chriſt 
ewerc it you, you would rcjoyce to think that 
che hath been at work in my ſoul; was I born 
© with theſe principles whica you read in my laſt 
<Letters, I am ſurcl was once of an other mind 
« than now lam; but bleſſed, yca admired be free 
* grace, which hath made me to differ from my 
© ſelf and others. Iam afraid you underſtand 
*not my meaning, when [I ſpeak of love to God 
© and Regencration; as long asTonly concern- 
© ed my ſelf about the World, and not my ſoul, 
© you kindly entertained my Letters; but nv 
* ſooner did I ſpeak 'of repentance, and the af- 
* fairs of our poor never dving ſouls, but then 
you 
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*you are troubled, and cannot bear it, I tell 
©you, L lay dead almoſt eighteen years, and then 
© | had a gracious wound from my dear God, 
* which made me cry out, Where am 1, lam-un- 
* done, Iam undone, my fin will damn me, O 
© what ſha!ll do for a Chriſt !-----And at this rate 
hegoes on writing many Letters, which did all 
breath a divinc ſpirit, 

6, He was vcry ſpiritual in his diſcourſe, and 
by that he put life intv molt of them that con- 
verſed with him; how {:-Ipful was he to young 
Chriſtians ! how 1... !y i hearten them up in 
the ways of God, ana now vole to diſcover to 
them the policicz 0! Stan! he was ſcarce in his 
element, but wicn 2 was doing or recciving of 
good ; he ({tudicd Mr. Herbere Palmer”s little 
Book about making R<ligicn ones buſineſs, and 


'hedid in a great mcaſure put it into practice : 


To uſe his own cxpreſſion, I did, ſaith he, 
* Iabour to ſpiritualize common action, and to 
* ſerve God in ſerving my Malter with diligence, 
* cheerfulneſs and faithfulneſs. O what reſort 
was there of young ones to him for dire&ion 
and advice in things which they did not think 
it ſofit to trouble their Paſtor with ; and how 
did he endeavour to ſeaſon his fellow-ſervants 
with grace, When he went to any of his Maſters 
Paticnts, how diligent in uſing of means for their 
recovery; and how careful to drop ſomething 
that might t-nd to the health of their ſouls : and 
as lic hat opportunity among the weaker and 
poorer {ort, he would pray with them; and O 
with what vchemency of ſpirit, with what flu- 
ency of expreſſion, and with vir 

10NZ 
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feions would he do it ? I need not tell ſome of 
you, how kelpful he hath been to the bodies and 
ſouls of the ſick ; and upon this account he look- 
c4 upon it asa great mercy that the Lord had 
called him to ſuch an employment, whercin he 
hath' ſuch ſingular advantages to deal with poor 
Souls about the affairs of Eternity ; I queſtion 
not, but there arc ſome ſtanding here that have 
cauſe to bleſs God that ever they ſaw his face; 
and [I beljeve that ſome of you that arc young 
2nd poor, will quickly dearly miſs him. 

'* 7, He was excccdingly raiſed in duty,and one 
that cnjoycd rare communion, intimacy and ac- 
quaintance with God ; and for about 5. moneths 
(as his own Papers ſhew) together, he rarely 
came into the Preſence of God, bur he wenr a- 
way with ſome ſpecial tokens of his love; ſo 
that he ſaid, he could nave been contented to 
have left the World at aquarter of an hours 
warning : Hear how his Papers ſpeak ; * My 
© foul continued (if my heart do not mightily 
* deccive me) in a thriving condition for five 
* moneths. O the comforts that [ then had, they 
© are unſpeakable ; I ſeldont went to duty, but 
© carryed my dear Saviour, and brought him a- 
* way with me; cvery Ordinance was a vilit of 
love; my love to Jeſus Chriſt, and his mem- 
* bers, where ever | faw them, was not to be ex- 
© preſſed ; what hatred to ſin, what Zeal for 
t God's glory, what yerning of bowels towards 
© poor fouls in the ſtate of nature, how beauti- 
©ful were the feet of the Embaſſadors of peace, 
© whata fuln<ſs and: ſweetneſs did I then ſce and 
* fect in Chriſt, ever hungring alter him, and e- 
a” Rn ; | Rs y * VEE 
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« ver ſatisfied with.him,and him alone ? what af- 
© fetions God-ward, what deſpiſing of vifibles, 
© what deep apprehenſions of the Majeſty and 
* Attributes of God; how did | walk unweari- 
© edly with him, how did 7 rejoyce before him 
* with fcar, and. truſt filially in him with trem- 
* bling ! O what watchſulneſs over my thoughts, 
* words and actions: Indeed 7 was often aſſault- 
©ed, but I had a faithful Centinel which would 
© vive warning, and admit of none but ſuch as 
© were fricnds to the Lord Jeſus; what low 
© thoughts had I of my ſelf, and high prizings of 
©1naked Chriſt !. O Sir, in one word, / made 
© Religion my buſineſs, and was taken vp with 
© that which concerned the glory of God ; eve- 
* ry grace was at ſtrife which ſhould excel other 
<©inits atings; 4 could never go to Marker, bur 
© [could cxperience returns of Grace and Mer- 
*cy.. 1nthis 7 have not varied two words from 
his own writings, in a Letter that he gave me, 
whercin he did grievouſly hewail the leaſt de- 
partures of his heart from God, as you ſhall 
hcar in the next. 

$. He took ſpecial notice ob his own heart, 
and did mightily bewail any declinings from 
that vigour that ſometimes he had; and here / 
ſhall again uſe his words as they follow-.---< But 
© this did not continue long, it was as a calm be- 
* forea ſtorm, for ſoon after (my time being al- 
© moſt out) I began to have ſome thoughts of 
© my ſetting up, and entring into the world ; bor 
© [had no ſooner imbraced the motion, bur that 
* very day / ſelt a change in my poor ſoul, wiz, 


* too too much letting out my thoughts upon 


it, 
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*it, which I moſt petceived in duty, and the De- 
« vil, who long waited his opportunity, did then, 
<[am afraid, not only parlcy, but get entrance, 
© through the treachery and deceittulneſs of my 
« wretched heart; & he told me,that that | might 
« lawfully ſettle my mind upon this, it being a 
< buſineſs of great concernment, and that it 
£ would be bur a little while, and then I ſhould 
cretuxn to my former temper in ſpiritual mat- 
«ters; upon thoſe deluſions my filly heart gave 
<way, and If found too much willingneſs of ſoul 
<toplace its concerns in that matter ; and ſol 
< laying down my watch,ſfoon loſt my former cx- 
« periences, and every day I found my comforts 
* on the ebbing hand, I ſecretly departed from 
£ God, & darkened the light of his countenance, 
* that did ſhine ſometimes upon my ſoul;and had 
*not infinite grace put a ſeaſonable word into 
©your mouth to prevent me, how had I fallen, 
<and whither had I gone? I could not have 
© thought it poſſible that ever my heart ſhould 
*declinc ſo ſtrangely as it did. I that formerly 
©could ſerve my Miſter Faithfully, cheerfully, 
©and comfortably, did it grutchingly, and not 
© out of lyve; though I never fell ſo far, (through 
* grace)as to neglect :ny thing of his buſineſſes ; 

© yet I lolt the right principles of ation, and 

* the art of ſpiritualizing of civil affairs; and 
< this laſted for about three moneths ; lt is ſcarce 

© to be thought what perplexities I brought-my 

« ſelf into, by my back-ſliding from God ; ! have 

© not time to declare things, and had I, it would 

© be very unwelcome to you : true, I hope I did 

© enjoy ſome communion with God, whenT was 

© engaged + 
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«engaged in duties,eſpecially inthat to be admj- 
© red Ordinance of the Sacrament and Praycr ; 
* but yet my comforts and duty uſually ended 
* together; I hope the experience that I have 
© had of the treachery of my own heart, will 
© make me carry a ſence of my weakneſs and fol- 
ly, ſo as to throw my ſelf wholly upon the 
* wiſdom of God-------- | have thus opened my 
© ſoul to you. O that the Lord who firlt for his 
* own name fake ſhewed mercy to me when I 
© deſerved none, would now look upon me in my 
© low eltate, arid conſult the ſame bowels of pj- 
©ty and compaſhon, which arc infinite paſt the 
© ſins of finite creatures; O that he would heal 
* my back-ſlidings, and love me freely: God is 
©the ſame, and changeth not, and my hopes are, 
©that he will again return and viſit my Soul in 
© mercy-----Aftcr this the Lord was pleaſed to 
come in again, and he found his former comforts 
in ſome meaſure returning, after a great deal of 
pains with his own heart, and wreſtling with 
God : Hear what Language he begins to ſpeak 
again, 

© Bleſſed be God: for what I do enjoy, itis ten 
* thouſand times more than 1 deſerve; | hope the 
£ dew of the Sanctuary doth oft refreſh me, and 
© the blood. of Jeſus is my cordial; when fit at 
Chis Table he viſits me, and iis banner over me 
© is love; I may ſpeak it to the glory of rich 
© grace, that my heart is ina better frame than 
*itwas; and | am more {rce from diſtraQions in 
© duty, but yetI am far from that frame that [ 
* was once in; my diſtemper, it lyeth in a want 
* of thoſe ſtrong affections to God: aud thar, 
which 
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* which hath made me ſo filent to you is the feat 
© of hypocrilie ; leſt my tongue ſhould at any 
© time out-reach my heart, I might befar larger, 
and yet ſpeak none but his words ; this I think 
may prove that he was a very curious obſerver 
of his own ſoul, and took notice of the leaſt de- 
partures of his heart from God, or God's ab- 
ſenting of himſelf from him. I might tell-you 
what pains he took to prepare for theSacrament, 
and what exactneſs he uſed afterwards in taking 
notice how his ſoul was affe&ted ; and when it 
wasnot raiſed, what care did he uſe till he found 
a freſh warmth, heat and life animating of him ; 
I might tell you how frequent he was in that 
rare duty of Medifation ; I fpeak not this with- 
out book, many ſheets of his Meditztions which 
I have by me, ſhew that he was no ſtranger to 
thoſe ſpiritual duties, which few underſtand, 
and fewer practiſe, 

0. He was greatly deſirous to be reproved and 
watched over; that of the Pſalmiſt wag oft in his 
mouth, and written in his Letter : Let the Righ- 
tcous ſmite me, and it ſhall be a kindneſs, andlet 
him, reprove me, and it ſhall be excellent Oyl, 
which ſhall not break my head. 

10. He was much exerciſed in aCts of morti- 
fication and ſelf-denyal, he labouted to keep un- 
der his body, to have the command of his paſſi- 
ons and affeRions, very temperate, drinking wa- 
rer, Oc. h 

11, He was frequently praiſing of God, and 
ſpeaking well of his ways; indeed' his deport- 
ment was ſuch, that he credited Religion, and 
commended the ſervice of his great Maſter, _ 

made 
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made People to believe that Religion vvas an 
excellent thing, and he juſtified wiſdom; and was 
able to ſay her ways were pleaſantneſs, and her 
paths peace 
12. He vvasa very good Husband of time, 
one vvould wonder,how one could roll over ſuch = 
a deal buſineſs as he did, not in the lea't neg. [1 
ol len: his Maſters affairs,and yet that he ſhould 
' WW vvrite ſuch packets of Letters; and pen ſo many 
Meditations, and be ſo very helpful to his Bre- 
thren the young Men : Hovv many Books did | 
he read over, and read them to the purpoſe, ſo | | 
| 
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as to make them his ovvn, ſome of them five or 
ſix times over; and if ke had nocomrany to diſ- 
courſe vvith, when he went abroad, he looks oft 
into his Pocket Book,which vvas called, Making 
Religion ones buſineſs, 
2 * 13. He had a ſtrong affection for the faith- 
ful Miniſters of Chriſt, and was concerned when 
l the Cloud began to threaten them, that he inga- 
; ged all the Prayers he could for them, that the 
; Lord would blow ovet this ſtorm ; and Tam rea- 
l dy to think, that this might haſten his cnd. 


|, 14. He was greatly afraid of ſpiritual pride ; 
| to this end, he defired me to keep a vvatch over 
4 him, and beſeeched me to diſcover it to him, 
[- whenlI did at any time diſcern the attinzs of it ; 
I- but though he had great parts and gifrs above 
L- his age, yetthe ſence of former fins, 2nd his cu- 
rious obſervance of his heart, and the ſence of 
d free-grace, kept him very lovv. 
b- 15. He ſeemed to be poſſeſſed vvith the 
: thoughts of death and Eternity. He had a firong 
| 


impreſſion upon his ſpirit, of the neernels of his 
Þ end : 
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end for about half a year before he dyed, And, 
16. He was much above the fears of Death, 
and from a deep ſence of the reality of inviſibles, 
and his propriety in them ; he thought long for 
—__ and he could ſay, /dcfire to be dif- 
olved, and to be with Jeſus. 

On the Lords Day before he dyed, he was in 
an extalic of comfort, and felt what thoſe joyes 
(unſpeakable in believing) meant, in former 
times he had great manifeſtations of Gods love, 
but never any broke into his ſoul with ſuch pow- 
er, and clear evidence as then; he had as it 
were a proſped of glory, and ſome fore.taſtes of 
that happineſs that was prepared for him before 
the foundation of the World ; and O how did 
his heart even leap within him, to think that 
within a little while he ſhould fully andeter- 
_ enjoy, what he now had a little glympſe 
Of - ------ | 

Upon Mundayl vvent to viſit him, and found 
him in a very ſweet frame, ſo taken up with hea- 
ven, thathe did even vvonder at himſelf, /am 
(ſaith he) ſo overcome with the love of Chriſt 
and the glory of Heaven, that all manner of 
fear is hid from mine eyes, and / cannot ſo much 
as'think of Hell; or if 7do, it is vvith joy that 
there is no condemnation to them vvhich are in 
Chriſt Jeſus : but vvhat do you think of theſe 
things, is it poſſible that they ſhould be deluſt- 
ons; OSir, 7beſeech you be faithful to my ſoul, 
and tell me,as you vvill anſvver it at the Barr of 
God, vvhat you judge of my ſtate ; / vvould not 
fora World to be novv in a fools Paradice ; and 
then he told me his experiences, and intreated 
me 
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me to ſearch and try him, and again, 'and again, 
he expreſſcd his great joy under the apprehenſi- 
ons of death, and that glorious Eternity that he 
was paſſing into; I deſired earneſtly to. dif- 
* courſe vvith you (ſaid he) becauſe 1 expe to 
* loſe the uſe of my reaſon, and am notlike to 
© be capable of ſpeaking my mind to you here- 
*after; and then he intreated me to give him, a 


* - Funeral Sermon: And all this he ſpoke with 


as much cheerfulneſs as can well be imagined, 
ſpeaking of death as the moſt deſirable thing ; 
* ©, ſaith he, that [ vvere but ten times ſicker, 
*I long todie; Iam il}, but I would be ill to 
=; O dear Jeſus, 1 long to be with 
© thee, 

Upon Tueſday, his diſtemper grevv much ups 
on him, and began a little at times to impair his 
intelleals,and yet by fits he vvould ſpeak ex- 
cellently of the things of God ; being asked 
vvhether he vvas vvilling to die, he anſvvered, 
© That Eternity was too little for him to praiſe 
*Godin forhis rich mercy to ſuch a poor crea- 
* ture as he vvas, that the Lord ſhould prepare 
© ſuck an inheritance amonglt the Saints in glo- 
© ry for him, and that his life was hid with Chriſt, 
* and that vvhen Chriſt, vvho vvas his life,ſhould 
* appear, he alſo ſhould appear with him in glo- 
©ry; This morning he prayed for, and exhorted 
thoſe that vvere in the Family, to prepare to 
meet him in glory. ; 

Upon Wedneſday, vvhen he mad any intermif- 
fions, he broke out into ſuch expreſſions as 
theſe. © Dear Jeſus, what art thou doing, pre- 
© parins Manſions for mie ? 1 am coming ſvveet 

paring 
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, © Jeſus, Iam coming, ———It is but a littte 
© wvhile, alittle thread, and vvhen that is cut, [ 
* ſhall be ſafe in glory. Being very ill, he ſaid 
' © What if I ſhould live tvvo hours, or tvvo days, 
© vyhat is that to a glorious Eternity ? Death, 
© vvhat is it but a Porter to open Heaven-Gate 
-* for me? What is all the World compared 
* to that Crown vvhich I ſhall reccive ? . 
Being asked how he did,he anſwered,very well ; 
one ſtanding by, ſaid no, you are very ill ; he re- 
plyed, *I knovv I am very fick, butI ſay I am 
.*well, becauſe I am-as God would have me be, 
When I came to him in the afternoon, I found 
him exceeding ill, and betraying ſome weakneſs 
in his intellectuals, and his diſcourſe being very 
impertinent ; I ſaid to him, your Language was 
vvont to be ſpiritual, but novy you forget your 
ſelf; *lt is true Sir, faid he, but you know what 
© the condition of my body novv is, blcſfed be 
© God the root of matter is in me, After this, he 
vvas very ſtill and quiet whil(t I read to him, and 
ſeemed to be much pleaſcd at the reading of the 
Fifty fourth, and fifty fifth of 1/aia", and gave a 
very rational account of any ſpiritual queſtion 
that vvas put to him, and very, deſirous that t 
ſhould pray with him. 

Upon Thurſday, becauſe of extraordinary bu- 
fineſs of my ovvn, 1 could not be preſent vvith 
him, 

Upon Fryday, he was taken ſpeechleſs for ma- 
ny hours together,but according to our Prayers, 
at laſt he recovered the uſe of his reaſon more 
than before, and could ſpeak that vve might well 


underRand him 3 then 1 asked him hovv he _ 
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he anſwered me, Still alive---.-After a confide- 
rable pauſe,he cryed out, Gracious Father, thy will 
- be done, Then 7 opened ſeveral Scriptures to him, 
hich ſpeale the bleſſed ſtate of Saints in ano- 
Heer World, and when 7asked him whether he 
did underſtand me; He anſwered, Yes, T'es, and 
wept ſeveral times for joy. Now the Symptoms 
of death approaching come upon him, ſcarce any 
pulſe, and a dying ſweat,and the laſt words that 
1 heard him ſpeak, were Glory, Glory-.---After 
that, he continued in very great Apgonies, and 
his pangs were ſtrong, till about 1 1 of the Clock, 
then he ſlept in Jeſus : being exceedingly lamen- 
ted by the young Men of his Society, many of 
which were about him, 
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An Accompt of God's Deal- 


ings with this young man, before 
and ar his Converſion, with ſome 
Remarks upon the (amez;as it was 
Delivered to me under his own 
hand (after I had diſconrſed with 
him) by way of Dialogue be- 
tween a Miniſter and himſelf. 


2g Hat ought to be the 
NYE great care and duty of 
Vas evcry profciſing Chri- 
ſtian in theſe our days? 
Convert, Pray, What 
may be the Reaſon of 


this your Qneſtion ? 

Min. Ihave very many Reaſons, but one is 
this, Becauſe it is daily ſeen that very many, 
who have made great profcſſion of Religion, 
and are accounted amongſt the Wiſe Virgins, 
fall away, which is very ſad to conſider 3 and 
fear that the Reaſon is, becauſe there is not 
that care taken about the ſtate of their Souls 
. F 4 which 
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vvhich there ought to be, now 7pray you an- 
ſvver me my Queſtion, viz. What ought, 6c, * 
' Conv, With reſpet to to the former, It ought 
to be every Chriſtians great care to examine 
himſelf whether he be in the ſtate of grace or 
no, and vvhich vvay the Lord vvas pleaſed to 
bring him into that bleſſed condition ; ith itis 
to be feared, the vvant of this is the great and - 
chief cauſe of Mans Apoſtafie from Religion 
for had he ever been truly wrought upon by the 
ſprrit of God, had his convictions (vvhich more 
or {cſs all have had) turned toa true converſion, 
and had his pangs of ſorrovv for ſin, but brought 
forth Regeneration, then ſurely he would have 
been in ſuch an eſtate, from vvhich all the ma- 
lice of the powers of darkn-ſs could not have 
dravvn him. , 
Atiz. The Anſvver doth ſomevvhat ſavour of _ 
goodneſs, and that you underitznd vvith your 
heart, vvhat you expreſs with the tongue ; con- 
vetfion cr* regeneration is a mighty vvork, and 
on vvhomſoever it is truly wrought, that Perſon 
can ſay. ſomewhat more or Jeſs concerning the 
nature of it, and hovv it was wrought in his ſoul; 
if the Lord hath in any meaſure-revealed him- 
felf to you in this way, let me intreat you (both 
for your 0wn ſouls good, and perhaps other 
foulsgood, but chiefly that the Lord may there- {| 
' by be glorificd)) to let me know the time and 
manner of his dravving you to himſelf, by his 
unſpeakable love and mercy ? ' . a 
Conv, Oh: Blefſed be God that hehathy& 
pened the heart of his faithful Miniſter tgj@e&w** 
mand ſuc" a mattcr of ſuch a poor vvretolnant> 
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- * am; Oh what am 7, that 7ſhould be examined, 


inſtructed and confirmed, about the matters of 
my eternal, precious, and never dying ſoul ! Oh 
that the Lord would ſo enable me in this great 
work, that / may not be found to lye againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, by adding to, or diminiſhing 
from what /have found ; but that [may have 
my heart and conſcience witneffing within me, 
that theſe following things are ſo indeed, 

Min. Tamglad to hear what you have ſaid, 
and the Lord bring all things concerning our 
preſent work into your remembrance, that his 
Name may be glorified, and your Soul much 
comforted ; and to this end it will be requiſite 
todemand of you, What condition are you in 
by Nature ? 

Conv. O Sir, a rebel to my Ged, a ſlave to 
my luſt, a prodigal to my Father, an clien from 
the Commmon- Wealth of /ſrael ; /n ſhort,had 7 
dyed in my natural ſtate; /had been eternally 
miſerable, Fohz 3. 3. excer, &c, 

Min, How long did you continue in that de- 
plorable condition ? 

Conv, -Oh too too long, but yet bleſſed be 
God, and admired be free Grace, that it was no 
longer, it, was as neer as / can gueſs cighteen 
years and a few days, when the Lord did incline 
my heart in good earneſt to ſeck the things ot its 
everlaſting peace. | 

AMin. Well, and how then did the Lord be- 
gin with you; were your eyes never opened 
to ſee your lolt undone condition before that 
time ? *34 
- Conv, Oh yes, when 7 was twelve or thir- 
| teen 
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teen Years of age, the Lord diſcovered my con. 
dition ſo much-to me, that 1 did then firmly be. 
lieve, all that did ſerve the Lord werein a very 
-blefſed and happy eſtate, let what come as could 
come they were happy; and likewiſe, that if I 
ſhould then haye dyed, I ſhould have beenceter- 
- mally miſerable, having no hopes in Chriſt ; nei- 
ther did I in that condition .expe&tany benefit 
by him , and asT very well remember, the Lord 
made the thoughts of death ſo terrible, that 
could not endure to think of it; but yet it came 
ſo much in my mind, and did ſo terrifie me, that 
] cannot expreſs how I did dread to think of it, 
but this worked nothing in me ; but {Oh with 
horrour and amazement be it ſpoken) I was 
willing then to go to Hell, and did rejoyce in 
that I could quell my Gripes of Conſcience, by 
thinking that I ſhould be as well able to endure 
the flames of Hell, and the frowns of an angry 
God, as any of them all, and that I ſhould have 
company cnough there z and ſo did rejoyce, be- 
cauſe I was willing to be damned, willing to be 
damned ; how, what did I ſay ? but ſurely, I was 
not; Oh my Soul, how canit be? make an- 
ſwer; was it ſo? Yes, and was : Oh wasT in- 
deed willing to be damned ? Oh the height, and 
length, and bredth.. and depth of the love, and 
goodneſs, and long ſuffering patience of an of- 
ſended and highly provoked God, thatI was 
not then thrown into Hell indeed ; but that he 
ſhould ſuffer ſuch ſtubble as I was to be inthis 
fight, and that the Fire of his Jealouſic had not 
conſumed me as in a Moment, but ſtill I went on 
in fin, as if I would not have let God alone till 
he had damned nic, Min, 
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Min, By what you have ſaid, I perceive then 
you were throughly convinced of the neceffity 
of holineſs, and of leaving your fins, and'ſer: 
ving the Lord ; and that there muſt be*Regene- 
ration wrought in you, before Glorification 
could be hoped for by you; but ſurely being 
convinced of the bleſſed condition of the godly, 
you-could not but ſometimes wiſh your ſelf in 
their conditicn ; how did you carry your ſelf un- 
der this,did you reſolve that you would never be 
as they were ? 

Conv, Truly, many times I would have becn 
glad to have been in their condition, but I was 
ſoglued to the world, and my fins, that I could 
not endure to think of leaving them, yet (to my 
beſt remembrance) I never reſolved, that if I 
ſhould live never ſo long, I would not repent; 
but that after had gotten a great eſtate in the 
World, 'and was grown old, and were as it were 
uncapable of taking any more delight in theſe. 
things below, that then I would have ſet our 
towards Heaven: and oh I cannot but think 
(and [deſire with fear and trembling to think) 
what a loathſome Sacrifice | ſhould then have 
been, cven ſtunk in God's Noſtrils, when I had 
given the marrow, and fatneſs and ſtrength of 
my body to the Devil; then I ſhould have had 
juſt cauſe to fear the Lord would have buryed 
me out+of his fight; Oh l[ ſay, ./ ſtaid in the 
Devils ſervice ſo- long, that I ſmelt ſo of Fire 
and Brimſtone, I mean of Sin, that had not the 
Body of a Crucified Advocate Jeſus Chriſt, as 
a Vail, ſtood between the Juſtice of God, and 
my guilty Soul, certainly he would ſoon have 

| drawn 
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- Jrawn out a bill of inditment againſt me, and 
have ſent-me away with a Go ye Carſed. 

An, By what you have ſaid, I perceive you 
lay under Convitions for about Six Years, with 
very little grief or ſorrow for ſin ; but although 
you knew what you were to'do, yet you did 
not de what you .did know :' [| wilt ask you but 
one queſtion more, before I come to the chief 
point in hand, and that is t1is ; What duties you 
engaged in to this time, and how you carried 
' your ſelf under them ? | 

Conv, Now, even now, I begin to revolt 
from my promiſe, but that I might.(if poſſible) 
debaſe my ſelf below the vileſt Creature in the 
World, I will declare ſomething, and enough, 
to make your very Hair to ſtand an end ; and oh 
that the Lord would now make me ſo _refle@t 
upon my ſelf, that { may abhor my wretched 
ſelf in duſt and aſhes! for (Oh Lord) if this 
will not, what will ? for the greater part of that 
hx years I lived without Prayer and Reading 
the Scripture, but ſeldom miſſed hearing,by rea- 
ſon of my civil education; and as to Prayer 
(but why ſhould 7call it ſo) ſcarce ever did 1 
deſire that the Lord ſhould hear me; Nay, I did 
often in my heart deſire to the contrary; Nay 
more, when I have been upon my Knees, and 
my Conſcience hath conſtrained me to ſay Pray- 
er, Ihave ſuddenly reecived an inward- motion 
to this effe, that God at that time was a mind- 
ing other affairs, and that then I might to Bed; 
and He not mind me; at which motion I did, 
and ſo left off for that time, and at all times, 
performed them againſt my will; Oh horrible 


* Blaiphe- 
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Blaſphemy ; vvhat, not God ſee ! Oh it vvass 
wonder of wonders, that God ſhould then have 
endured to ſee me any tongewout of Hell : 
(Oh infinite patience) as for reading, I got 
little good by it, and defired to get leſs; and as 
for hearing, [ muſt confe!s that thoſe Arroyvs 
ſhotat a Venture, God did cauſe them ſo many 
times to hit, yea, and pierce too, that it buſied 
both me; and the Devil, to get them out again, 
and to hzal the vvound ; but uſually I fixed my 
mind upon ſomewhat elſe, ſo that I ſeldome let 
any ſentence fink too deep into my heart; yea, 
once the Devil and my own vvicked heart did fo 
far prevail, that I was fully reſolved, and im 
plain, but damnable terms, I did even curſe 
God, and as it were bid defiance to all his Or- 
dinances, and did rejoyce that I had my tongue 
and conſcience ſo much at command ; (Oh, and 
hovy can hold my Pen to vvrite this ! Where- 
fore do I not fall down, and become nothing 
before the Lord of Glory, again!t vvhom thus [ 
have blafphemed; but truly I would not have 
revealed this, had Inot ſuch a place as the 12. 


of Matthew, and the 31 Verſe, to make to for - 


a refuge.) After this I vvas vvont to put that 
ſolemn Ordinance of Prayer todo the ſaddeſt 
ſervice in the vvorld ; and that frequently, (O 
pitty, pitty it had fuch a cruel Maſter) and that 
vvas, I uſed it not to help me to deſtroy fin, but 
made it a greater cauſe and means of my ſin- 
ning ; for | had got the damnable Art (as they 
ſay, the Papiſts have at this day, only I did nor 
get ſo much by it as their Father « onfeſfors 
doth)-that if / had ſaid but tvvo or carey Bro 
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Ejaculations; not” vvith half the devotion that 
a Pater noſter is ſaid ; yea, I ſay, I had got that 
curſed Art to- reſiſt all Gripes of Conſcience, 
and to fin freely for a Moneth or more ;- and 
vyhen Conſcience vvould let me alone no long- 
er, then to Prayer again. Oh Adamantine heart, 
or rather ſtone, that canſt hold our to write 
theſe things, and not to quake and tremble. And 
now, De his quid dicam? theſe are the Poccata 
peccarorum ; but vvhat, is that ſoul till alive that 
hath done theſe things ? what ſhall a poor worm 
- curſe God. and not die ? what, blaſpheme the 
Ordinances of the Almighty, and ftill live ? ſure 
the Jealoufie of a Holy God vvill not ſuffer ſuch 
a wretch tobe in his ſight: But tell me, is this 
Man alive ? or hath the Earth ſvvallowed him 
up? or the flames of Hell caught hold of him? 
certainly had he thus offended his fellow-worms, 
they could not have born it; and can I think 
that God vvill ſuffer ſach a Man, nay rather De- 
vil incarnated, to live in his ſight ? O my ſoul, 
make anſvver; vvhat alive? yes, yes, but hovv is 
he? hath he not his conſcience ſeared ? and is 
not his condemnation ſealed vvithin himſelf } 
and vvhat, doth he not look vvith horrour and a- 
mazment for the great Day of the Lord ? No, 
my hopes are to the contrary : Nay, I hope, 
and not vvithout cavſe, that him hath the Lord 
ſet apart for himſelf, and to his poor ſoul hath 
he ſhewed ſuch mercies, that it vvill make all that 
hear of ittoadmire, and to ſay, What is man 
that thou ſhouldeſt be mindful of him ? but that 
the Lord ſhould pitty ſuch a loathſome Crea- 
ture as this, and ſhould ſay to ſuch a vile brat 
then 
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then wallowing in its blood, live; Oh come; 
come unto me all ye that fear the Lord'; O come 
unto me, and will tell you what he hath done 
for my Soul; he that is Mighty hath done for 
me great things, yea almoſt incredible things, 
and Holy is his Name. 

AMin, Well (poor ſoul) 1 will no longerde- 
tain thee concerning theſe things, but. now you 
having given me a very Doleful account of your 
"Jong convictions, yet ſtill lying bound with the 
chains of fin, and under the command of Satan, 
which doubtleſs had it gone no farther, but you 
had ended your life before the Lord had turned 
your convictions into converſion, it would have 
proved ſuch a worm, that would to all Eternity 
have gnawed thy conſcience, fo that the pains 
would have been intollerable ; but (bleſſed be 
God) I am in great hopes to hear that from 
you, which will put me out of fear, and give 
me cauſe to admire the goodneſs and power of 
God : Be very careful to keep your heart from 
pride, and not to attribute any thing to your 
own goodneſs, but toadmire the grace of God, 
and give glory to him, and him alone. 

Conv, Oh (dear friend) for ſo I will call you, 
and all that gives me counſel about the good 
of my never-dying ſoul, I am glad that the Lord 
hath put this into your heart, and I do beg 
your Prayers to God, that he would ſtill hum- 
ble me more and more ; for I am fore pride isa 
weed that will grow in the beſt Garden, much 
more in mine, which is a barren, yet weedy ſoil ; 
but I have not done with all my ſoul-abaſing 
conſiderations, for when you have heard. all 
(which 
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(which I through the grace of God am to declark 


unto you) you will then ſay, Ihave mote cauſe 
to be humbled than ever ; therefore pride being 
ſuch an Enemy, I will earneſtly requeſt you,that 
when you hear me ſay any thing which doth ſa- 
vour of my own good, and not purely of God's 
Glory, that you vv#uld reprove me, and make 
me clear my meaning .to you. 

 A44n, have ſtill more cauſe to blefs God for 
you, in that youdo ſo much ſuſpect your own 
heart, which is deſperately vvicked and deceit- 
ful. And novv to our preſent purpoſe ; what 
reaſon have you to think, that your converſion 
vvas more effectually begun to be wrought up- 
on you, when you yvas about eighteen years of 


a : 

Conv, Oh, I have great cauſe to think ſo; 
for then the Lord was pleaſed to work ſuch 4 
work in me, that had ir.been told me before, 1 
could not in any wiſe have believed it. 

An. And now, - what do.you think to be the 
firſt cauſe that moved you to ſet your face Sjon- 
ward? | | 

Conv. About tvvo Moneths before, I ſavvy the 
ſinfulneſs of fin, even then vvhen 7 was to every 
good vyord and work a Reprobate,and did deny 
no ſin, becauſe it was fin, although 7 might odt 
of ſome ſelf ends,as to deny Theft, Whoredom, 
Drunkenneſs, and ſuch like ; not that theſe in 
themſelves vvere ſo deteſtable to me, but for 
fear of outward trouble 7 did not practiſe them; 
but being engaged in a great fin, which vvas ga- 
ming, which ſome may ſcruple, vvhether it may 
bea lin or no; but to me / am ſure it vvas ths 
OCCAall- 
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occaſion of many great ſins, as to cauſe me tn 
ſwear and forſwear, -and to lye, and cheat in 
great meaſure; and truly I think my heart ar 
that time was ſo deſperately wicked, that doubr- 
leſs, had not an Almighty Power pittied me, 7 
ſhould even have pawned. my ſoul, for the ob- 
taining of what / then deſired ; then in a paſſion 
1 made a preſumptuous vow, that I would leave 
off that ſport for one year 3; this was about 
November, or December, which for 3 little time 
I kept : and. now obſerve the great ſubtilty of 
the Devil in this particular, for no ſooner was 
it the firſt day of 7anuary, but preſently I was 
told that my vow was out of date, and thar it 
ſignified nothing ; and they being my carnal 
friends that rold me, / was willing ro make my 
Conſcience ſubmit, ſo that I ſoon embraced my 
old ſport again, and did plainly lay my fe'f open 
ro the wrath of God for ſuch a great ſin; yer 
Tcould not ſo much charm my conſcience, bur it 
would often accuſe me for ir; but it was not 
many weeks after, but 7 engaged as deeply in the 
ſame (in of Gaming as before (and now hear ard 
admire, for even now will appear ſuch love, as 
never any was ever ſenſible of, but ſuch as have 
felt it) baving been at the loſing band, the ſea- 
ſon of the Night calling me away, 7 left off, bur 
much troubled; and about five in the Morning I 
awakened, and then there was a pleaſant light- 
neſs upon my ſpirit; as if it bad been refreſhed 
after great trouble ; what this meant, I could: 
not tell, yer could not bur take ſpecial notice 
of ir, that / who went to Bed much diffatisfied 
and preplexed, ſhould, when 1 awaked, ſeem G0 
(3 e 
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(which I through the grace of God am todeclart 
unto you) you will then ſay, Ihave mote cauſe 
to be humbled than ever ; therefore pride being 
ſuch. an Enemy, I will earneſtly requeſt you,that 
when you hear me ſay any thing which doth ſa- 
vour of my own good, and not purely of God's 
Glory, that you vv#uld reprove me, and make 
me clear my meaning .to you, 

An, have ſtill more cauſe to blefs God for 
you, in that youdo ſo much ſuſpect your own 
heart, which is deſperately vvicked and deceit- 
ful. And novv to our preſent purpoſe ; what 
reaſon have you to think, that your converſion 
vvas more effectually begun to be wrought vp- 
on 7% when you yvas about eighteen years of 

ce! | 

Conv, Oh, I have great cauſe to think ſo; 
for then the Lord was pleaſed to work ſuch a 
work in me, that had jt.-been told me before, 1 
could not in any wiſe have believed it. 

Ain. And now, what do.you think to be the 
firſt cauſe that moved you to ſet your face Sjon- 
ward ? | | 

Conv. About tvvo Moneths before, I ſavv the 
finfulneſs of fin, even then vvhen 7 was to every 
good vyord and work a Reprobate,and did deny 
no ſin, becauſe it was fin, although 7 might obt 
of ſome ſelf ends,as to deny Theft, Whoredom, 
Drunkenneſs, and ſuch like ;:not that theſe in 
themſelves vvere ſo deteſtable to me, but for 
fear of outward trouble 7 did not practiſe them; 
but being engaged in a great fin, which vvas ga- 
ming, which ſome may ſcruple, vvhether it may 
bealin or no; þut to me 7 am ſure it wagths 
occal!- 
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occaſion of many great ſins, as to cauſe me tn 
ſwear and forſwear, - and to lye, and cheat in 
great meaſurez and truly I think my heart ar 
that time was ſo deſperately wicked, that doubr. 
lefs, bad not an Almighty Power pittied me, 
ſhould even have pawned. my ſoul, for the ob- 
taining of what / then deſired ; then in paſſion 
1 made a preſumptuous vow, that I would leave 
off rhat ſport for one year 3; this was abour 
November, or December, which for 2 little time 
I kept : and. now obſerve the great ſubtilty of 
the Devil in this particular, for no ſooner was 
it the firſt day of 7anuary, but preſently I was 
told that my vow was out of date, and thar it 
ſignified nothing ; and they being my carnal 
friends that rold me, 7 was willing ro make my 
Conſcience ſubmit, ſo that I ſoon embraced my 
old ſport again, and did plainly lay my ſe!f open 
ro the wrath of God for ſuch a great ſin; yer 
Tcould not ſo much charm my conſcience, bur it 
would often accuſe me for it ; but it was not 
many weeks after, but 7 engaged as deeply in the 
ſame (in of Gaming as before (and now hear ard 
admire, for even now will appear ſuch love, as 
never any was ever ſenſible of, but ſuch as have 
felt it) baving been at the loſing band, the ſea- 
ſon of the Night calling me away, 7 left off, bur 
much troubled z and about fave in the Morning I 
awakened, and then there was a pleaſant light- 
neſs upon-imy ſpirirg as if it bad been refreſhed 
after great trouble ; what this meant, I could: 
not tell, yer could not bur take ſpecial notice 
of ir, that / who went ro Bed much diffatisfied 
and preplexed, ſhould, when 1 awaked, ſeem Go 
(3 e 
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be ſo much comforted, and my ſleep for a little 
time departed from me, and certainlyl had ſome 
deep thoughts, which now I cannot remember , 
bur the reſalr -of them-came to this, I did then 
engage my ſelf by a freſh vow, that the next 
morning I would play ſo, as to venture abour 
ewofhillings, and if I loſt that, then not to play 
any more for ſuch a certain time; and to my beſt 
remembrance, (for as I would not add, fo I 
would not diminiſh, and ſo rob God of his glo- 
ry, and my poor foul of comfort) I did at that 
time lift up my heart to God (bur with what af- 
feCtion I cannot tel], I hope not without great 
ſhame) to crave his aid, that I might be enabled 
to keep my great vow; and ſo when the time 
came that F was to venture my mony, which I 
thought very long, with great chearfulneſs I 
went to play, being very willing, and I think, 
deſirous to loſe, which was ſoon accompliſhed 
according to my hopes ; which when it was end- 
ed, I cannot ſay what I thonght, or how my 
heart worked; bur as I think, that very Day my 
heart was ſomewhat troubled by what follows ; 
for I having loſt a great parc of that in which 
my heart ſo much delighted, and idolized as its 
God, and reſted inas its ultimate end, Icould 
not tnd reſt in it as formerly ; and fo being 
much rroubled, I went to peruſe fome toyes that 
I had by me, and amongſt chem, there was one 
Jewel, which the- Lord was pleaſed to put into 
my hand, (which was a Book intituled, The 
Crumbs of Confert) the which, when I felt my 
heart ſomewhat inclined to peruſe, Iwas much 
perplexed within my ſelf, and could not but 
wonder 
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wonder what manner of ſalutation this ſhould 
be, and now I hope | have great cauſe to ac- 
knowledge that the hand of God was in all this: 
Bar I will not on this account any ways turn a+ 
fide, but go on as my own heart and conſcience 
now witneſſeth ro me; and I hope the Spirit of 
God likewiſe; and ſo very: defirous | was to 
know the meaning of this dark providence, as 
then it appeared to me tobe; that more or leſs 
for two days together I often peruſed' more of 
the Book z but my heart was little affected to any 
particular thing, and yer I was troubled more 
and more within me, and could find no reſt for 
my poor ſoul; and in leſs than a Weeks time, I 
think about the end of two or three' Days, the 
more-I read, I began to have more deep 
thoughts, and" heart-amazing conſiderations, 
which began to make me exceedingly troubled, 
and much caſt down, about the ſtate and condi- 
tion of my poor- captive ſoul, which, as 1 told 
you before, was almoſt ſunk ifits/ the bottrom'os 
the bottomleſs Sea of God*s wrath, from whick 
there is no Redemption, with the weight of its' 
inſupportable fins; And now what - the” chief 
iRings of my ſoul were, I cannorrell 3 bur: ſure' 
Faw, that my trouble did increaſe yer more and 
more, and I bope it was for my (insz for Ido 
yvell remember, that vvithin very fevy Days; or 
rather Hours after, the ſence of my fins cate 
intomy mind; and the ſight of them vvas ſo dear; 
and the number of them ſo nuiaberleis, and: 
their .aggravations fo vveighty, and the natare 
of them ſo deteſtable, that yvhat I then felt 
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certainly had I been ſurprized with the greateſt 
Enemies in the World, and my life in the great» 
eſt danger, I could not have been more trou- 
bledz and had I been afflicted with all the ror- 
tures that Man could have deviſed, I ſhould not 
have been more tormented; Nay, Ithink if my 
deceitfull heart did not deceive me;- that bad [ 
been in Hell amongſt thoſe inferna] fiends, and 
had heard the yellings and howlings of thoſe 
damned; wretches, I think I could not have been 
much more afirighted z for then ] did look upon 
my ſoul to be within a hairs breadth of Eternal 
miſcry, and oh ihe condition I ſaw ny ſelf then 
in, is unutterable;! had there not been an ever- 
lifting arm of power and Mercy andernexth, } 
ſhould undoubtedly have followed the ſteps of 
Cain or Judas; but O bleſſed and admired be 
Free Grace ! and why Me, Lord, why Me? © 
Love, Love, Love, even Love unſpeakable, yea 
Love unutterable ; and further, in this my trou= 
ble the Lord was fo far pleaſed to pitry and 
ſhew mercy to my poor ſoul, that my ſoul had 
not very long laboured under this infupporta- 
ble burthen of her great and mighty fins, but I 
perceived a door of hope as it were unlatched 
and ſomewhat open; and that if I would but in 
good earneſt turn to. God, that yet it was not 
r00 late, and that there was hope- in-{ſraecl con- 
cernirg this thingz which conſideration did not 
a little comfort my poor ſoul ; and-then furthey 
it pleaſed the Lord to. open 'my. beart to viſe 
one, who I thought might do me much» good, 
and I judged him ft to be- acquainted with my 
condition, in that T hoped he feared the [ons 

and 
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Cand by the way let me tell yon, that 7 did at that 
time unſpeakably love all ſuch, even more than 
my own relations, with humility let it be ſpo- 
ken) and when I was with him, he joyfully re- 
ceived me, and deelared unto me many comfor. 
rable things, which (through grace) did not a 
little raiſe my dejected ſpirit, and be then lent 
me a Book, which. the Lord at that time opened 
my heartto ask for (which was Drex, d. Eeernit,) 
and truly upon the peruſal of that Treatiſe, / 
think, nay I am ſure, the burden of my ſins 
leemed to berenewed, and I cannot expreſs that 
unſpeakable ſorrow which 7 then had in my 
poor ſoul, by reaſon of all its mighty fins; and 
truly I hope the mercy of God was not a little 
cauſe of my trouble, to think that / ſhould bave 
none to oftznd and kick apainſt, but thoſe bow- 
els, yea thoſe tender bowels of pitty and com- 
palſion, which had ſo long yearned over my 
poor ſoul, and had ſo long ſhie!ded off the 
ſtroke of Juſtice, which was ſo long hanging 
over my provoking heal; andthen, oh then 7 
did unſpeakably detire the pardon of my fins, 
and then did feel the burden of them ſo unſup» 
portable; that 7 did earneſtly beg of the Lord, 
that they might be laid upon the Lord Jeſus, 
who was able to bearthem, and did endeavour 
by earneſt Prayers to obtain a ſmile from God 
in and through Jeſus - Chriſt 3 for our of Chriſt 
he was a terrible GoJ, and a confuming Fire, 
and fo: I forthwith reſolved to take up with all 
oatward: duties, as Prayer, Reading, Hearing, 
Conferring with good Chriſtians, and 7 cannot 
but let you know, that the firſt Sermon [ heart 
F G3 ia 
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in this condition,vvas.out of 1 T im, 1. 15, vyhere 
Ir is ſaid, that Chriſt came into the World to ſave 
ſinners, of vyuhom I, not Paul only, but I, even 
I atn chief, and ſo I vvent-om through fear and 
trembling, and not vvithour ſome joy and hopes 
that the Lord vyuho had begun a good yvork in 
me, vvould finiſh it in his good time; vyhich God 
grant for Chri!t his ſake, 

Min. And is this vvhich you have ſpoken, from 
your oyyn experience; is it indeed, as I hope it 
1s, then 1 can no longer forbear, but ſay vvith 
good Zacharias, Bleſſed be the Lord God of 
Iſrael, wwho hath vilited and redeemed his Pco- 
ple, and amongſt them, thy poor ſonal ; and novy 
1 ſay again, take he:d of ſpiritual pride, think 
very lovvly of thy felf, and give glory to God: 
And novv (Dear Heart) give me leave, for the 
good of thy Eternal vveltare, to examine thee of 
ſome things vvbich thou haſt touched upon in 
the 1a Diſcourſe, that ſo I may be afſured, that 
that vvork vvhich the Lord hath began in thee, 
may prove asa Treceplanted and rooted in thy 
renevyes heart, by the Spirit of God, and not 
of thine ovvn fenting : And for the accompli- 
ſling of vvhich vveighty vvork, it vvill be conve. 
nient ro enquire vybat fruit it hath ſince born, 
for the Tree may be knovyn by its fruit : There- 
ſore in brief, vvhat haſt thou found in thy heart 
concerning fin ! 

Cerv, Sin! Truly 1 am not able novy to ex> 
preſs that unſpezkzble bitterneſs I then found 
initz Oh hovv didTI hate ir, and purſue it vvith 
the greateſt zeal and deteſtation poſlible z O 
hovy did my heart riſe at che very appearance of 
ir, 


(95) 
of it 1 and truly, if it did not very greatly de- 
ceive me, I think I hated it more than death it 
ſelf,. and ſhould have choſen death, rather than 
willfully commitred the leaſt know fin; and if 
there had been no Hell, yer as Ihave often ſaid, 
fin ſhould have been my Hell, and Holineſs my 
Heaven. | 

Mm, Tam glad ro hear what thou haſt ſaid, 
but what ſins were they thou ſo hatedit ? it may 
be they were great and dreadfull fins, as Blaſphe- 
my and Murder, &c. But what didft thou think 
of heart (ins, and evil motions, which I am ſure 
would much beſet thee ? 

Conv, Or, if 1 knew my own heart, theſe were 
the greateſt Enemies that I had to encounter ; 
theſe were they that (like unto ſo many Golivhs ) 
bid defiance to what Chriſt had wrought in my 
poor ſoul, and did endeavour to retake the Fort» 
Royal of my heart, which the Lord was about to 
make 3 Temple for his glorious Image ro dwell 
in; and Oh bleſſed bz Free Grace ! and let all that 
hear of this, {tand and admire, and give glo- 
ry to God. 

Min, The Lord preſerve this bleſſed enmi- 
ty ſtill more and more in thy heart ; and now 
te.] me which way thou wenteſt about ro engage, 
againſt, and foro overcome theſe great Golsabs, 
though commonly known by the name of pecca- 
dilloes ? 

Conv, Oh now, now yon come very neer me, 
and this even pierces berween the bone and 
marrow; and the Lord, whois the ſearcher of 
hearts, and knoweih the rhoughts and Atings 
of every Soul, give me un{ecitanding im this 
G4 point, 
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point, that T may ſay nothing, but what 7 really 
found in my own foul; Oh then 7 did preſume 
t50 much upon my own ſtrength, and did not 
lay them at the feer of Chriſt, whom then I ho- 
ped 7 took for my Lord and King, and did nor 
(as Tfear) wholly depend upon bis Kingly Po- 
wer, which is to over-come and ſubdue all thoſe 
enemies Which rife up in the hearts of his Chil- 
dren, and make war again{t him, and would not 
thir he ſhould rule over them; for ſurely bad I 
thus done, he would not have ſuffered them ſo 
often to aſſault me, and even ſometimes over» 
come me, as / ſhall (God willing) make clear 
to you by and by, | 

ein, Still I have great cauſe to admire the 
goodneſs of God ro thy poor ſoul, in that he 
hath been pleaſed now to open thy eyes to ſee 
this thy great miſtake, which doubtleſs bad nor 
the Lord in time revealed it to thee, it would 
bzve proved a ſore evil, ar.d it may be thou 
mighteſt not have ſeen ir before it had been t00 
late z and now tell me which way thou wenteſt 
abom to d:{iroy thy fins, ſeeing thou waſt ig. 
norant in preat meaſure in appiyins the death 
of Chriſt ro kill them ? 

Conv, The chief! inftrumcnts that 7 uſed 
in this work, was Prayer, and ſometimes Faſting, 
which 1 found very powerful ro batter down 
the {trons hojds of Satan in my poor foul 3 for 
which doubtle's. / was not to be blamed, if ſo be 
that I had uſed them only as a means to bave 
raiſed up my heart to Chriſt, and ſo as they were 
appointed of God to be the way and means 
whereby I might bave recourle to bim, who a. 
: | lone 
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lone is able for ſo great a work ; but woe to my 
jpnorant and proud heart, that would not to- 
tally ſubmit to God, but idolized Prayer, and 
Repentance, and Faſting, as if theſe had been 
the Captains of the Souls Salyation, whereas 
they are but empty in themſelves and nothin 
worth, no more than as they lead me to Chriſt, 
who alone is th: Captain and horn of my Sal. 
vation ? 

Ain, And now I] think it will not be amiſs 
toler me hear bow you carried you ſelf in the 
great duty of Prayer, and how ſoon you entred 
upon the duty ? 

Conv, The Lord was pleaſed within two or 
three Days after my firſt trouble, to incline my 
heart to ſeek bim by Prayer, which I uſed con» 
ſtantly twice a Day, beſides ſome private Eja- 
culations and ſighs berween whilesz and 7 will 
now tell you, that for a little time, about a 
Moneth or two I was little fatisfied, no longer 
than Twas engaged in ſuch work, as Reading, 
Hearing, deep Meditation, but eſpecially Pray- 
er; and theſe, Ohthelie were che Phy fitians thar 
1 look upon ſo much, to work fo great a cure 
upon my- ſenl, that none bu Chriſt that grear 
Phyſitian could do ; and truly the beſt of the 
Phyſitiar.s werc {0 full of ii] humor; themielves, 
as pride, ſelf-confidence, &c. that without the 
Phyſick of Chrif'”, blood ro purge ard ourihe 
them, they would have ſtunk in the Noſtrils 
of a boly and pure God; asI am afraid they 6tien 
did- 

Min. Now you have given in an accourt 2- 
bout fin, I would gladly hear what account you 
can 
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£xn Five about the wayes of holineſs and of grace, 
and how you began to make your progreſs in this 
road ! 

Conv. I muſt be but very brief here, for 1 
have much to ſay about other chings, but I ſhall, 
as the Lord ſhall enable me, ſatisfie you in this, 
as [ told you before ; when the burden of my 
fin - firſt came upon me, that then, and likewiſe 
in the (ix years of my convictions, I was fully 
convinced of the neceſſity of living a holy life, 
and of the beauty of Holineſs, and that with- 
Out it there would be no falvation; for with» 
out Holineſs none ſhall ſee the Lord : And up- 
on ehis account I alſo earneltly beſought the 
Lord, by Prayer and Hearing, and reading good 
Books, which the Lord did mightily incline my 
heart todo; and ſo every day, I did more and 
more defire Holineſs, and did earneſtly thirſt 
after the Image of God to be renewed npon 
my heart; ſo that in ſhort, I found no reſt any 
way, but what I got by living holily, and ab- 
Raining from fin, and as my weak Phylitians, I 
mean, my Prayers, Hearing, Reading, Medita- - 
tion, Vows, Reſolution, &c. I ſay, as theſe 
was able to apply comfort ro me, ſo I had it, ard 
no longer, being ignorant of the life of Faith is 
Chriſt, and truly they proved very bad comfor- 
ters ; and asI told you, they wanted Chriſt? 
Blood to procure acceptation in the Eyes of a 
pure and holy God, which will regard thetti/ 
with favour, no otherwiſe than as they are pre- 
ſented ro him ſprinkled with the Blood of his 
Son. 

Ain, Methinks you ſem to ſpeak much a- 
| g2inſt 
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gainſt theſe duties, and againt holineſs, as if they 
were not altogether neceſſary to be imbraced ; 
do you not ? 

Conv, Oh no (God forbid 1) I hope ſhall ne- 
ner ſo far ſpeak againſt them, as to negle@ them 
in the leaſt z but this I have ſaid, that | may not 
look upon them any further, than as they lead 
me to Chriſt; for troly I have found nothing in 
the World ſo much hindered me of comforr, 
(willfull fin only excepted) as in laying ſo great 
a ſtreſs upon duties; for certainly. bad Tlaid my 
foundation ſure upon the Rock of Chriſt, and 
not all upon my own Righteouſneſs, I ſhould 
never hive been ſo much ſhaken, and as I may 
ſay, almoſt overturned with the aſſaults of fin 
and Saran, but he would have upheld me with 
his everlaſting Armes, that I ſhould have been 
able long ago. to have triumphed in his merits, 
over all the aſlaults that Satan and my own heart 
made againſt me, 

Min. How long did you live upon the ſtock of 
your duties, before the Lord was plzaſed to ler 
you ſee your errour, ard how was your conditi- 
on all this while 2s you thought your ſelf ? 

Conv, I lived fo about three years or more, 
and in that time I bad ſome fad declinings in- 
deed; every day almoſt I lolt my God, and the 


evidences of his love, ſo as I thoughc my felt, 


happy no longer than when I could periorm da- 
tie: with great zeal, and with ſtrong «feRions, 
and then oftentimes I could have been willing 
to have dyed ( as I thought) my heart did fo re- 
joyce in them: but when my heart was ſome- 
what dead and fat, then I was at a great yo 
an 
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and could find out no reſt for the ſole of my 
foot. 

Min. This which you have ſaid ſeems to me to 
be alittle ſtrange 3 why, where was your faith all 
this while? you told me beforegthat you durſt not 
look to God bur through Chriſt, and you ſeemed 
then as you went along to make Chriſt your Hope 
and Saviour, and then bow do you mean you did 
not reſt in him? 

Conv, This is ſomewhat hard to anſwer, but 
T hope you will pardon my Weakneſs, and 7 will 
rell you as plain as / can, (and that only as my 
heart and Conſcience Witneſſeth, and not to 
take the help of any Book to open it te me, 
that ſo 1 may with more humble confidence ſay, 
that theſe things 7 bave ſet down no otheryiſe 
but as my own ſpirit by the affiſtance of God's 
Spirit ditated ro me) and now TI will tell you 
what 7 mean by what Thave ſaid, 7 hope T look- 
ed upon Chriſt ro be a compleat Saviour in eve- 
ry reſpe&, and / ſaw my great need of his blood 
to procure my pardon for my fins, and I knew 
that it was only from his grace that I was in any 

meaſure ſanRified ; and by this Thope I laid all 
my fins upon him, and durit not in the leaſt think 
of Anſwering for them my felf before God, and 

ſeemed to give him the glory in reſpe&ro any 

work of Holineſs in my heart; and ſo I did 

highly prize bjim, and greatly delight in him, 

and earneſtly deſired to love him, and more 
and more to ſervehim; and ſo I ated faith for 
three years ; bur a!! this while 7 was not through- 
ly convinced of the inſufficiency of my own 
righteouſneſs, ſo as to lay that as Chrilts feer, 
neither 
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neither could I ſuppoſe it that one miglit be 
juſtified by anothers righteouſneſs ; bur I hoped, 
that becauſe I was not altogether as bad as 0» 
thers, (as I thought,) therefore 1 ſhould fare 
better than others, and ſo 7 mixed my own me- 
rits with Chriſts, and never came fo far out of 
my ſelf, as to caſt my righteouſneſs as well as my 
fins, at his feet: and now what abundant cauſe 
haveIto be humbled, and to Iyet very low be- 
fore God, and ſtill more and more to admire 
the infinite mercy and patience of God ? Othat 
I, who after I was much enlightened, and had 
abundantly tafted and ſeen how good and praci- 
ous the Lord was; I ſzy, that after all his unſpeak- 
able mercies to me, how he brought me out of 
my Egyptian bondage of fin, and looſened me 
from many ſtrong holds of Satan, and brought 
me ſo near to his Fathers boſome, that 7 was 
wont to be many times almoſt raviſhed, withthe 
fore-thoughts of that joy I did hope for in 
Heaven. - Oh that after he had paſled me over 
the Red-Sea, and when many of mine enemies 
were dead and beaten back ; and that after be had 
tryed me a little in the Wilderneſs of this 
World, then he would have brought me ſafe ins 
to Canaan; O that I ſhould be ſo difingenious 
asto ſet up a Calf (7 mean my own Righteouſe 
neſs, ) and. Worſhip that, and ſhoald do what 
T did more to advantage felf, chan Chriſt : Oh F 
ſay again, what a wonder it is that ever he was 
pleaſed to let me ſee my folly; and Oh if he 
ſhould not have done ir, yet 1c this particular, 
how inexcuſable had 1 been, which will appear 
inthenext Anſwer ! 

at Min, 
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AMin, Now let me know when, and in what 
ganner, the Lord was pleaſed to magnifie his 
race in convincing you of the inſufficiency of 
your own Righteouſneſs, and of the reſting in 
duries. 

Conv. I will likewiſe make this as plain to 
you, as the Lord ſhall enable me (fo that I may 
not be found guilty of a ſpiritual lye) and to 
the beſt of my remembrance, about four months 
after my powerfull call, when as I thought, I was 
afſuredly in a moſt happy condition, having paſ- 
ſed through abundant of tryals and temprati- 
ons, and 1 began to find them ſomewhat to flee 
before me, (of which you ſhall hear anon more 
at large) then, Oh ! then the Lord was pleaſed 
to put into my hand a little Book Entituled, The 
Chriſtians great Intereſt, by Mr. Guthry 3 which 
when I peruſed, Ifound 1 was much concerned 
in it, and was ſomewhae troubled 4 but it (o vio- 
lently accuſed me of my*Dalilab-righteouſneſs, 
which I loving too well to ſee, as I thought aby- 
ſed, with a ſmall ſigh, or the like, Icommanded 
it to depart, and nor to dare to come and con- 
troul my 1dol-felf any more; yet it made my 
way ſo plain before me, that I could not with- 
ſtand ic : a lirtle while after, the Lord was plea- 
ſed to put ivto my hand another book, for which 
I have abundant cauſe to-bleſs God, (which was 
the Sincere. Convert) and readings the latter part 
of chat, which —— carnal Confi- 
dence, and reſting in Duties, {all which did very 
much concern me) I was very much troubled, 
and began to queſtion ,my: eſtate a little con- 
cerning dutigs.; but truly I took ſolitile delight 
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in chis, that I ſoon laid it by, and returned it to 
the place from whence it came, and likewiſe, I 
had other Books, as Mr. Baxter*s Self-denyal, 
which I read part of with much delight, as in 
reference in denying ſelf-pleaſures, and finfull 
- Recreations, and yain company, &c, all theſe 
yielded comfore to me, becauſe I found, that I 
did really defire to deny my ſelf all theſe, and 
made it a great ground of comfort to me, that 
T could ſo earneſtly defire their deſtruRtions 
but when came to the denyal of ſelf- righte- 
ouſneſs, this was a hard ſaying. and ſelf would 
not bear ir, but away I went to thoſe Books, 
where I could find out, as I thonght, a way ro 
Heaven by my own working ; and thoſe thas 
treated moſt of a holy life, was the moſt plea- 
ſing to me ; but when I read concerning Chriſt, 
or heard him taught ro me by his Miniſters ; 
* (for although | have omitted how my heart was 
in hearing, yet I would deſire you to include 
. that, and to ſuppoſe that my heart was in thar, 
as in Reading or Conferring with reſpect ro 
the ſubjeR) I ſay, when I heard Chriſt raughr 
by his Minifters, either in a Pulpit or a Book, IL 
much delighted in that I heard or read 3 but when 
Juſtification alone by Faith in Chriſts Merits, 
and living by Faith upon a naked Chriſt z (as per 
adventure I might be put too upon a ſick. bed, 
by reaſon of a violent diſeaſe, or the like ; :thax 
I could not have ſtrength of body, nor compe- 
ſure of mind to perform dutics, as in a Feaver 
or a fitof the Stone or Gout, &+c,) I ſay when 
theſe Noble and Heaven-born Myfteries were 
exgating on, I was much to ſeek, and opthuds 
: ut 
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but little eomfort from them, and ſo I went 6h 
from duty to duty, and if at any time / found'my 
heart dead, and could for that day or week, or 
motith it may be, find any comfort from them, 
then 7 lived .in hopes, that although I found nor 
all well at preſent, yet it would not long con- 
tinge ſo with me, and ſo in ſonie time 7 reco- 
vered life and comfort again ; Ifay 1 continued 
thus for the ſpace of-above three years. And 
now 1 will declare one thing which did more 
trouble me than ordinary, and that was in Au- 
guſt laſt, 67. it happened that as 7 was viſitin 

a Patient ; (and for- this thing in particular ; 
have cauſe to bleſs God that he placed me in 
this my calling) whom we ſuppoſed the Lord 
would takeaway at that very time there came 
Dr. B.ro perform, as was thought, one of the , 
laſt duties he had to do for her, and amongſt 
his diſcourſe and advice, he bad her be ſure ro 
lay all her fins upon Chriſt, which 7 liked very 
well, but withall that ſhe ſhould lay all her own 
Righteouſneſs at -his- feet, -and not at all to 
truit ro any go00d ſhe had in her ſelf, but whol. 
ly to rely upon the merits of Chriſt : which 
when 7 heard, my heart roſe much again what 
he ſaid, and did much. oppoſe his advice; and 
thought ir not-at-all convenient to be ſpoken , 
and doubtleſs bad I been in her condition (1 
mean fo neardeath, as it was thought ſhe was) 
and he had adviſed me to the ſame thing, and 
had cleared it to me, Oh what a dreadfull viſita» 
tion had. thar been, ſurely it would have put my 
ſoul into ſuch a dreadful Agony of confulion, if 
not deſpair, that ſurely I ſhould bave dyed a -" 

con 
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ond death before I knew the pangs of the firſt : 
But Oh, 1 ſay, again, who can hear. this and 
not to be overcome. with ſoul raviſhing admi- 
rations of the love, and govdneſs, and patience 
of God towards ſuch a wretched .nothing as I 
was ; that ever he ſhould ſo long forbear from 
deſtroying that Soul with Eternal damnation 
that would not with the cords of love be drawn 
to accept of ſo clear Salvation ; but the Lord 
was pleaſed (till to keep this upon my heart: 
And although I was ſomewhat troubled, but as 
before, again went to my old Phyſitians, and 
took a ſmall Pill of Prayer, compoſed of a little 
fear and humiliation; but no ſooner, it got intd 
my beart, but there it wasguilt with-pride, and 
ſo again became- pleaſant to me, and then. I 
thought all was well; and I do defire earneſtly 
that by this, God may be much glorified ; and 
f po. 'methinks | find my heart fo; mightily in- 

* clinedtogo on in this. work, which at your re- 

| 1 queſt (you may. remember) I was ſounwilling 
to undertake ; that I have great hopes;there may 


- 

- 
a | - 
—_—_>— 


> 32 38 


| 


be the hand of God in it, and that it, was he that 
put it into your heart [to requeſt it of me, ata 
pray God it may be his;glory, alone:that may 
move. me to jt, ,and not any. ſelf pride; truly: 
© you-may ſay I have. great cauſe, to. fear,- andngr 
. to truſt my own heart-any more, .and the Lord 
rcpahis this - Jealouſie more and-moxe in me : 
ut to my preſent purpoſe, and this which I am 

| about to fay, might have proyed.a great diſad: 
> | vantage to me, but I doubt not but. the hand of 
God. was in it, although I ſaw jt not at that pre- 
F ſent, but fince I have, and in ſhort, pit was thus: 
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&lifle while afrer my laſt Diſcourſe, as 1 thin? 
-mhy heart was drawn after the Vanities of this 
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| and nothing troubled me but want of Agyrance 
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World more than ordinary, and at that time | 
likened the cſtate of my Soul, to the condition 
of a fair Virgin that had'many Suitors, but one 
ſhe would' tove and chooſe above the reſt; but 
ſhe beinp not yet married, they all make out for 
her Love, which is no ſmall trouble to her ;-and 
doth ſomewhat 'make her doubt which ſhe ſhall 
have ; but ſo ſoon as ſhe is married to one of 
them, then ſhe dares not think of _— 
the others upon that account ; even ſo Ilogk 

upon my poor Soul,- and that if ſhe was but ſo: 
lemnly married to Chriſt, '(I mean in the Sacra- 
ment) then ſhe durſt not ſo much as thimk. of 


* embracinppeither Sin or the Workd,or the Devil, 


but ſtill righteovs/ſelf lay all this while ſecure : 
Upon theſe and fuch like Conſiderations, I went 
to a faithful Divine, to ask Adviſe of him con- 
cerning this great Duty ;/ and when was with 
bim,' he examined me why,” and how/7came to 
embrace Religion; and when 7 had given him 
the Heads only of the firſt account C_ 
CompunQton, he asked me who 1 might than 

for all this; but 7 being ſomewhat ſlow of an- 
ſwer, he told me Chriſt, and him alone, and 
gave me ſome ſhort, but ſweet Adviſe, inviting 
me to be a Gueſt at his Maſters Table ( which 
was the intention of my going; which-was more 
than he then knew on) and ſo difmiſſed me : and 
Oh how did I the rejoyce that Z was found wors- 
thy to be invited to'ſo great a Banquet ! and now, 
how did 7think my Condition unqueſtionable, 
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t6 perſevere, and although the Dofoy gave mie 4 
great caution tolay all upon Chrift, and not any. 
thing-upon ſelf, as / now conſider ; but yet my 
eyes, were ſo blind, and my heatt fo deceitful, 
that 7 ſoon forgot it ; and fo 7 prepared my 
heart as well as / could, and ſo addreſſed my ſelf 
to the Lords Tablc, and was, ſo fat as / can 
naderſtand, made more welcome, /am ſure than 
1deſerved; and then / did feel the Lord with 
his cords of love, drawing hard at my poor ſoul, 
and ſo / exerciſed. my love upon Chriſt, (and 
ſo far as / know) enjoyed ſweet communion 
with him; but this laſted no longer, than my 
heart was enJarged in ſecret duties; but when 
they departed, then my ſoul mourned,and could 
not be ſatisfied with a naked Chriſt, whileſt my 
enlargements returned gain to me; and by this 
I perceive reſted induties, and: not-in Chriſt : 
and now once more as ſhort as / can, and then 7 


|. will conclude with this; but 7 cannot - be ſo 


ſhort, but 7 muſt a little ſtand and admire at the 
unſpeakable long-ſuffering patience of God, arid 
oh that you would help me in-this matter ! for / 
profeſs / am much aſhamed;'and defire to be 
more, of my ownheart,that it ſhould be barren 
of praiſes to that God, that hath done ſure as 
much or more far my poor ſoul; as to any fince 


© the Creation of the World; Oh that Chrilt, 


who could have raiſed a Child ont of the very 
ſtones, that would have done far more for him 
than 7 have orcan do! Oh Ifay, that he who 
could with one look have look ed me into Hell, 
ſhould ſo long ftand at the door of my heart, 
an knock till his head was filled _ dew, m_ 
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his Locks vvith the drops'sf the Night; Oh 
that he ſhould ſtand vveeping, knocking, begg- 
ing, and vvaiting, and crying, Open to me;;7Oh 
that his tears ſhould begg,and his groans knock, 
and that his patience ſhould tarry and yvait, and 


all ſhould ſo long cry, Oh open to me, opento 


re ! Oh that fin and (elf ſhould lodg in my heart, 
and Chriſt vvait ſo long at the Door : Oh that 
I ſhould carry damnation vvithin, and let ſalva- 
tion vvait vvithout ; and novv I ſhould go about 
to offer praiſes to God for this; Oh I vviſh 
" that I could, but truly I cannot as I would ; Oh 
F cannot, and & humbly defire to acknovvledge 
the barrenneſs of my heart in this, and am f1- 
tent; and novv pray lend me your patience but 
a very little; and I fear' your heart vvilt be 


ſtraightned vvith praiſes to God as vvell as minez 


for novv the Lord vvas pleaſed to incline my 
heart to read part of tvvo Books, one of the 
tvvo vvas that'vvhich I above tvvo years before 
rejected ; Ivvill name them, (zz the Sincere 
Convert and ſound Believer, both by one” Au: 
thor, T. S.) and vvhen I vvas' Reading concern- 
ing the Souls reſting in duties, and hovv hard « 
thing it vvas to forſake all its ovyn good, and 
vvholly to throvv it ſelf upona naked Chriſt;and 
then concerning the nature of true humiliation, 
Lvvas much troubled, and my thoughts vvere 
much perplexed, inſomuch that I thought to-o. 
pen my caſe to ſome Divine; but to this trou- 
ble another. vvas added, vvhich vvas, that'at that 
time the Lord was pleaſed to'let me ſee'my own 
nakedneſs ſo much; and that. vvhich I took to be 
acovering to it, made it ſeem tobe much more 
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naked than I could have imagined it to be; that 
then I thought the more | prayed, the more 1 . 
ſinned; and the more I Confelſed and Repen- 
ted, and Bewailed my own wretched Heart, e- 
ſpecially in the time of duty, the more I had 
cauſe to do ſo ſtill: and novv Llooked upon my 
ſelf in a moſt ſad and deſtitute condition; for 
hovv could I chooſe, vvhen | ſavy my ovvn good- 
neſs departing from me, vvhich I idolized as the 
Rock of my Salvation, and vvhen I ſavv ſuch a 
numberleſs number of fins come a freſh intomy 
mind, eſpecially in the time of duty, that it 
ſeemed to me, as if the Devil had conjured up 
all thoſe ſins that I thought vvas long before 
ſlain, and he himſelf had been their Captain, 
and had unavvares aſſaulted me, and had taken 
my duty vvhich [ made then the Captain of my 
Salvation priſoner, and I alone left to encoun» 
ter vvith them vvithout the leaſt vveapon to de- 
fend my poor foul ; and oh had theſe and the 
pangs of death met together, Oh vvhat horrour 
and amazement vvould there have been ! but 
bleſſed be God it vyas before ; novv to ſay,hovy 
longl was in this caſe, I cannot well tell; but 
I ſaw my idol-God fo accuſed and condemned, 
and my hatred to him was ſo great, that I hope 
I did defjre never to ceaſe my earneſt Prayers 
to the true God, that he would have this Uſar- 
per executed, and likewiſe I did, as I was able, 
earneſtly begg of the Lord that he would give 
me ſtrength to reſiſt him, ſo that he might ne+ 
ver fit upon his Throne more; and then I did 
ſee (through admiring Grace) the want of 
Chriſt more than ever, not only to cover my 
H 3 fins, 
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fins, but my righteouſneſs too; then, Oh then 
I began to prize Chriſt more than ever ! Oh then 
I] did defire to ſay from my heart, none but 
Chriſt, none but Chriſt; Oh all the whole 
World for Chriſt, yea ten thouſand Worlds for 
a Chriſt ; and[did then defire to ſay with Lu- 
ther, that if I was able to keep the whole Mo- 
ral Law, I would not truſt to this for Juſtifica- 
tion, I would yail and ſtoop to Chriſt's merits, 
and now /did find it a more hard thing by far, 
to get out of my ſelf, and from truſting to du- 
ty, and wholly by faith to rely upon Chriſt's 
merits, than ever [ found it to leave fin; and 
then me rhoughts | ſound jt a very hard thing 
to be a Chrifttan, and that I was paſſve all a- 
tons, and was not able to move a ſtep further 
than the I,ord vpheld and led me; and Oh that 
1could mac the reſult of this great mercy-plain 
unto youu! truly (] bleſs God) Lcan fay alittle 
(but under this very trouble, my ſoul ever ſince 
haih groaned within me, and 7 do deſire that it 
mV itill groan more and more, and never leave 
groaning, till its groans pierce the very Clouds, 
and ſound through Chriit ſo loud into the ears 
of the Almighty, that for Chriſt his ſake, he 
would have pitty and compaſſion upon me, and 
would not ſuffer that Tyrant-Self any longer in 
the !-2ſt ro bear ſway in me ;z and that he would 
be picaſed ſo to ſhew m2 my own unworthineſs, 
and the inſufficiency of all inherent goodneſs 
to ftand me in the lcaft ſtead in matters of ju- 
ſtificatio:, that ſo I might prize Chriſt, and 
Ehriſt alone, an:i rcly wholly upon his Merits 
for pardon, life, and ſalvation,) Now / —_ 
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clare to you how the Lord was pleaſed to deal 
with me ; ſoon after ſaw this my condition in 
reſting in my own ſuppoſed goodneſs ; Sacra- 
ment-Day being again near at hand, the Lord 
was pleaſed to incline my heart to ingage in that 
ſolemn and molt Sacred-duty : now having loſt 
my ſuppoſed Wedding-Garment, in which [ 
ſuppoſed my ſelf to be very comely and much 
to be delighted in by Chriſt,and ſeeing my ovvn 
nakedneſs and deformity ſo much, that I could 
not imagine hovy I ſhould poſſibly be accepted 
of by Chriſt, that ſo my trouble and burden 
vvas ſo great, that [ found it almoſt inſupporta- 
ble, and fearing leſt God's frovvns, and my a- 
vvakened Conſcience ſhould more and more 
ſeize upon me, eſpecially at that ſacred Ordi- 
nance, I ſay in this point I'vvas more than I can 
think of,amazed, and could not tell yvhat to doz 
And novv my dear Heavenly Father (vvho vvas 
alvvays more ready to help than | to crave.) did 
then doubtleſs vvait to be gracious to my poor 
Soul, aud did abundantly magnifie his grace to 
me; for novy he vvaspleaſed to ſtrike one Scrip- 
ture very deep into my heart,- vvhich vvas as 
comfortable and as ſure an Anchor as my poor 
laden Soul could be held by ; and it vvas this, 
Oh Iſracl, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me 
is thy help, Hoſea 13. g. vyhich Soul-Cordial- 
Scripture ſeemed to me as if I had heard the 
Lord ſpeaking to me after this manner ; O 
thou afflicted, toſſed yvith tempeſts,and not com- 
forted, although thou haſt ſo long grieved me, 
and provoked me to deſtroy thee, yet novv, e- 
yen novv, if thou vvilt endeavour to knovv;I fay 
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eyen now in this thy day the things of thy peace, 
peradventure they may þe found, but never 
look more for peace from any thing in thy ſelf, 
but wholly look up to him, who tells thee, al. 
though thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, yet in me 
(if in any) is thy help found, and then further 
the Lord was pleaſed to put it into my heart to 
examine my humiliation more ſtrictly, which 
hen I did, /ſuppoſed my heart never hereto- 
ore to have been truly humbled as it ought to 
have been; yet [hoped the Lord was about this 
great work now, by what 7 have before related ; 
and my reaſon was, becauſe I never ſo far as / 
knew, experimentally underſtood the meaning 
of ſome :criptures, as then were opened more 


plaivly to-me, and they were ſuch as theſe ;_ 


(And truly this was it that- inclined my heart to 
partake afrcſh of the Lords Supper) The whole 
need not a Phyſitian, but they that are ſick ; and 
that Chriſt came not to call the Righteous, but 
Sinners to Repentance ; and concerning the Pub- 
lican and Pliariſee, and ſuch like : and in ſhort, 
althoug!: I had heen ſick of fin, yet never be- 
fore then . of ſelf-righteouſncſs: now ſeeing 
my: ſelf.fick as much of the one as of the other, 
therefore /haped Chriſt would be my Phyſiti- 
an z,and that in him my help ſhould ſoon be 
found; and thus I did endeavour to humblemy 
lf, and to ſee my own vileneſs and ſickneſs 
more and more, and did in this much begg of 
the Lord, that he would fill humble me more 
and more, with aclear ſence of my own defor- 
mity and nakedneſs, that ſo ] gat, ſeeing my 
great need of Chriſt, more and more _ 
| an 
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and thirſt after him; and ſo laying my ſoul pre- 
ſtrated at Chriſts feet, and as I hope did really 
ſee my great want of him, and fo would not 
depart any wy from him, but reſolved that if I 
dyed,I would dyc there : and thus I argued with 
him, Whither ſhould I go ut unto thee; thou 
haſt the words of Eternal Life, and although I 
be a Dog, yet thou haſt crumbs, Oh let not my 
hungry ſoul famiſh for want of food; O | dare 
not, Oh 1 will not depart! Oh Lord, although 1 
have deſtroyed my ſelf ; yet Lord, haſt not thou 
told me, that in thee is my help found ; O make 
good thy word unto thy ſervant, in which thou 
haſt cauſed me to hope ; and truly the Lord was 
not very long in making good his word to my 


© poor ſoul, for then I wonderfully felt him draw- 


ing me up with the Cords of love, pitty and 
compaſſion ; and at the ends of which Cords 
(for me to take the better hold, or I rather 
think, that he might take the better hold of me) 
he was pleaſed to faſten ſuch Scriptures as theſe ; 
| will name but three, for each Cord one, and 
a threefold Cord is not eaſily broken : the one 
was the 55th. of 1/aiah, and the firſt Verſe, Hoe 
every one that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters, and 
drink_; and he that hath no money, yea, that was it 
I vvaited for, (for | bleſs God at that time I 
hope I had none come y*, buy and eat - yea, cane 
bry Wine and Milk (Oh Bread and Water was 
too good for me, and more than I deſerved) 
without Money and without Price } Oh theſe was 
ſweet to ſuch a poor Soul as mine was? and 
then another was this, Revel. 22 17, And whoſo- 
ever will, let him take of the Water of Life freely. 
Hearken 
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bearken Soul, Freely, Oh, Chriſt will not be 
bought with anything the Creature can give; 
Oa no, all is grace, and then the other which 
worked the molt powerfully upon my heart was 
Matth. 11, 28, Come wnto me all ye that are 
weary and beevy laden, and 1 will give yeureſt; 
and therefore, / now ſeeing my ſelf weary with 
my own duties, and heavy laden with my own 
righteouſneſs, as well as with my fins, which 
before /could not ſo clearly ſay ; oh how ſweet, 
how ſweet, how incomparably ſweet was this 
word, Come ; and ſo upon tlicſe accounts, the 
Lord was pleaſed to enable mc, to ſee how, 
rhen, even then, he was pleaſed to call as it 
were to my poor Soul in particular to come un- 
to him, and ſubmit to his grace ; and ſo with 
great hungring and thirſtings after Chriſt to 
cover my poor ſoul from the eye of a Juſt and 
Holy God, through ſome fear, and as IT hope 
with great Hpmiliatjon (although hot ſo great 
as / would have had it) with ſome hope that 
the Lord would meet me, and bleſs me: 7 ap- 
proached to the ſolenin banquer, where 7 did 
not only taſte and ſip a little, but obeyed as the 
Loxd enabled me that great command, when he 
ſaid, drink yea, drink abundantly, oh my belo- 
yed; then, oh then, / did carneſtly endeayour 
to make the eye of my Soul to ſee him, and my 
heart to embrace him, that from thenceforth I 
might fully ſatisfie my Soul with the enjoyment 
of him, and him alone, and not from any thing 
that ſelf or the World preſented to me; and F 
now me thought I was much comforted, and did | 

endegvoyr from that time to this, to or 
Fe, thing 
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thing for a comfort or cauſe of rejoycing, but 
as jt lead me to Chriſt, who alone is the An- 
thor, and hope the finiſher of rpy Faith, and 
the Horn of my Salvation; and with this Cau- 
tion, I will conclude this tedious Diſcourſe, as 
T feat it may be to you (although to me through 
Grace very pleaſant) not that hereby 1 mean to 
neglect any duty whatſoever /know to be my 
ne) & or think them indifferent whether they be 
performed or no; Ohno, I ſay again, God for- 
bid ! but this I deſire to do through grace, but 
not ſelf, (and the Lord of his infinite grace in- 
able me, that 7 may ſo far honour and rgſpe&t 
chem, as | find them a means to carry me to 
Chriſt,) for which cauſe think they were ap- 
pointed, with reſpect to the glorifying of God, 
and ſuch like ; and now, if / know my own 
heart, and for fear it ſhould deceive me, I will 
beg of the Lord, that when ever 7 hear, I may 
hear for Chriſt, & whenever / pray,/may more 
and more make clear my interelt in Chrilt ; and 
when ever I pcrform any duty whatſoever, 7 
may more and more get into Chriſt, and more 
out of my ſelf: And now you have licard all 
that the Lord hath (out of his abundant grace) 
enabled mg (from what 7 have found, as I hope 
in great meaſure wrought in my own heart) to 
declare unto. you ; and for fear /ſhould in this 
weighty matter be guilty of a lye, and ſo delude 
my owr Soul, / will with'great humility ac- 
knowledge, that every particular in this latter 
clauſe ( 1 mean in the Lords dealings with me 
fince 7 firſt received the Sacrament) 1 cannot ſo 
fully cleer ag / would 7 could, but 7hppe /need 


not 


_ 
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not to fear, but that I have+felt all thatT haye 


* ſpoken of working more or leſs upon my heart : 


but whether guſt in order ag l have declared 
them, I cannot punQually fay, but do earneſtly 
begg that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt would be ſo 
pleaſed, as to ſprinkle what have ſaid with his 
own blood, and that ' whatever fins of failings 
thete may bein it, through the pride or ignd- 
rance of my gown heart : Oh I do carneſtly again 
beg of God, that for Chriſts ſake, he would 
look upan what have done, ſo as to pardon 
all that is amiſs, and that he would in his que 
time open my eyes toſce my errours, and to a- 
mend them; and now I do carneftly -beg your 
advice concerning theſe things, for, as I ſaid be- 
fore, my heart doth mourn within me, by rea- 
ſon of that interelt ſelf got in me, and l now 
find it ſo very hard to be overcome: but I have 
already told you my earneſt deſires concerning 
this, and Oh that I could prevail with you this 
once to allow me an intereſt in your Prayers, 
and for what doubtleſs you will know better 
thanl can tel] you, but eſpecially for this, that 
he who is the ſearcher of hearts, and knows the 
ſtate of every Soul better than it doth it ſelf, 
would' be pleaſed-(that if I be deceived for 
Chriſts ſake) to undeceive me, and grant that 
if I have not true grace, I may not think I have, 
and fo be in a Fools Paradice ; and that the Lord 
who is my heart-maker, yvould be my heart- 
earcher,and my heart diſcoverer, and my heart- 
reformer ; and that the Lord may ſo do, I ſhall 


hot ceaſe to be an earneſt ſuitor at the Throne 
bf Grace, ſo long as Iam on this ſide the grave. 


But 
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| But what becauſe all is not ſo clear as1 coul I 


wiſh they were, ſhall be caſt down, and my 
Soul diſquieted within me, as if I was ſorry that 
God hath been ſo much at work in my <oul, or 
as if an infinite Febovab was not able to finiſh 
what he hath begun, and ſo rod God of his 
glory, and my poor Soul of comfort? Oh no, 
my ſoul, theſe things ought not fo to be, I fear 
there is much of ſelf in this who is ſomewhat 
troubled to ſee the glory of its Temple fo much 
defaced, and its treachery ſo much found out, 
and ſo much-out of favour, as never more to be 
embraced again; And is it ſo, is God indeed 
become my God, and can I indeed ſay with 
Thomas, My Lord, and my God, eny Chriſt, and 
#1y Saviour! Oh 1 cannot forbear to ſay, Lord, 
who is a God like unto thee !! Oh God, there is 
no God beſides thee, and Oh what is Man, that 
God ſhouldſt be- mindful of him! and whatam 
F, ſurely the worſt 'of men, that God ſhould ſo 
regard me ; Oh that I could now, even now this 
_ once, from the bottom of my heart, bleſs and 
admire him ; but oh what a dead and barren 
heart have I, that cannot worthily praiſe himz 
Oh-my Soul bleſs the Lord, and all that is with- 
in me, bleſs his Holy Name; bleſs the Lord oh 
my Soul, and forget not all (nay not one of) 
his benefits : Oh'if I had the tongue of an An- 
Sel, and all the Angels in the Heaven to aſſiſt me 
in this great work, yet I ſay, we could never 
ſufficiently utter my dear Fathers praiſes; and 
now ſhall my faith triumph, and my heart be 
glad, and my glory rejoyce, but not in ſelf, or 
in any thing of my own, but in Him, and Him 
one 
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me who is the God of niy-Salvation z Wort: 


; Et der oh Heaven, and be moved oh Earth at this 


great thing which the Lord hath wrought in my 
Soul; be aſtoniſhed and even raviſhed with 
wonder, forthe infinite breach is in a way to be 
made up, the offender to be appeaſed, and God 
and my poor Soul to be reconciled ; and oh my 
Soul, what if theſe be ſo already, or what if one 
hadtold thee of theſe things ſome five Years a- 
gone, certainly they would then have been too 
great for thy belicf; but what, ſhall they now 
be ſo ſmall as not to be worth thy Praiſe (Oh 
difingenious Soul!) Oh Lord pardon my un- 
thankfulneſs; Oh that all the Angels in Hea- 
ven ſhould rejoyce and bleſs God for what he 
hath done for thee, even for thee, for my poor 
Soul; And what,canſt not thou find in thyheart to 
endeavour to ſect forth his praiſes as much as 
thou art ablc, that ſo it may be known that at 
leaſt thou defireſt to give all the glory to God, 
and not todarec to take any to thy ſelf ? Oh my 
Soul, what ſayeſt thou? What ſay I? OhI ſay 


again not unto me, not unto me ; but unto the ' 


great and glorious Fehova' be all the glory gi- 
ven, - And becauſe | hope thy deſires are greater 
than thy expreſſions, therefore fail not my Soul 
to ſhew forth thy love and praiſes, by giving up 
thy ſelf wholly to ſerve, and love, fear and ad- 
mire that God, who hath done. ſuch great and 
wonderful things for the Soul that paſſeth thy 
underſtanding: My Beloved is mine, and 7 am 
| his; Oh how art thou ſure of that ? What, is 
. the peace concluded ? Oh happy Concluſion ! 
Oh bleſſed ConjunRion.! ſhall the Stars dwell 
K's with 
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with the duſt, or the wide diſtant Poles be 
brought ro mutual embraces, and cohabication ? 


* But Oh my Soul, here che diſtance is infinitely 


greater ? And now Rejoyce O Anpels, ſhour 
O Szraphims, and all che Friends of the Bride. 
groom prepare an Epithalamium, be ready wich 
the Mezrriage Song ; Loe here is the wonder of 
wonders, For Fchevah hath or is about to be- 
froth himfelf for ever to his poor Captive, my 
poor Soul , Ard is he fo indeed as I hope he is, 
then he owns the Marriage before all the world, 
and is become one with me, and I with him, 
And now, O my Lord and my God, cauſe thy 
face to ſhine on the ſoul of thy ſeryant,and ſhew 
him more and more his vileneſs, that he may 
ſye very low even in the Dufi, and be humbled 
at thy teet, and ler the work which thou haſt 
begun in the heart of thy poor ſeryant be eſtab- 
liſh2d tor ever, and do more for me than I can 
require, that thy Name may be Magnitied for 
ever, and that all that hear of this may ſay, The 


Lord of Hoſts is the God of 1/rael. 
eAmen, Hallelujah, 


FINIS. 


